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Minutes of the General Monthly meeting of the Stanthorpe Field
Naturalists, held in the Q.C.W.A. rooms Victoria Street, Stanthorpe
on Wednesday November 23, 1988 at 8pm,

Present 36 | ~ Apologies 7
Opening, - President Ray Marsden opened the meeting and welcomed
©all, especially visitors to the meeting. . :
Minutes. - It was moved by Tom Archer and seconded by Dore
) McCosker that the minutes as printed in the November
Newsletter be taken as read and confirmed. Carried.

Corre spondence., Inward received from := *, Southern Downs College

0f Technical and Purther Education requesting copies
of the magazine be forwarded for their library.

2. Dia 1 aSafari 3.0rder forms for the book "Lake
Broadwater" 4., Granite Belt Grape Vine Newsletters
received from 1. Darling Downs Naturalist 2. QLD '
Naturelist Inc 3. Richmond Valley Naturalist 4.
Toowoomba Bushwalkers Club. Outward forwarded to :-
1. Letters of sympathy to Betty McKenzie and Janet
Hockings 2. 4QS re outing and meeting notices. It was
moved by Val White and seconded by Jean Harslett that
the inward correspondence be received and the outward

endorsed. Carried.
Trea surer's Trea s urer Julia read the treasurers report

Report Balance as at 26/10/1988 Credit $ 319-26
Receipts Subscriptions $56.00

Room Rent 6.60 62-60
Expenses Magazine Postage 17.00
' Magazine Duplication 6.00
Room Rent 8.00
Photocopying B.P. 5.00"

Megazine Covers - T7.50 43,50

Balance as at 23/11/88 .
Treasurer Julia moved her report for adoption and the
following accounts be passed for payment. Magazine

. postage %1 3 Room Rent $8; Magazine Duplication $6;
Stencils $26.40; Magazine Covers $15. Seconded by
Diana Holley. Carried

November outing report. Robin McCosker, leader of the outing to the
"Forgotten Country" proved to be a well attended
ad interesting camp-out. Rob set up camp on the Friday
and the remainder of the campers arrived on Saturday.
Ray Klenk, of Baryulgil led the group on an outing of
interest on Saturday afternoon, while on Saturday
night some of the campers attended a dance in nearby
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Outing Report

2. .. January, 1989.

ntinued) - T o
éggyulgil-hall. Pat Bancroft, of Lionsville, :led the.

- campers to visit a mine, members brought back some

lovely samples. At this campout platypus, fish, turtles

and several snakes were seen. . B
The secretary was requested to write le?terg of:

thenks to Ray Klenk and Pat Bancroft for their time

80 generously given and for the use of 4WD vehicles.

@Rristmas Break-up. As the majority of those present preferred to

Next‘Outiﬁg;

have the break-up on December 11 it was changed from
December 4 {to December 11. Members to arrive at Harslet
PForm after lunch with insect search and walks on the
program., Jean Harslett offered to supply salads for
the barbecue so please bring meat and sweets,

A half day walk out form Brittania Street crossing to
Petrie's Crossing to be led by Ray Marsden. Members to
meet at Brittania _Street at 1.30pm.

Januay.Pfogram.ifihe_meétihg.Qn‘January 25 will convene at gpm and

S pecimens.

the guest speaker will be Mr., David Hockings.

'S everal peoplelbrought,calsiteﬁsamples and Col
" Hockings spoke on these. Robin McCosker brought two
'birds nests - one he wished to have identificd. Bobks

were on display to identify the ticks and mites and
other '"nasties" experienced on the camp out., Jean
Harslett spoke on these.

General Bﬁsiness. - Jean Hafélétt:preséhtedwthe book "Plant use by

the Aboriginal People" compiled by Glenn Teiper of
Beenleigh. Glenn runs the Jacob's Well School for
Natural Science for school children and the book was
a gift from him. The secretary was asked to forward a
letter of thanks to him,

~ Editor asked the members if they wished to have
ligts of flowers and birds to be included in the
newsletter. All were in favour of continuing it,
- Brian McDonagh spoke on a torquoise parrot nest on
his propecrty which has “two surviving young in it.
Meeting closed at 845pm, - ‘

AfterjMéeting‘Program.. President Ray introduced Errol Walker the

guest. speaker for. the evening, Errol presented a most
interesting slidc program on his recent trip which took

- in Broken Hill, Lake Eyre, Flinders Ranges and the

Birdsville track to mention but a few places,
This was greatly enjoyed by all present . and
appreciation was, shown by acclamation. A vote of thank
‘was moved to Errol for bringing such a variation of
-scenes andAespecially-forﬂthe‘photOgraphy skills
~exhibited, T el Lo -

- Dorothy Archer,
" Hon. ‘Sec,
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November Outing Report on camp-out to Washpool Creck.
by Leader Robin McCosker,

The camp-out to Washpool Creek in the Forgotten Country was
held on November 19 and 20, 1988,

The name for this outing was taken from the book of the same
name, about the gold mining areas roughly from Grafton to Tenterfield
written by Mrs. Isabel Wilkinson of Top Plains in the Clarence River
valley, The area I had suggested for the outing was around the
former townships of Lionsville and Solferino, particularly the
Garibaldi mine where a “crystal cave® had been discovered and an :
enormous quantity of the crystal had been mined and sent to Germany.

