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No. 168 2/ September, 1985
MTNUE§§ OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD IN C.W.A. ROOMS, . 8, 1985

Present 18 Apologies 2.

Meeting opened by President Jean welcoming all present and in particular
Chris Teague and hoped that she would be a prospective member. Jean
also thanked all who took her place in the chair during her overseas
trip.
Minutes - moved by Rob McCoaker and seconded by Esme Lacey that minutes
be taken as read in the August Magazine. Carried.
Business arising from Minutes - the club accepted with pleasure having
Bruce Gibson 3o§n the News Letter Sub Committee and also announced
that the wild flower % day outing on Sept. 8th will meet at 1 p.m. at
Girraween., '
Correspondence Inward consisted of 1. letter from World Wide Travel
Bureau re Heron Island Bird Week 7th - 14th December.
2. Sept/85 Journal from National Parks Associationm.
3. Q'1ld Naturalist Journal Vol 25
4. Darling Downs Naturalist -
5. Newsletters from Chinchilla Field Nats June & July; Richmond Valley
Field Nats and Conservation & Bush Rescue
Qutwgrd Correspondence 1. Letter of thanks to Joan Ferris our Auditor.
2. Ie%fer to Brett Porter, Ranger at Girraween, inviting him to be
Guest Speaker on April 23rd, 1986 and lead outing in Girraween on
May 25th, 1986.
3. Letter to Dept. Education re our eligibility to order films for club
4. Letter to 4QS advertising our outing and meeting for August.
Moved by Frank Wilkinson and seconded by Bob Lacey that the Inward be
received and the outward endorsed. Carried.
Financial Report

Receipts Expenditures

Subscriptions 174.00 Magazine Postage 13.00
Room Rent 9.45 183.45 " Duplication 7.00
Balance as at 24.7.85 14.58 Room Rent 6.00

Total Credit .
Total Expenditures 26.40
Balance as at 2£.8.85 $7771.63 Credit.

Moved by Joan Stevenson and seconded by May Prentice that the financial
report be received and the following accounts passed for payment -
Mag.Postage August 13.00; Mag. Duplication August 7.00; Aug.RoomRent 6.00

Outing Report CARRIED.

In the absence of Don Lightfoot Jean reported on the Pikedale Quting.
There were 24 present on a day of perfect weather.The wild life was very
interesting. Lyle Thompson who had worked on the station for 40 years
spoke on his and Don's experiences and the historical & geoligical as-
pects particularly the o0ld flood gates which were wellworth seeing.

Next Outing Sept. 8th 3 day wild flower outing to the Junction meeting
at Gilrraween at 1 p.m. Sept. 22nd - Official outing to Rivertree area
and the Graphite Mines to be led by Dore McCosker. Cars meeting

at Weeroona Park

Federal Tax .40 26.40
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Minutes c¢-sntinued -
to leave at 9 a.,m. sharp.
NEXT MEETING Sept. 25th - Den Lightfeot to b Guest Speaker with
a "Surprise Program",
SPECIMENS - Brian McDona%h brought in 6 varieties of Wattle.
T. Black Wattle - Neriifolia, 2. Prilinnsa - very dainty found only in
the Granite Belt & just over the border. 3.River Wattle Florabunda

4. Swamp Wattle - Venulosa 5. Latisepala another variety f d
in the Granite Belt and just over thg border. y found only

6. Prickly Moses Ulicifolia is the common one but the specimen

- shown was.Gunnii and is quite rare and anly found in the Granite
Belt and just over the border.

also - a very interesting rock formation found near Winton - round
like a bowling ball the half one showed quite interesting
and clegrly defined rings.

GENERAL BUSINESS ' .,

Moved by Jean Harslett and seconded b{ Joan Stevenson that we give

the Show Society $3.00 - $2.00 ist prize and $1.00 2nd Prize for

Native Blooms in the Horticultural Segtioen. Carried.

Esme Lacy gave all backs and sovers frem unused extra magazines which
Bob had removed the staples. These can be used for future editions.
Jeen thanked Bob for the time he spent doing this to save the club
expenses.

Brian McDonagh told us about 5 feathertail marsupial mice found in a
hollow log. His daughter Judith is trying to keep the remaining ones
alive as the N.S.W. Dept. want to see them;z

As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.

A very educational and interesting program en "The Antactica" by Beb
and Esme Lacey was greatly enjoyed by all present and we all joined
Tom Archer in a vote of thanks to them beth . .
Dorethy Archer,
Hon. Secretary.
FXHFRIRXEXEXKXEREX X SR

RLPORT Od OQUTING TO_PIKEDALL STATIOM by DO _LIGHTIFOOT

The outing to Pikedale on August 25th 1965 was attended by twenty-
four members, including five children, Six cars left Wweeroona Park
at 9.40amn and travelled direct to Pikedale mail box. Here we were
joinéd by President Jean, fresh from her overseas trip. while I was
at the homestead picking up the key, quite some interest was shown
in the rocky ridge south of the Texas road.

