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THE MINUTES OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB HELD AT
THE Q.C.W.A. ROOMS ON JANURARY 29th.3984 At 8pm,

PRESENT 20csssssese... APOLOGIES L4,

The President welcomed all to the meeting.Some had arrived at
7.30pm to see the A,B.C. programme on the land and its preserv-
-ation,and brought a small portable T.V, set. w
MINUTES That the minutes bq taken as read was moved by A.Wilkinson

and seconded by F.Wilkinson..... Carried,

CORRESPONDENCE Inward was received from:- :
1.Nat, Park re Crows Nest Camp-out and the permit.,
2.Peter Haselgrove re Club offer of helpswill notify,
3.Uni. of Qld. Speleological Soc. re "Down Under",

4, Nat.Parks and Wild Life 12 Press Statements,

9.Wildlife Preservation Soc, re Australia Day Bird Walk,

6.N.P,A, News Vol.53 No8 Jan. Vol54% No1

7.Darling Downs Naturalist. No. 357 Feb,

8. Richmond Valley Nats Newsletter Jan,

9.Contact.. Vol11 No.2 Dec,1983.
10.8th, snnual “eport of Qld N.P.A. and Wildlife,

OUIWARD was sent tos:- -
1.lawrie Jeffrey.Thanks for the Severn River Camp
2.Peter Haselgrove re help at Sundown,
3.Richmond Valley Nats re Acacia Plateua 8uting and  joining us
L, Forestry Dept Cympie,application for Camp-=out,
5.Two to 40S Christmas Break-up and Jan. outing and meeting,

Moved by L.Thompson that the inward correspondence be received
and the outward endorsed,seconded by R. Mc.Cosker, .Carried,

EINANCIAL STATEMENT,

Nov. 23rd 1983 Cr.Bank Balancesesseae.. $16%,13
Receipts Nov23 1983 Room rent 5,40,

Collection

Jan 25th.198% Mag.Sub.5.00 Lt 0540
' '17&. 2.

Payments:- _
NOTEIEE FoBoTax g eicesh ink
OCt.3O FanTaXooou.ov.o-t.
Nov.23rd Room Rent oesveosse 6,00

Nov 23rd. Magazine Duplication5.00
Nov23rd.Mag Postage..... 8.08.
Nov23rd. Paper for the Mag., 9.00

g
Y.

-

50,
20

Dec, F.G, Tax S , 29.48,
Jan Cr.Balarce., WLIS2: .. . 140,05 : :
Cash on HBnGstsvesesnos 25 00T

-"1'5.03

Dot Archgr moved that a credit balance-of ﬁ140;05.be:receiVed and‘that
the f0119w1ng accowiis bg passed for payment ;Magazine Postage $8,50
Duplicating #5.00 Rent. #6.00,seconded by Jean Harslett.Carried.
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MINUTES OF THE JANURARY MEETING CONT. .

Jean Harslett gave a report on the AcaciaPMateau outing attended
by 26,0on a perfect day,but mountains very hazy.A stop was made’at
Maryland Station,and the history of the 'station told,and"some .of: its
landmarks. Great interest was shown inthe outstanding patternm of the
gum.tree. bark. THough mainly driving through.the area many ishort
stops were made’’at vantage pointsgwhere the bunya pines and:the . ..

" plantation were seenj,insects collegf@d and a hyacinth orchid with a
stem of Y42 inSﬁ(TOQcms)uwasffof‘Q.IWe'wondered whose worry the three

dingoes. on the track would be. ' aro bed T

- NEXT OUTING Thisis to-'be a’ camp-out to the Crow's Nest Falls .area.

on Feb.18th<19th, with Ray “and Millie Marsden ‘'as leaders.They

- advise you to take drinking water. ' ‘

' Next MEETING.Tentatively,we hope to have Mr.and Mrs.Wally Mc.Kenzie

as our Guest Speakers. _

SPECIMENS A nest of the Rufous Fantail from Acacia Plateau and

: three varieties of raspberries were shown.A collection box of
 moths wasps €tc and their camouflage,two species of insects show
-ing their likeness was very popular,also varieties seen at
. Acacia Plateau were displayed.

GENERAL BUSINESS : ‘ :

- T - Joan Stevenson made a request that on outings that a courtesy
rule be observed. The rule is that when in convoy the car behind the
leader,the 2nd.car be responsible for closing the gate after the
leaderhas opened it and when the cars are all through, that car
~Then drops to the back of the convoy. Namely .- the next car
~ behind the leader then is: responsible.for closing the second gate

and then dropping to the end of the convoy. Agreed. :

(This is a very logical suggestion for the leader is always of
what should be done,and by waiting until the second cars sees
what to do the landholder, will never have any complaints. Ed.)

Ailsa Wilkinson asked for another half-day outing to be

arranged. . _ o : " : e VT ey 0

- There being no further business the meeting elosed at 9.5pm.

after which Dore Mc.Cosker and Joan Stevenson-gave a talk on and

showed some slides of a trip to Cunnamulla and its..environs. .

