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GRANITE BELT
NATURALIST

Monthly Newsletter of the
Stanthorpe Field Naturalist Club

AIMS OF THE CLUB
1. To study all branches of Natural History.
2. Preservation of the Flora and Fauna of Queensland.
3. Encouragement of a spirit of protection towards native birds, animals and
plants.

4. To assist where possible in scientific research.
5. To publish a monthly newsletter and post it to members.

(P12 332331232202 213
Mestings: 4th Wednesday of each Month at QCWA Rooms at 8.00pm.
Outings: The Sunday preceding the 4th Wednesday of each Month.
Subscriptions: Single $8.00 Family $15.00 per annum July to June.
Rent : Donation per family per meeting.
Address: Stanthorpe Field Naturalist Club Inc., P.O. Box 154, Stanthorpe Q

4380.
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THE LAMENT OF THE MULLIGAN'S HUT CAMPERS

October 23-25, 1992

Currawongs, those currawongs,

Their eyes are beady yellow.
Currawongs, those currawongs,

Their eyes are beady yellow.

They take your food at breakfast time,
Come back for more at dinner time.
Currawongs, those currawongs,

Their eyes are beady yellow.

Currawongs, those currawongs,

They swoop down on the campers,
Currawongs, those currawongs,

They swoop down on the campers,

Tom lost his bread to feathered foe,
Hot toast from Fred was next to go.
Currawongs, those currawongs,

They swoop down on the campers.

Currawongs, those currawongs,

They loudly call to wake you.
Currawongs, those currawongs,

They loudly call to wake you.

Don’'t leave your lunch without a guard,
Or finding food for tea is hard.
Currawongs, those currawongs,

They loudly call to wake you.

Written for the Nats who went to the recent Campout -
With apologies (very sincere apologies indeed) to the
Traditional German Carol - O Christmas Tree.

You may sing it if you wish but I don’t think that I want
to hear it !!!!! Desley McDonagh
FEERRRKEE

This will be the Last magazine for the year, 40 1 would Like to Zake this
opportunity to wish all members a very happy Christmas and a phosperous new
s yean' = Ed' kRRFRRRERK

“There is something that is much moie scarce, something raren than ability.
1t is the ability to recognize ability.

FET ST E L L83

Robert Halg
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NATS. TRY THEIR HAND AT ORIENTEERING

On Sunday 1st November members of the club had an interesting half-day outing,
experiencing the simple basics of orienteering. The seed of the idea came after
Millie and Ray Marsden had been catering for an orienteering event. The after-—
noon was excellently explained by well known Stanthorpe leaders and exponents of
the sport John & Joan Bourne. I think 27 attended and we found our way to the
starting point by suitable signs. Beside club members we had two young people
from Denmark, one from Switzerland and one from Japan - the latter still
struggling with English found the map of international understanding - with
systems and symbols.

Before setting out John spoke to us about orienteering and the enjoyment which
the sport can provide - the personal satisfaction, if you do not wish to be
competitive or the enjoyment as a family. It commenced in Sweden in 1919, came
to Australia in 1969 and now forty countries participate. Locally the Bullecourt
Bounders started in 1983, largely through the enthusiasm of Christine Gregg.

This district is highly regarded for challenging terrain, and cool conditions,
and national and state titles have been held here.

Basically the sport is the art of navigating a course - locating control points
in a set order and completing it in a reasonable time. Courses are colour coded-
nominating the difficulty. Colours range from ones for beginners to full blooded
difficult courses. Topographical maps are in five colours from white to deep
green, white being open country to deep green denoting very dense vegetation.
Maps are produced in the scale of 1.15,000 or lcm to 150 metres. International
symbols describe details of the terrain. Maps are quite a work of art, and local
maps are amonst some of the best in Australia.

Each person was given a stripof map, a compass and an official card to record
their personalmovements. Controls had been set up before hand on a preouting
by the Bournes - a clip at each one with appropriate figurations, checked your
movements.,

After completing a simple course reading the maps, Joan took some by one route

and John gave the rest a more challenging exercise. John paused regularly to
explain possible personal thinking processes, and why different options could

be taken to acheive a better end result. For example perhaps a flat rock was
marked as grey on our maps, though a more devious direction might prove advantag-
eous, timewise, instead of the route through very rough undergrowth. - As long

the next control was located the decision made "on the run" may mean vital minutes
saved on the final result. It also gave time for him to explain some of the
infinite detail which could be gained from the map.

We all finally arrived back at the starting point, enjoyed a cup of tea, and
Millie moved a vote of thanks to John and Joan for providing a very interesting
afternoon.

Jean Harslett

R
" 'HAPPY VALLEY BOTTLEBRUSH AT "ORANA"

We have tow Happy Valley boitlebrush (Callistemon) side by side in our ganrdey.
last year one glgythem o;;egzs attacked by a borer which appeared to have

barked it not fan above the ground. The shwub shot grom the bottom and we
thought the tfop was going to die. Howevenr,the damaged plant now has a number
of flowerns on it, while the one beside it has masses of new shoots and no
glowens. Perhaps we should treat it a Litlle more roughly.