We then travelled through the Pikedale paddocks, known as "limes
tone, Top wash Yool and fottom Gap". In Bottom Gap we left the cars
to teke a short walf to a vantage point to view the country side for
miles. Seen from this point were Inverary Woolshed in the north west
by turning the head, one could see the south west side of Pikedale
and follow the course of Pikes Creek. Eack to the cars and smoko
was mooted, but instead we moved on down through some‘box country
and stopped at an old rabbiter's camp. This camp was 1n use when the
freezing works were located in Stanthorpe. At that time there were
six or seven pick-up trucks, two of which would be loaded in and
around Pikedale. The remainder would pick up in Inglewood and Texas
and Glenlyon and one would do a round trip, nearly to Tenterfield.
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QUTILG REPCRT continued .
Tne freezing works have been closed for many years. :

Vie walked along tne creek(still no smoko) afd saw some birdlife
in this area. Vie moved on to a nice spot on the creek and this served
as a smoko and lgtcr, as lunch spot.Just across ihe creek there is
the cottzge known as "Scrub Cottage" in common terms it was an
out station cotiage and was used as e station hand's quarters. It is
meny years since 1t haes been occupied.

The time was now 12.45pm and the' party moved up the eastern side
of the creek. Quite a lot of interest was shown in the rock patterns
and colours. The children showed interest in -the "rag and bonse"
trade, they had gathered a sheep's skull, wallaby bones and a rabbit
skull. A man's navy blue singlet was seen in an oak tree and we
wondered about the story behind that. There were roos and wallabies
aplenty and a turtle or two in the creek. We came out on to the
flat known as Chinamen's Flat and then to Shepherd's Holding Flat.
Here we saw evidence of the shepherd's hut and habitation of a
long gone era.

Finally we resched the boundury of Pikedzale and Alum Rock, where
stands a fine piece of flood gate work. This is very old and serves
as & tribute to the skill of the workmen. It has 20 foot posts on
eacn side of the creek and e span of about 80 yards, a hand made
wire 1% inch cable and drop ties of wire and wooden handmade gates
hung from the cable. The purpose of which is to hinge and 1ift
to let the water and debris tarough in floodtime.

Vie crossed Pike's Creéek for the return trip and made our way

‘back along the western bank, when we got back to Scrub Cottage we

had a good look around it. Ve then crossed the creek to the cars,
had a cuppa and headed for home. It was a perfect day for the
outing being cloudless and warm.

Lon Llsntfoot.
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We were all saddened to hear of the death of Dorothy Gordon.
Sympathy is extended to our President Jean and her family on the
untimely loss of Jean's sister. Dorothy was known to many of us,
having attended meetings and outings with the club. We knew her as a
generous, gracious lady who gave freely of her time and artistic
abilities.Dorothy will be mourned by her local community of Glenmorgan
and that of the Granite Belt, as she grew up in Glen Aplin. Dorothy
was the younger daughter of the late Mr. and hirs. AleX. Gemmell.

11%%*%**%%%*%%*11

The special half day wild flower outing to Girraween lived up to
expectations and more than thirty different wildflowers were seen,
including eleven acacias. It was a perfect spring afternoon and in
excess of forty members and friends joined together for the outing.
Many thanks Robin for a super outing.

K HHHFHRFHHXNRX
Mr. Fred Gibson of Sydney, was a great lover of the Australian bush
and wrote this poem in January 1984 after receiving news that he had
terminal illness. He passed away in January 1985 and I felt that this
poem shows his affinity with nature and leaves a message foxr all of us

A GIET

I love to wander down this quiet and shady lane,

Where peace is so predominent, there is no fear or pain,

The birds all sing merrily in the trees so tall - and strong,

Whilst up along the mountainside the beautiful lyre bird sings
his song,

To hear the sound of trickling water on the rocks below

And see a black scrub wallaby on the go

Wattle trees are blooming- its golden flowers to see

Waratahs and banksias - they all look good to me.

For this is one of God's many gifts for us to cherish,

So do all you can to preserve - and never let them perish.

HHXRIARXARXFKRRRXH

Our President has given a little more information on the flood gates
on the boundary of Pikedale and Alum Rock, It was probably built
around 1917 by man power with the aid of a horse- no great
mechanical implements - the upright poles are of solid iron bark
and are set into rock on either side of the Pike' Creek. This is
a fine tribute to their workmanship as the gates are still in
perfect condition today.
I AR BN RN
KEXT MELTING September 25th at Q.C.W.A. Rooms at 8pm with Don
Lighfoot's 'iSurprise Program."
LEZT OUTING September 22nd. To Rivertree area and graphite mines
Leaving Weeroona Park at 9am. Leader Dore LicCosker would like to hear
from anyone who can arrange for 4WD vehicles. Lunch at cars, a long
fairly hard walk if 4WD's are not available.