Joan Stevensen Hon.Secretarye.
REPORT _ON THE JANUARY BROGRAMME,

Joan Stevenson and Dore Mc.Cosker gave us an interesting
programme to commense the new year. A lot of good human interest,some f
fine slides,backed up by sound information, with a sprinkling of
humours

A programme of the contenders in the lizard race,was most

humerous,ege.

" Rain"by"Something out of The Pastl!

"Good Time Girl" by "Husband out of Town"

" Father's Day" by Once a Year Out of Pity" and so they
) .went on plenty of bright ideas.

From their notes I gleaned that in September 1983 Dore and Joan

joined a group of five others to go by minibus on a camping trip

for eleven days to the Cunnamulla area. As they said,"We were
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REPORT ON THE JANURARY PROGRAMME GIVEN BY JOAN STEVENSON AND

DORE Mc.COSKER _CONT.,
"fortunate to that Jack. and May Bennie (Nats Club Members) had the,
desire to show us this part-of Queensland. Though in the throes of a
seven year drought we were amased at the many plants that were grow-
-ing. it was difficult to imaginé that rTatherlarge specimens o1
Eriosstemon,quanaea3Er§mehi_” éﬂﬁ:Cassia'qpu;d produce such masses
of bloom, Ptilotus,Bassia ans thush were the 'most common on what
would mostly,be otherwise bare grind.. TAPRIER L M e A
‘The " Cauliflower Gum (Euc.terminalis) was in.full bloom and the
huge floret:bunches were a delight to see. How can the Leopard Tree
possible grow from such a prickly shrub,into suech a colourful pat-
-terned-bark: and tall:-tree ? Surprisingly ,too, is it to find
that it is one of the "Flindersias".,

Our stay at the Nine Mile Bore was very interesting,as there was a
good stand of gidgee nearby in which many species of birds were =~
seen, “pen areas also had their particular habitat birds. We were
disappointed that the Bourke Parrot eluded us but in all over 60
types were listed;in the eleven days,and included the Spotty Bower= "
-bird;Crested Bellbird; Quail-thrushj;Purple-Backed Wren,and other good
western species. G o e S A R

Trips were made to the Cunnamulla and Eulo Festivals,and the
unity: of  the western people was evident. Yowah,which is ‘an opal area
and also noted for the "Yowah Flea",which one soon gets to know, was
a stop over for several days. Here the opal is in the form of'"nuts"
but despite our high hopes the "Colours" were not found, Wé Témained
nutsh ‘at’ the game, " =t 7| g S -

. East of here there were mesa type hills and trips were made to su
such-landmarks as the "Bluff" and the "Castle#". The dryness of the
area was proved by the gnarled,twisted and dwarfed Hakeas struggling
to survive on the bare ground ‘or the gibber plains. ;

- For the tiny town of Yowah a bore is vital,to provide its
water.Sunk on Mdolya stdation in 1912 by Mr.%agan to a-depth of ‘
1468 feet;the bore yields 252,000 gals, per houx day at 129 degrees
F. and has 15 mlles of drains. A charge of 10 cents per day is ..
made’ i for- it use s L S T ' | LUl e e LOWY

All good things come to an end,and the return trip ‘ihcluded &
stop to see the mud springs which are the release valves for the
artesian basin. The Beardmore Dam at St.George guarantees water :
for agriculture downstream,and it was good to see it had good reserves
The call of the west is with us and we hope to see it and return
again to -seek more of its beauties." TelrCe ¢ L

Joan provided these interesting facts{thank you) and together
they showed us some interesting and ‘attractive slides,which also
unfolded other fascinating facts as they went along. L1t was a good

evening,and nice for us to 'see it jointly through two peoples eyes
and thoughts, ]
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BULLETIN OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB

ACACTIA PLATEAU OUTTING REPORT BY LEADER JEAN HARSLETT

The new year started well with the January outing to Acacia
Plateau,a happy relaxing day,yet plenty of variety of things to
see and think about. Twenty-six adults and children turned up
meeting at Weeroona Park and completing the compliment when we
met up with the rest of the party at Legume,on N.S.W. time. We
travelled through "Maryland" and '"Mossvale'" to Wylie Creek,stop-
-ping for points of historical interest and photographic spots of
beauty.

It was a perfect day mountain tops at their most beautiful,
with billowing clouds creatving splendid backdropsj,and rhythms of
shader: of softes’ bluss,through all shades to the richest inky
blues of shadow,with shadows dancing andgplaying on the slopes. I'm
sure it was quite imripossible “for us to™Pelieve that clouds we
could almost watch to the coast from our eyrie outlookg,were soon
to be angry storms venting tTheir vengeance on Brisbane and the coast.