The Callistemons were grown from seed collected from plants along the un-named
ﬂz,%bu,tony 04 Back C)LQQ?Z. which §Lows (when we're not 4in d/wgtgh;Lt) through oun

propenty. E

KkkkRREREE KK
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OUTING TO GIBRALTAR RANGE OCTOBER, 1992

A number 0§ people ariived to set up camp on Friday 23nd Octoben, to be greeted by Millie
and Ray and thein frniends, Betty and Fred who had anrnived the day before. Some of
us saw a Waratah on our way Ln and admired the Hakea in full bLoom.

We were awakened early on Satunday by the cwwawongs, and Tom very generously fed
his breakfast to them. These binds are becoming a menace, and 1 feel that the
National Parks should make a concerted effort to prevent people from feeding them.
I'm sure Lf signs were posted explaining that feeding them makes them aghressive,
camperns would co-operate, and after a time the currawongs would feed on thein
natual diet.

Everyone was ready to walk at § o'clock instead of 9 as planned s0 we set off for

The Needles. The track passes through heathland and Eucalypt forest at the beginning,
where we saw oun finst Waratahs (Telopea speciossdima). Most of these were not quite
An gull bloom, and seemed as Lf they may have been sLightly sconched on the sepals

by frost. As well as the Waratahs there were masses of Golden GLory Pea (Gompholob.ium
Latifolium), some Boronia microphyllia, Matchsticks (Comesperma ericinum), Awo
varieties 0§ Dampiena and a wondenfwﬁ forest of tall ghass trhees [(Xanthowthoea).

The purple mintbush (Prosthantheral. - was Lovely and there were Calandenia
carnea (pink fairnies) in bloom. We were accompa .nied by bindsong, but did not see
many of Zthe birds.

When we passed into the nainforest, we saw white everlastings (Helichnysum elLatum),
and a SoLanum covered in masses of flowens and prickles. The views at
the end of the walk were spectacular, although the Mann River valley was quite
brown. There were Dendrobium kingianum §lowering on the hocks, and native fuchsia
(Epainis Longiflora in amongst them. Narelle also noticed onange blLossom orchids
(_szcochwu.é galeatus and pencil onchids (Dendrobium becklerl) on some trees by the
Thack.

In the agternoon a few people travelled Lo The Washpool National Park to sinoll along
the self guided walk. T believe it was most enjoyable and they saw a Lyrebird.

The nest of us went to the Waratah Trig, seeing dotted sun orchids (Thelymitra {ixiodes)
along the track. The climb at the end was not tewiuibly steep and wonth it fon the
view. There was Enistomen myoporodides in bloom showing very attractive buds as

well as flowens, and Bauena rubiodies. There was one §Lying duck orchid (Caleana
majorn) out, and several in bud. Awound the top 0§ the trig were gardens of purple
mint bush and Leptospwmmum, and a specimen of a rare Phebalium . We had Lengthy
discussions about which rnocks we could see. In actual fact we identified them Rater
as Anvil Rock and 0Ld Man's Hat.

Aften tea on Satunday MilLie and Ray Lnv.ited ws Zo share billy tea and damper around
thein camp fine, which was a very pleasant end fo the day's activities.

A few people saw a platypus at 5.30 on Sunday and bLue wrens v.isited the campsite.
We were accompanied on our walk by the ranger, going arwund Suwweyonrns Creek Thail.
There wene a Lange numben of beautiful dotted sun onchids bLooming along the _track
and we saw the biggest patch of Cymbidium kinginum any of us had ever seen, at
Candinal's Cap.

Peten and Stephen Powen climbed the Dandara Crags while we Less energetic folk
continued around the Zrack. We stopped fo admire smoke bush in bLoom along with
Hakeas, Grey Grevellia and Waratahs. We saw over thinty different wildflowers in
bLoom oven the weekend. At the end of the cirewit we headed back to camp for Lunch
and then packed up to go home. T think all of us would have Liked to stay Longen.

Marganet Carnefl
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NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 25th November in the C.W.A. nooms at & p.m.
David Wilson will present the programme on The Kimberlfies.

There wikl be a management committee meeting at 7.45 p.m.

kkRRERKKK

OUTING FOR 22ND NOVEMBER

The outing for this month was o have been fo Murphy's Gu€ly, but because of
difficulty in gaining permission to enter private property, the outing will now
be to Boonoo Boonoo Falls. -

We will meet at 9 a.m. at Weeroona Park, and travel via Sugarloaf Road and Mt
Lindesay Road Zo the twwoff. Morning tea will be at Morgan's Gully a short
distance along the Boonoo Boonoo Falls noad. At the pre-outing on 8th Novemben
there were at Least §ifteen different wildflowers in bLoom, including masses

0§ caltryx and boronia. The caltryx will probably be bare of §Lowens, but showing
its nusset calyxes at the outing. Mongans Gully 48 an interesting place o
explone with Lots o4 granite and wildflower gardens.

