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THE GRANITE BELT NATURALIST,

Monthly newsletter of the Stanthorpe Field Naturalist,.
No, 46 February, 1974 P.0. Box I54, Stenthorpe.

Officeres and Committee I973 = 1974

President Mr, F, Wilkinson
Vice Presidents Mr, R, Leiseman and Mrs, J. Harslett
Secretary , Mr, E, Walker ' i
' Phone 888
Treasurer Mrs, G. Leisemann, Cwth, Bank Bus, Hrs,.
Editors . Mr, I, Jackson and Mrs, D, Orr
Newsletter Sub - Committee Mrs, B. Krautz and Mrs, W. Cathcart
Liabrarian N&s. Z, Newman
Publicity Officer
Flora " Mrs, D, McCosker
Geology L) _ Miss, J. Westcott
Youth il Mr, G, Marsden
Bushwalking " Mr, R. McCosker
ACTIVITIES,
Mestings ' 4th Wednesday of each month
C.W.A., Rooms, 8 p.m,
Outings ; Sunday preceeding 4th Wednesday,
ANNUAL SUBSCRIFPTION,
Single $I,50 Junior (full-time student) 50c, Family 2,00
PROGRAMIE ,
Field outings:
Place Date Leader
Sugerloaf 24th February, 1974 Mr, T. Spiller
Rivertree 24th March, I974 Mr, R, McCosker
Meetings:
Subject Date Speaker
Natural history of
Northen Cape YorkPen, 27th February, 1974 J. Monteith

An emtmolégist's View
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THE GRANITE BELT NATURALISTS., -

Minutes of genersl meeting held 24th January, 1974.Held at the Youth Hostel

Granite, I8 memyers were present with apologies being received from eight.

The meeting bpenéd at 8,15, _V

Mimutes of previous meeting. Moved Mrs, ﬁ. Mersden, seconded Mrs, F, Wilkinson

that the mimutes of the December be confirmel,

Inward Correspondence, (I) letter from Dr, T.H. Kirkpatrick advising that March
27th will be acceptable for him to attend our
meating,

(2) letter from Joan Orr tendering her reesignation as
tupist editor of The Granite Belt Naturalist,

(3) letter from Mr, J. Puckey Sec, L.V.F.N.C. re car
. stickers

(4) letter from Mrs, M. Fauntlerey re some observations
of Magpies which visit her home.

(5) letter from P,M,G. Dept, re change in rates for
posting our publication ,

(6) press releases from D.P.I,
(7) newsletters from other Nats, Clubs,

Qutward Correspondence, Letter to Ms, D, Orr accepting her resignation with regret
and conveying the clubs apprecation and best wishes,

e Letter to Mrs, B, Krautz, expressing our apprecation
- -~and best wishes.

Moved Mr, W, Cathcart and seconded Mrs, W. Flinn that the inward correspondence
be received and theé outward zdopted,

Business_arising from correspondence, Moved by Mr, R, Marsden and seconded
by Mrs, F. Wilkinson 'that the club. place an order for 50 car
stickers with L,V.F.N.C,

Treasurers Report, same as December:

Quting Report, Mrs, W. Flinn reported on the January outing to Mr, Haynes
property, which was attended by I6 people,
The meeting closed at 8,I5 p.m, after which Mr., G, Hamlyn-Harris outlined the
history of the Youth Hostel Association followed by slides and description
of the many Hostels in different parts of the world.
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THE GRANTTE BELT NATURALISTS.

Report on Quting,.Sunday 20th Januady, I974 .

Where else but in the Stanthorpe District could one find such a variety
of contrasting beauty spots as the Nats found on Sunday the 20th?, The stalwarts
who braved the elements on such a bleak rainy Sunady deserved the treats in store
for them, not a large party, jist a mere I6 of us, The rain looked to bs well and
truly set in when a few miles out off town the skies cleared, First stop was at
Puglisi's Winery to taste the weres and inspectthe enormous oak casks - some
of the more reticent sticking to Apple Juice, but here again one cannot help but

.be impressed with the growing industry for the district, From the New to the 01d

on to Ballandean Station - perhaps "Old Hat" to many but quite a thrill for
newcomers to see " such a loverly spet so well cared for, most impressive being
the loverly Granite Memorial for the Pioneers who arrived there in I840,

