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QUTINGS i..CH SUNDAY PREGE . ING THE FOURTH WEDNESDAY
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Singles #2.00 Family #3.00
PROGRAMME

NOVEMBER OUTING

Elace  palveen area... Inspection of Mine and search for

night life after a B,B.Q.(full details see over
Leader Mr, Noel Butlars )

NOVEMBER MEETING, Mr, Lance Cockburn of Broolkvaie Park, (If he is
unavailable for November 23rd. other arrengements will

be made, for a eponlre> | hrrmea aha maating will be

as vsual 8 p.m. at the C.W.4A. Roomns,

QUOTE. No matter where you go in the world you are likely to

find birds,and where you find bifds, bird-watchers. Is it
not interesting to note that one scarcely cver hears of a

shecp~watcher or cow-watcher? Take the challenge !
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MONTHLY MEETING Held Wednesday October 26th I977.

The President welcomed the members to the meeting, and a very
special welcome to Mr. and Mrs.Frank Wilkinson who have recently
returned from their trip overseas,

MINUTES. It was moved by Mrs.Marsden and seconded by Mr.Hockings
that the minutes as per the October magazine be taken as

read.,
Carried.

CORRESPON (ENCE. Inward correspondence was received from the :.-
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Service ;
Information Notes; Three Press Statements; National Parks
of :Southern Queensland (Coastal area); Australian ‘
Conservation Foundation; Stanthorpe Shire Couneil (re-
removal of mugga gums) Mr, Mckechnie (re- feral pigs in
Girraween National Park);Mr.Diery; Mrs Horton, Mr,., Harden;
and Iir, McDonagh., DlNagazines:— Darling Downs Naturalist;
Warwick Walker Vol., 5 No, 2; Vol.5 No.4; N,P.A, News Vol,
47 .No.7; Urimbra Vol.II No,9, Queensland Naturalist Club
Newsletter Vol.99 No, IOQ,

Outward was forwarded to:= 43S5.3 Mr, Paul Grimshaw;

Mr, and Mrs. Mc.Meniman ; Mr, Brown sMr, and Mrs, Peter
McKechnie M.L.A.; The director of National Parks and
Wildlife Service,

It was moved by Mr.Frenk Wilkinson and seconded by Mr,
Brian le.Docnagh that the inward correspondence be adopted
and the outward endorsed,

Carried,

FINARCYIAL, Irs, D. Archer moved that the ercdit of $II2,5I be
accepted and the following accounts be Passed for pay-
-ment:- Postage $12.23.; C.W.A. $4.00.; Seconded by
lrs.Stevenson. '
Carried.

€T ING REPORT. lrs. Ray larsden reported an attendance of 30
to the Rivertrees outing., A most enjoyable day was spent,
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OUTING REPORT cont., bhird watching and exploring the 0ld mine gites,

NEXT OUTING. A half-day. outing will be held on the property of Iir,
N.Butler at Dalvecﬂ Sunday 20th November. Follow1nn g
bar—b-que tea,we wi 11 e spotllvnting for pogsoms.,

e

NEXT MEETING, Should Mr, Lance Cockburn of "Brookvale Park" be -

unavailable for lovember 23rd. other arrangements will be
made,

GENERAL BUSINESS. Discussion tonic place in regards to proposed tree
planting in Stanthorpe by the Shire Council. It was sugg-—
-ested by lrs., D.Me.Cosker that trees and shrubs native
to the Stanthorpe Tistrict be planted,

% The president reminded members to pay 20 cents a meeting”

night to cover exira expences, _

Folloeing Mrs.McAllister's enquiries it was suggested thot
reminder notes be rent to unfinancial members (look For the
stamp on the outside of your bulietin.Ed.) and that the
magazine distribuiion would cease to unfinacial members

after three months.should fees not be paid.

It was brought to the attention of the newsletter edit-
—-or,that "precedinz” had been spelt incorrectly. However,--
it was discovered that this particular word had been e
incorrectly spelt for the past five years! . -

There being no further busineso,the meeting closed ,at .

8.35pm. to be followed by a slide programme on "Wildflowers.
of West Australia” presented by Miss Desley Mc.Donagh,
Janet Hockings Hon. Sec.