On the pre-outing trip we called at information offices in
Tenterfield and Glen Innes, and, although we could pinpoint the area
on maps, no one knew much about it. We began to think it really was
the forgotten country. Fortunately a couple of phone cclls after we
returned home gave us two contacts who would be willing to be guides
and we obtained permission to camp on Washpool Creek. We have Mrs.
Isabel Wilkinson to thank for providing the contacts with Pat Bancroft
and Ray Klenk. ,

I was still unsure of a campsite so I drove down on the Friday
morning to establish one. Soon after leaving the Bruxner Highway, the
Plains Station Road passes through Frasers Cutting with magnificient
views down to the Clarencc River. We emjoyed theWilkinsons hospitality
at Top Plains for smoko and lcarned a lot morec about the area.

Trish envied the tropical rainforest garden which they ha ve created
at their home. The bitumen road surface changed to gravel after
Yates Crossing, as we continued to Baryulgil%pronounced Baryoogle)
where we turned right towards Lionsville. The sealed road from
Baryulgil through the Yulgilbar(Yooglebar) perhaps indicates its
importance., It is at present owned by Myers, as also is the small
store at Baryulgil a subsidiary of Myers. The station became re-
knowned for its castle, built by the original owners the Ogilvies.

We crossed the Clarence River again, then on to find a campsite
on Washpool Creek, which riscs in thc Washpool National Park. After
lunch and setting up camp, we had an enjoyable afternoon swimming
and learning from local Pat Bancroft, how to make the creek crossing
negotiable for low clearance 2 WD vehicles. That night we tried
fishing and landed a nice catfish, while next morning Danny caught
another after actually sceing the fish take the bait - sincc the
water is so clear. Earlier in the morning I saw Platypus in the creek
and watched thoem for over an hour. Fred and Lillian had arrived on
Friday also and the chancec of catching a fish interested Frecd. On
Saturday morning, as he had no bait, Fred quickly fashioned a shrimp
net from some wirc and netting. He soon had a few nice shrimps which
a little later in the morning enabled him to catch an ecl. We were
paid another visit from Pat Bancroft, who showed us his collection
of mineral samplcs including asbestos, cepper, gold and mercury ore
ﬁg well as somc Iceland Spar, the calcite crystal from the Garibaldi

ine, ‘

When the main party arrived and sct up camp we had a total of
36 members present. Our gulde for the afternoon, Ray Klenk from
Baryulgil, arrived about 2pm and we followed him across Washpool
Creek, through the site of the Lionsville township and on to the
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November Camp-out report(Continued).

remaing of the Lion Mine. Although we searched hard, the only treas-
ure discovered was a nice specimen of a hyacinth orchid. Back at
Lionsville, we spent & lot of time looking at the remains of what
was once a thriving community. Only two slab huts are left standing
now, one complete with a bedroom partitioned off with canvas.

We then headed off to look at Solferino, but didn't get too
far with the two wheel drive vehicles. Fortunately there was enough
room on the 4WD's (would you beleive 22 pcople on board Ray Klenk's
Toyota - Oh what a feeling! ). The track was quite steep and rough
but worse was the lantana growing over it, causing quite a bit of
discomfort to some. We eventually arrived at Solferino Creek and the
site of the once predominantly Italien township. The scrub-and -
lantana have almost obliterated all trace of it now, although we
found.twq wells lined with stones and what appeared to be a couple
of building sites. We turned around there and headed back to cam
although the track does continue to the next watercourse Mogri ag
Creek, said by Ray to be even prettier than Solferino, with itg tree
£§Z§§ angvgtaghorgg ctc. Everyone was very grateful 0 Ray for so
fre ugegoflﬁésusehiglg%me9 hls.knowledge of the area and especially

Some nine members were t e i - ni '
turned up at the Baryulgil halg ?6gtaRggnggalghghggwﬁlﬁht,i%s.ge
only one dance a year and as this wasvtheir.second we Su%l Vwere .
prlvelﬁge%. We had a most enjoyable time too. reatty were