From here on things began to get really exciting, the president stopped
to errect a direction sign when = whoops - UPS 4 DAISY!!: who said that wine
tasting was harmless????, Thence to the Haynes property to have a look at the
0ld Slab Hut originally on the Ballandean Holding, What a graet thing it would
be if this Cottage could be taken apart and rebuilt in the Stanthorpe area for
all and sundry to visit., The great wide hend hewen slabs of timber are still in
remarkaeble condition for +heir age; &ll nailed to tho uprights wtih hand made
nails, The only inhabitants these days are the rats gho very much resented being

disturbed I can assure you, The old stone fireplace was put together with mud
from & nearby creek and was still also in good condition, It did nyt take much

imagination to see thehuge open firs place blazing away with the old iron kettle

hanging on the hckabove a few bits of copper sitting in the little nooks on
either side of the fireplace. After lunching in this loverly old spot (not in
side with the rats I might add) the party split into two groups with Susan
Herslett leading one group up the mountain to see the magnificent view over

to Nundubbamere in one direction and along the valley to as far as Wallangarra to
the south. Hear tell it was not a bad c.imb espl.cally with a few choice peache ‘s
wet the whistle on the way up, The second group meanwhile had ad journed to a

‘nearby paddock to look for Quartz Cryatals which were found and camera fans had

a field day taking some unusal engles of rear ends, Luckily this was not the end
of our interesting day as we all then set off on a back road through some very
interesting hills for another property belonging to the Haynes family, this time
& complete change of scenery to a spot on the Severn River, Only one ‘slip in
directions occurred, whoops that wine cgain! This is such & picturesque area
that the camera bugs were hard atit for quite some time and I feel the area would
be well worth a visit in spring time as *‘he rocks all along the river are covered
with native shrubs and bottle brush, lcts of Bird Life was evident too &nd here ,
there are quite a few big fish to be cauzht in the river too, Only one of %he
party was an optimist and came brepared for a swim, lucky girl the water looked
great, reluctantly we left this peacefui spot, again on back roads, finishing
our trek at John Verri's property at Fletcher to have a look at the large

Olive Trees and another first for us - a "Medla" Tree which appears to be a
combination of an Apple end a Pomgranate, We all samplied a delicious new grape
called the "Cardinal", You co'i” 2 not be blaimed for thinking that was the end of
& perfect day, but there was mors to come ~ a quick look in the Railway cutting
revealed a few small pleces of Olivine snd some Quartz, As I said before where
else could you find such & wonderful combination of: .0ld and new items of interest
a2ll within a radius of 50 miles but in the Stanthorpe Area? Who said living in
the country was boring - NOT FOR THm STANTHORPE NATS ANYWAY !
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YENUS 'S_SOUP_KETTLE.

Among the DROSEREAE so wigley scattered over meny climates, the "Pitcher
Plant", o "Wenus's Soup Kettle", growing in the jungls swamps of Borneo and
other Paclfic islands, is possibly the most highly specialized in thatpartlcular
family of plants which catch and live upon insects,

The Pitcher Plant resembles a climber in the way its long leaf stems tw1ne
around the branches of shrubs as it-struggles upwards towards the light, four,
five, or even six feet above the ground.

The "Pitchers" develop at the tips of the leaves, and are roughly bell~
shaped, or, more precisely, bugle~-shaped; the long tapering base curving around
hairpin fashion, to the leaf tips, They are quite large, being in good specimens
five or six inches in diamerher, and is-rolled scroll-like, Standing vertically
or slightly leaning inwards on one side of the mouth, is a heat-shaped plate,
something like aa rose petal, The "Plate" and the mouth are shiny-surfaced and
white in colour with pink dapples. The bell does not, however, hang mouth
downwards, but stands up vertically, and the tapered base portion contains about
a thimbleful of clear, viscous liquid,

The whole is a trap for unwary insects which, attracted by the slimy and
pink~ spotted "plate", blunder aganist it and invariably fall into the "soup"
at the bottom of the"kettle! The insect is digested in the liquid and assimilated
by the plant~ just another of Natures means of providing the necessary
nitrogenous material where the leached swamp. soil is deficent in soluble nitrates,
It even is said that the plant may catch too mant insects and suffer from
indisgestion, its leaves becoming yellow and unhealthy,

The - "pitchers, "which may be very easily mistaken for blossoms, are really
omly leaf adaptions; the actual flowers are smell, russet-brown in colour, with
long yellow stamens, are sweet-scented, and grow in dense clusters at the apex
of the stems,

«e000..

A LEAF FROM A NEW ZEALAND LETTER,

Not so many years ago it was quite legal to-send letters written on
leaves thkrough the New Zealand mail, Of course,the leaves were & special sort,
from the shrub puhaitaiko, which has large, glassy, leathery leaves upon which
messages can be written in ink, These letters were frequently sent through the
pozt, arriving at the other end wit the addition of a stemp and a post mark,
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" "
" ON PEAKS., . "
n : n
" . ' Each purple peak, each flinty spire, "
" Was bathed in floods of living fire, "

" But not a setting beam could glow "

n Within the dark ravines below, "

" Where twined the path in shadow hid, "
n. Round meny & rocky pyramid "
n Shooting abruptly from the dell "

" I3 thunder-splinter'd pinnacle; "
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7 GREFITE BELT X‘/TURALISTS .