There are good swimming holes at the Cypress Rest Area and at the top of the falls.
The one at the §alls would be better for children, and there is plenty to see
around this area, including glannel §Lowers and callistemons. The walk to the
galls viewing platform is quite easy, and the more energetic can go fo the bottom
0f the falls aftern Lunch if they wish. 1t should be a relaxed day, and the group
can decide when they want £o move from one area to the next.

Esme and Henb Colley are the Leaderns for the outing.
RRRRRKRRKY

CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP

This yean, as the weather has been kind, Janet and Col Hockings are our hosts fon
the break-up on 13th December, commencing at 5 p.m. We will be having a barbeque
in the §LoodLit garden - please bring your own good and drink.

To get to the Hockings' nedidence, travel about 9 km along Sugarloaf Road and turn
Left into Giklbards Road (a mailbox with "Pinastern" on it stands at ithe coanen.)
Thavel about 1 km along the road to "Pinaster'. :

kXK KRKRK

'PRE-QUTING REPORT 24ith JANUARY 1993

Owr outing on 24th January will be to Basket Swamp Creek and Falls, Led by Knis
and Margaret Carnell.

We will meet at Weeroona Park at 9.00 a.m. and travel via Sugarloaf Road and Mt
Lindesay Road to the Basket Swamp Picnic area where we will have morning Zea.

There i5 a shont walk along the bank of the creek which is just a gentle stwil.

We will then divide into Awo groups, one of which will walk down the creek to
Basket Swamp Falls. This should Zake about two houns. The other ghoup will travek
by car o the falls, stopping to view the falls along the way. The river drops 4in
three places and it is quite easy fo view them by walking a short distance from the
noad.  Lunch will be at the gfalls.

Aftern Lunch we will explone the area below the falls. There is no swimming hole
as such but we should be able to cool off in the creek. 1§ the day is Zoo hoZ, we
will forgo the walk down the creek and all travel the easy way.

*ERRRREER
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. HELD IN
_THE CWA ROOMS, STANTHORPE ON 28TH OCTOBER 1992 AT 8.00 PM.

Chairman Kris Carnell opened the meeting and welcomed all present,
particularly Gordon Davis and Errol and Annette Walker, back from their
travels.

Attendance and apologies as per attendance book.

The minutes of the September meeting were accepted as a correct record on the
motion moved by Tom Archer, seconded by Herb Colley and carried.
CORRESPONDENCE :- Inward

1. ACF Catalogue 2. Twba Field Nats Club Inc. - D D Naturalist
3. & 4. Richmond Valley Nats Club Inc - Newsletters

5. D. Holley - Sub for 1992/3. 6. Senator John Coulter - Environmental Info.
7. Twba Bushwalkers - Footprint 8. Chinchilla Field Nats - Urimbirra

9. CBA - Bank Statement 10. Queensland Nats - QNC News

11. Australia Post - Print Post Info. 12. Sub - Gordon & Noor Davis

Qutward:- , .

1. Bill Goebel - Condolence letter 2. Ian & Denise Halliday - thanks for
outing hospitality 3. & 4. Community Billboards & Round the Ridges - Notes
for broadcast. ; .

Business arising from Correspondence

1. Chinchilla Field Nats are offering to give us back bound copies of our
magazine and take any back copies of Urimbirra we want to give them, the
exchange to be made at an outing to save postage costs. It was moved by Tom
Archer, seconded by Jean Harslett and carried that we take advantage of this
offer.

2. The change in Print Post conditions does not change anything for us.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Balance as at 23/9/92 $282.63c
Receipts
Subs $53.00
Room Rent Coll $ 6.50
$59.50 59.50
$342.13
Expenditure
Room Rent $13.00
Fed Gvt Tax Sept .30
$13.30 13.30
$328.83
Balance as at 28/10/92 $328.83

Accounts to be passed for payment - Room Rent $10.00; Stamps - $45.00; Kris
Carnell (12 reams of A4 80 gsm paper) $78.04

Moved Julia Brown, seconded Rod Hutchin that the Treasurer’s report be adopted
and the accounts be passed for payment. Carried.

OUTING REPORTS - Margaret Carnell gave a verbal report of the Campout to
Gibralter Range National Park. 27 people went on the outing; they took part
in several walks; a good time was had by all. The wildflowers were
spectacular. Several people saw platypus. Kris and Margaret Carnell are to
be thanked for arranging the outing.

Orienteering Outing. Rob McCosker advised that this would be on Sunday 1st
November, meeting at Harslett’s Road at 1.30 pm.

Next Outing will be a family day to Murphy’s Gully - swimming/ fishing/
walking. Meet at Weroona Park at 9.00am on Sunday 22nd November.

Specimens - Rod Hutchin brought several Orchids; Margaret Carnell 4 ground
orchids; Jean Harslett - book to help identify flowers from outing; Desley
McDonagh prints from the Gibralter range Campout.

Next Meeting - 25th November David Wilson will present a programme on The
Kimberleys.

Programme :- Brian and Noela Dodd presented a programme on Alaska. They gave
us most interesting information on Alaska, and illustrated this with excellent
slides. Thank you both for a most informative and interesting programme.