ext morning we set off i icle ai
igdtﬁgllogedfP%E %incr?ft'to thg gggtvggl%i;SrigZénbz;oigoizogéggﬁ?e
\ end o e track we met an i ing - i i fic~
ial leg, who regularly camps therelggeiigg1?§r02§§dwizhtgne artif}c-
his spare time. He was a mining engineer and told i 11 the
zigugrgygg gag hiﬁing with native cats trying to ggg gisa%gogheand
ish in e creek eating holes in a canvas h ’
ounce and a half of gold he showed us looked t o PR
his troubles however. We set off on f %0 i ® oo e rroward, for
stoney creek, then left it to follow %g nou g one Dloturesque but
the Garibaldi Mine. It was interestin i Thote the aine oadway to
: . a te the size and di i
of the rainforest type trees growin g ares i g erslty
ber as clearings some fifty years e nTﬁre%s“WhICh hot woid remen-
like five by the time we rosuhad tﬁgo._ et mile or so¥ walk seemed
worth the effort as large chunks of caloibe orusiary wos certainly
littering the ground. Bt mnanks calcite crystals‘were seen
before we headed off down the frurﬁ SEeia mogiad & nice specimen
boiler on the way. Although rustac gggln cpitmonrCoted o large
couple of staghorns, the gmmenseyﬁaplﬁ Cagptinow, and hosting a
brought it thore ané ihe teeonse oller made one consider the men who
¢ us ordeald they must h had
overcome tc establish the goldmine in such Y ave had %o
to camb Wag sire . m such a wilderness. The return
interested to have a close look ang apfegg ba%lowed tinns Who was
reluc%2§¥lat cagp we enjoyed a final swim inetggeciggﬁlggfgiego.
y backing up. Upon Pet's advice about ‘
member : - ; out the road, some
'8 returned home the way they had come, while the rémainder
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November Camp Out Report(continued).

followed him along the Lionsville Forest Road through Ewinger State
Porest to the LEwingar North road. We left Pat here, after thanking
him profusely and wishing we had the time to see more of the area.
The forest roads were in quitc good condition and the scenery was
magnificent as we followed along the top of the Gibraltar Renge
before dropping down to the Clarence River valley to meet the Plains
Station road again ncar Yatces Crossing. It was then a three hour
drive home to end what had turned out to be a great camp-out, thanks
espceirlly to Mrs. Yilkinson, Ray Klenk and Pat Bancroft.

He e R H B R AW H%

Christmas Break-up outing and barbecue.

The outing was arranged to be an insect search and some
leisurcly walks around the Harsletts property at Amicns. Owing to
the showery conditions the insects, like the Nats. members, were
keeping very much to the dry places and were hard to locate.

Between showers a few inscets were found and Jean was cble to
tell us about their habots, some werc taken inside to bo examined
under the magnifying glass before being released. Vhile the rain was
tumbling down the 43 mcmbers present were invited to peruse the
wide range of nature books available in theo Harslett home and Jean,
a talented entomologist, showed her butterfly and insect collection
to those who had not scen them beforc. An indoor barbecue seemed to
be the order of the day.

A visit to the dam was of great intcrest because of the birdlife
seen, ducks, moorhens and to everyone's delight a family of black
swans. This is the first time that the pair have nested on the dam
and their family of seven were very well troined. They kept in
perfect order swimming behind Mum and Dad and kept a distance from
the interested humons on the dam wall. '

It was brought to our notice that birds suffer from the storms
and strong winds as two ncsts had been brought down. These were
brought along for display ~ one was a bulky stick, vine and wire
nest of a magpie and the other was a dainty web and bark nest of
& honeyeater.,

President Ray Marsden thanked Rob and Jean Horslett for their
hospitality and wished one and all the compliments of the season
and a happy cnd hcalthy aew year,

K36 3030 363 3 K 3F 2048 03 338 %

January Cuting.

The outing will take the form of a walk out from Brittania
Street to Petrie's Crossing along Quart Pot Crcek and the Severn
River. Ray Marsden will be the leadcr and members are asked to meet
at the Britiania Strect crossing at 1.30pm on January 22, It is
envisaged that cars will be available to ferry drivers back to
Brittania Strect to pick up their vehicles.
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Bird List from Washpool Creek Camp-out.

1. Sacred Kingfisher 27. Crimson Rosella

2. Azure Kingfisher 28. Rainbow Lorikcet

3. Kookooburra 29. Vonga Pegeon

4. Dollar Bird 30. Scaly Breasted ILorikeet
5. Crow ) 31. Spurwinged Plover

6. Pecwit - Magpie Lark - 32. Red Browed Finch

7. Magpie (Black Backed) - 33. Silvereye

8. Wagtail ) 34. Scarlet Honeyeater

9. Currawong(pied) 35. Lewin Honcyeater

10, Grey Butcher Bird " 36. Vihite Throated Warbler
11. Pied Butcher Bird 37, (Cicada Bird

12. Ibis (straw necked) 38, Satin Bower Bird

13. White Winged Chough 39. White Throated Treecrecper
14, Easter Whipbird 40, Yellow Robin

15. Grey Crownecd Babbler 41, Grey Shrike Thrush

16. Black faced Cuckoo Shrike 42, Satin Plycatcher

17. Superb Blue Wren 43, Grey Pantail

18. Variegated Wrcn 44, Bell Bird

19. Red Backed Wren 45. Koel

20. Coot 46, Yellow Tailed Thornbill
21. Dusky Moorhen 47, Scrub Wren

22, Sea Eagle 48. Spotted Pardalote

23. Black Duck 49. DNoisy Friar Bird

24. White Cockatoo 50. Wedge Tailed Eagle

25. Glossgy Cockatoo 51. Owl ?

26. Eastern Rosella 52, Pipit

365 R K%

January Program,

The first meeting for 1989 will bec held in the QCWA rooms in
Victoria Street at 8pm on January 25. It is hoped that there will
be a good roll up as the program will be presented by Mr. David
Hockings and will be on “The Top End".