THE TRAGEDY OF THE GOMIONS,

The tragsdy of the cormons develops in this way, Pictare a village
with a pasture open to 2ll - this is the cormon, Rach herdsman mat put as
many cattle as he wishes on the common; in fact it is to his advantage to do
so. To begin with each herdsman caly has a few cottle due +o frequent losses
from disease and poor managemcnt, As & result the number of cattle on the
common remeins- woll below the carrying capicity of the land,

With timo however, disease is controlled and management improved,
Each herdsman finds he can now increase the size of his herd and does so,
Slow.ly the total number of cattle on the common increases until the time
arrives when the cormon is fully stocked, Any more catitle on the common will
now result in loss of conditicn aronget thoes snirmls already there, What is
a herdsman to do in this situation? If he puts an extra beast on the common
there are two consequences,

I The herdsman has oue more animal +to sull,

2 There is a slight less in condition of all *he snimals on the

common s9 thoy will eszh szell for sligntly less,

Thus if one hordeman ovmed 21l the cattle oa the common there would
be no advantage :in cdding the additic: 1l bocst, However, wtih the shared system
underwhich the common onerctes, the herdsman who 2dds the -extra beast gets
all benifits from the beant but the disadvantagrous effects are shared by all
the herdsman, The ratio hordeman conc’udes that the only sensible course
for him to pursue is to add anothor ranimal 4o his herd, And another; and
another.scoccnoo But this is the corclusion renched by cach and every
rational herdsman sharcing the common, Herein lies the tragedy, Each man is
locked into a cystem in vhich the logictl meens of pursuing his owm best
interest®s ultimately leads o rain.

The sad thing is thet thers are many such wragedies occurring around
us today. A"common" can be viewed ns any facility shared by everyone, Your
favourite campsite is a comux: beaches, the river, the roadsides,
the parks and the airwe iragedy of lhe ccmmons when these
suffer due to selfizh act % s8, when PRIVATE GAIN comes at
COMMUNITY EXFENEID.

Thus such a tragedy i
roadsides and beaches, 8V s@
comnunity has 1o suffer the unsightly
up, It is a tragedy of tho cormons wh 26 uy drinks in cans when
reuseable bottles are available. Cons orvenieat but as few are recycled
they cause disposal pro:l.ems ond t went loss of useful material
to menkind, It is a tragedy of : i vwhen factories dispose of waste
into the rivers or into the air whiore +ha a.siotorens ‘consequences are suffered
by everyone, . ‘
While you are oxn %ails carih we hope you will care for the commons-
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scard litte; on the
the rubbish bin but the

that you will give scme thought to thé concequences fo your actions and not
follow the selfish end eazy way if this advers affects somz feature of the
environment or sociaty 2 larze,
vri.ir-
a o Qd

Thought for *the montiyesas

" WATCig.2.-,, AND Y0OU WiLL BE REWARDEDY,
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Many of us have looked at and admired those Golden colours of
leaves as they flutter to the ground in Autumn, or have pulled a
leaf from a tree and studied it, before tearing it into little
pieces., But did you know leaves have certain.descriptions?

3 C

No,I' is known as OVATE in outline - meaning egg shaped in
overall appasarance,

No.2 ELLIPTIC PARALLEL VENATION - shaped like an ellipse with

veins parallel,

No.3 DEEFLY SERRATE - the edge is toothed like a saw but deeply.
2 No.4 is SERRATE -~ saw edged,

No,5 DENTATE - which means the leaf is toothed.'

No,6 OVATE- egg shaped. this one different to ovate in outline
in that the whole of the leaf is egg shaped and not just
just the general outline,

No. 7 is a LOBED leaf - that is the leaf is in divisions,

No, 8 is a SPATHULATE leaf - being spoon shaped ,

With leaves one often finds those nasty things plants have, called
\ " Spikes " or "Prickles",

7 No, 9 is a SPIKE, which is an indefinlte infloresence of sessile

: &\ﬁz’ (without stalk) flowers.

¢ No, I0 is a RACEME which is prostrate (laying flat on the ground)
or subterranean stem,

7 No,II is described as a PANICLE ~ an inflorescence ( a geneyal
5 - arrangement of flowers) in which the axis is divided into
} branches,

«

¢ 5 No, I2 is a simple UMBEL which is an indefinate inflorescence,
’ branches all starting at the same point.