OUTING TO RIVERTREE by MRS RAY MARSDEN
Thirty people made the trip +to Rivertree and I feel it was
a worthwhile outing. The bird life at The Junction was really
superb; the red bottlebrush a delight to the eye and the com-
-pany excellent. Our first stop was at the junction of Koreelah

Creek and Maryland River which thereafter becomes the Clarence .
River. '
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We had a cup of tea and the bird watchers hagd a field day,we had
one continual chorus. After a bit of free time we gathered to sharc
our notes on the area and this was continually punctuated with
exclamations from the 'birdos'. Many people also told of expariences
facts,and tales of the area. Nz, Gentle had told me of his recoll-
—-ections of the early saw-milling days and how he believed the

name was originally'Rivers Three'. Some told of mining days and

others of the early settlers and all were very interesting. We then

drove along the other side of the river past the relics of the old
village and saw-mill and on to view some of the old mine shafts,
and these always seem cerie. We found a species of mistletoe on

8 wild cherry tree making a lovely sight with its- ‘orange bloom,

.~ -Beside one of the boxed ghafts one lone dlaneliaﬂbrlghtﬂned the
scene. As some. of the group expresscd interest .in the river. with
-3 .regards to canoeing we then.-went to +the dip yards at the edge
«i. of . Morris® property. The Callistemon was - :blooming beautifully
and the long stretch of water was most inviting,very soon the
* ganoe was skimming over the water. The bird.life was Prolific and
.quite.a pleasant time was spent in this area.
" We returned to 'The Junction’ for our -lunch break and wewe rewa—
'«e-rdedAW1th~blossom,and bird song-as.well as good-food and good
K fellowshlp. After Junch we made the: trek,along the old.road tc the
-.8smelting chimmey, clouds were Dbrewing into a good-sterm but un-—
~» =daunted we went onward. In this area.we. saw the 'Irombark Orchid:

. (Cymhidium canaliculatum) and,notcarseveral.51lky oakg. in bloom

. Anthe river, While we checking for-this outing the previous weak
© w2 We saw.a.goanna with its batch oi_bluewgrey eggs..-We.left quietly
&nd returned later to-mark the spot. and we marvelled.at the way
" in which the.area looked .as if it hadn't Heen trusted with eggs
+w of any kind. No—trace of 4hem this. week, Upon reaching the chimme:-

- -w the clonds were thick and hb thunder ratherwmcnaclng 80 most

~ people made a quick inspect un' and returned ta.their cars. Onc
Party went across the river to bE'plcked‘up at the roadside,both

* parties apparently made good time-and the: ‘meeting.wes well timed,
| e .The.week. ‘before we saw-hundreds of wallabics-of varying kinds
‘,and in contrast this weck wq’saWJvery,fewfand,lwdid not..see any

o,

T IR X - GO e
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reptiles on Sunday,while on the previous weekend we saw several,

o2 - Suppose this is because of a larger group of people making morc
noise and the wildies are gone bafore the group was close enough
to see them, Birds we noticed were:= Rog Rosella,King Parrot, Wood
Duck, Ibis,Magpie,Hawk.Kookaburra,Ourrawong,Rainbow Bird, Rufous
Whistler, Forest liingfisher,Scar].et,Wh:‘u:e«l'laped and Brown Honeyeators
Top Knot Pigeon,Helmetegd Friar, Pee-wee,Dollar bird,Yellow taileg
Weebill,Jacky Winter,WillieWagtail, Welcome Swallow, Double Bar Finch
Blue Wren,Pardelotes(2), Noisy Miner,Warbler,Wattle—bird(very young)
Red-browed Finch,Black Swan,Butcher Bird, Swamp Hen,Black Duck,
Millie Marsden,

BIRD of theMONTH, This title must undoubtedly go to the Scarlet
Honeyeater, Many were obscrved at the first stop on the Rivertree
outing,feeding from red flowers of Callistemon viminalis.As is

usual in the bird worlg the male is the eye catcher.His head ang
breast are crimson,back mottled black & red,wings black & whitz
feather =2dging,abdomen pale creamy-grey.The female is quite 5 dull
bird by comparison,being olive-brown on top & paler underneath,with
a tinge of red on her chin.Caley states that their distribution ig
rom Cooktown to Victoria.They occur in pairs or small flocks moving
south in Spring.Food is nectar & insectswhich are sought in flow-
-Cering cucalypts,melaleucas,banksias & of course callistemons.

Colin Hockings.
FLOWER of the MONTH, Bottlebrush., The name could refer to variatvy of

plants, Banksia,Melaleuka,Grevillea,Hakaa,Callistemon etc. Common
names refer to differant plants in different arcas. This time it is
the lovely Callistemon viminalis, groeing along the banks of the
headwaters of the Clarenca River,where reflections doubled the
spectale, |
The name Callistemon is darived from the Greek word 'halos'mean—
—-ing beautiful stemon-a stamon. There are about twenty species in
Australia. They belong to the Myrtaceaec family and ar: found in
colours of red,green,white,yellow,violet & they vary in size from
small schrubs to sizable trees. They grow in a wide range of condit-
~ions, and make excellent subjects for planting in gardens,parks &
streets. Viminalis means bearing osiers anr refers o the drooping
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branches of this species which resemble the willow used for bask:t
‘making, or weaving. . .

The scarlet sessile flowers cluster around the ends of the smallor

branches in .dense spikes and produce large amounts of pollen & nectar
which provides food for birds and insects., The main flowering occurs
in late spring but odd blooms can be seen throughout the year(about
5mm x 5mm.)and remain grouped on the branch in a neat pattern,

The new shoots grow from the end of the flower spike and are a
bright bronzy-red in coloured very soft and downy. These leaves
change .as they grow to a pretty pale green and finally dark green
and leathery. They are alternate,narrow and pointed and have a
distinet mid-rib. The trees have a rough bark,grey in colour and
though somewhat straggly in the bush can be pruned to a dense

- attractive shape in cultivation. New plants can be raised quickly
from cuttings taken from tlee best flowering specimens.

“Another Callistemon, C, sieberi is attracting attention at
present with its flowers of brighter yellow than usual,in ther

swampy areas Dore Mc.Cosker.,

Common names. A note added by Colin Hockings associated with the
excellent notes above by Dore Mc.Cosker. ‘ '

All too often we are confused by common names. Probably the
name which causes most confusion is that of 'Bottlebrush' .This
rather descriptive name is used inddiscriminately on flowers showing
any resemblance to their kitchen relative. Banksias,Callistemons, .
Melaleveas,Grevillea's and others are all prime targets with their
eylindrical shaped flowers.Why not call a spade a spade and save
others confusion by leaving that brightly coloured specimen with the
spiral patterned stalk hanging by the sink.

' Colin Hockings, :

Koala Bears. Members saw evidence of Koalas dueing our Rivertree
outing,but though we craned our necks until we got a crick we
failed to spot one. However Mrs.Rickard told me that she found g
dead one recently on her prpperty and not far away was a dead fox.
She “was surprised to ~hink a koala would defend itself,but when -my
mother was a very little girl her father was attaced by a wounded
koala he found by the road at Bald Mountain near Wallangarra.His
face and hands were scratched and clothes badly torn. It was a
frightening experience for him & my grandmother who were visiting
his sister. It would have been a. long trip home to Stanthorpe in -
those days too. . '

N Dore Mc.Cosker. Wyberba.

Mrs. Hore Mc.Cosker also provided yet another very interesting
nature note and personal observation titled'Aesops Fables ?',

but since I'm running out of room I will have to keep this

interesting one for the Christmas Speciall!. Thank you to so

many of you for providing various articles. No matter how small
these personal observations add something of importance toathe
all over picture of nature study happenings in -our district and
are ,indeed, sometimes of more value than other printed material.
NOVEMBER OUTING,. Final information from leader Noel Butler.Depart
Dalveen P.O, at Zpm.to Mt.Park.Mr,John 0'Donnell,owner will guide

one mile walk to mine.Sopge.mav.wish t me late : .
lir Butlers proporty,sée Nats E18A D, 1 oo Sho taathorae s ods a A+ 28 ¢
Railway & after meal Join in search for 'Night Life! B80.57Py.

Jean Harslett Newsletter Ed4,