Perhaps this will help when someone quotes a leaf or other term you
do not understande.gs':XXX ?/: ' for spikes

o A R.A.D.
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"YANDERRA"
GIRRAWEEN PARK,
7/12/73

Feeding and watching wild birds is very instructive. Two pairs of Magpies
visit regularly, they are often in a group and apparently never out of touch,
Like humans the two females are often on their own while the males enjoy a
little freedom. One female in particular is very quarrelsome, and bullies her
sister and the meles unmercifully, In the breeding season the females insist
on the males feedirg them, as if they were themselves nestlings, The males
get a very hunted look,

A pair of Buitcher birds even come inside the hause looking for me and
food: they will perch on the arms of chairs, Yesterday they were sitting on the
fenee, The male flew down and picked up a titbit from the grass, and returned
to his matg She commenced fluttering her wings in a peculiar motion, which he
imitated, then swifily placed the food in her beak., No doubt this feeding of
the female corresponds to the feeding of human'birds' with chochlates when
favours are desired,

I hove noticed that now and then advertisements appear in Qld country
papers esking for supplies 'of all types offimtive birds', This would of course
be directed to bird trappers, It is known a great proportion of trapped wild
birds die (probably fortunately for them to be spared a life of cage misery),
The public should be educated NOT to keep native birds as pets, I have seen
peachfaces kept in a small cage. andthe owner had allowed their smell water
container to dry out. Most smell cages have no provision for the unhappy
1ittl®s prisoner to wash itself. As thers is no supply without demand it would
be a good idea for schools to start with the young, and impress on them the
undesirability of the barbarous custom of keeping cuped birds' as pets,

Another great cause for the disappearance of beth birds and native animels is
1080, which effectually disposes of everything But the rabbits,

M,Fauntleroy,

DID YOU KNOW: that tiny animels very like to-days little Australian Marsupisel
Micpswere probably the stock from which all the Marsupials (pouched animals)
of Australia sprang] As fierce and bloodthiirsty as their larger relatives, the

Tiger-Cats and the Tasmanian Devils and Wolves, Marsupial Mice ars also related
‘to the American Marsupiel the 'true' Opossum, : g f

The Fat Telled Rat, among many of the species, known in West Australia as

the Dunnart, is the commonest end the most widespréad. It lives in caves and
hollow log but can climb trees with great. agility,

This 3 inch carnivore este mot only insects but will attack spiders,
lizards and centipeded,- ’ ’ = Its tail swells in good seasins
with stofed fat to tide it over the lean times.6to IO babies are carried in
the backward opening pouch until old enough to travel cling ing to the mothers
.back, Its main enemies are Owlssand Snakes and-their largef relative, the
Tiger Cat,
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THE COAST BANKSIA,

This & tree which is slowely, unfortunately, disappearing from many
beaches and shores. In certain near the beach, which are totally unsuitable
for settlement and unattractive to holidy-makers, BANKSLA INTERGIFOLIA is more
than holding its own, But where the foreshore abounds with visitcrs during the
summer months, the young plan$ that should be growing up do nét have the under-
growth and the. wood-boring larvae of beetles meking ravages on the mature trees;.

The tree itself, sometimes growing to a height of about fifty feet, ®mn,
in middle age, be picturesque, and has large striking flowers of the bottlebrush
type, colaured deep cream, these yield necter profusely and are strongly
attractive to birds of the honey-eating typeees the plant is often known as
Coest Honeysuckle, .

The antics of wattle birds and white-bearded honeyeaters are interesting
to watch with all the signs of being "under the weather" or honey-drunk, The
white-bearded honeyeaters are normally belligerent birds, but when they take a
few extra sips of honey they become full of flight and will ferjously: .
chase and tackle any other bird that comes within reach, irrespective of size,

ONE bird once seen had evidently taken just that one sip too many; with beak
drooling armd neck and feathers stuck together with necter, he could just stand
upright on a branch,

The BANK: 5TAS5, named after Sir Joseph Banks, botanists with Captian
Cook on the "Endeavour" and father of Australian botany, belong to the family
PROTEACEAE which includes the Hekeas, Grevilleas, etc,

B, integrifolia is mo exception to the rule of having flowers in long

cone-like spikes, The leaves, dark green on the upper surfsce and white with
strong veinings underneath, are usually symmetrical, although occasionally
some are irregularly toothed. The timber is dark and suitable for decorative
work, Endemic tonAustralia there are about fifty species of Banksia all told,
ranging from Victoria #o Queenslund, and they are an ornamental adjunct to

our coastal flora.

NEXT OUTING,

To date we do not have any details on the next outing except that it
will be to the Sugarloaf are®, and is to be lead by MrT, Spiller.

Watch the Border Post for detailse
Remember please be on time for outings as a late start could mean

we missout on the full programme which the leader has planned,
00o