There were tall timbers,Eucalypts and Coastal Box (Tristania)
the latter with pink and grey stems,one harbouring vivid green
cushions,ferns and ecrchids, Typical fringe scrub eacalypts and
bloodwoods provided shade and visual inspiration. The bark patterns
of the Grey Gum (yosi cne of the many Grey Gums) Eucalyptus propin-
-qua var.major which has the various names of "Small fruited Grey
Gum" or the "Bastard Bangaiay (but not on Sundaysii) The former common
named fitted the fruit we found well,as they were smalljsand distinct-
~-ive, 4, By far the most memorable feature of these tall and

E:ﬁ straight trees would be the bark at this specific
time of the year. Their rich cream smooth stems are generously patt-
-erned with vivid cchre-orange shades mingled with the richest of dark
greens., Quite irresistible to some of the photographers,

Beyond this type of flora was some scrubjsand there were
isolated specimensof rain forest species.Two varietiss of Lillipill
(Eugenia) were enjoyed.cne with red fruit and brush yellow flowers
too. The other in the scrub had handsome bright purple fruit,a joy
to some birds (E.coolminiana) 0dd all specimens of Crow's Ash,
(Flindersia) showing their large fruits not yet opening into their
intriguing star shapes,so much sort after by floral artists,for
dry arrangements. There was an odd fig tree, and some young ones
with tree guards arouad them to keep cattle off,

We strolled up a grassy -clope,wild gooseberries growing freely
and numerous scotch thistles({10,000 of them can't be wrong!!l)

From here we couid view our home plateau,one of the few places you
can stand off and vicgally reallise you live on a plateayu. Bright
spots of sunchine 1it v» certain land marks like Bald Rock and Mt.
Norman,making them verv casy 1o identify them,from the choice of
naked eye,binoculars o2 a telescope- We then drove up to higher
vantage points,over vivid red volcanic soil tracks,made even more
so,by the contracztinelight but wvivid green grassy, to see the plateau
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ACACIA PLATEAU OUTING CONT.

Trom a different angle,and to look east on splendid views of Mgunthin&*
-dsay and the east and west peaks of Mount Barney,being the third
highest point in]gueensland,Only eclipsed by Mt.Bartle Frere in N, Qld.
and Mt.Superbous closé to where we were. :
Reptiles and insects also were a fegture of the day. Several
Bearded Draggons were seen and Water Draggons. A Land Mullet,so
called because of its smooth unscally appearance. It could be :
described. in being like a Blue Tongue in shape -and build,but faster
in movemefity.and shiney black - no patterns, Also a snake unusal. in
appearance ,but~enly sparing us a glimpse,and was not identifiede.
Another wriggly foumd_in the car was a leech,of fair proportlons, .

After looking up various references the snake was proba -bly, :
Stephen's Banded Snake(Hopocephalus stephensi) It is well known from
the north coastal areas,wetter sclerophyll or rainforest of N.S.W.
and we were only a hop from the border most of the day, and the:.
description of .its habi@®t is spot on. : : e

Swallowtail- butterflies were on the wing,the green Macleay's .
Swallowtail,and attractive BLue Triangles ,and another large black
and white chap with mother of pearl colouring on the underside and
called The Tailed Emperor, could easily be mistakenly thought to be
a swallow-tail.It is the. one recently pictured in the BorderPost,
Jezabels,Weretteg ogﬁer brightly coloured and aptly named butterflies.
Sue and StephanT ne interesting beetles,large weevils beautifully
sclilptured,for some spéeial reason. Perhaps the spines present a brok .
-en outline to their form and make it "melt" into their €énviroment
better. 4 handsome beetle with a defined red and blue pattern,obv-
-iously apes a wasp,with a good sting - which though it has no such

defence,its fake presents a "Keep off" :image to its predators,

. Scrub bird calls of whip birds,golden whistlers,brown pigeons,
provided the correct atmosphere., A number of heaps of feathers
suggested a fairly big population of feral cats. Dore found an

- attractive and dainty wine glass shaped nest of the Rufous Fantail.
Some had the pleasure of seeing three splendid specimens of the
trug honey golden coloured dingoes,jogging along the track in
front of them., no doubt trouble for the locals. e

e - Bunya Pines in plantation,which are doing very well in this

' area,and Hoop Pines were looked at.Other exotics on top of the
ridge,which had been extremely buffeted by weather and winds,
had- so changed their characteristic formyas to be difficult for
even the experts on these species to recognise.

After some walks along scrub trails we had a cup of afternoon °

tea, surveyed the maps and made our own decisions from a variety

~of choicesr of roads-which one we would take. From all accounts about
four different routes were taken. Three cars went via "Cherribah"
to check it out . Congratulations to members Ray and Millie on
winning the Rotary Club prize of'Weekend for Two at Cherribah',

Must not forget the Hyacinth orchid,of which we saw quite a
© few, but this one set out to be "the bipgest aspidistra in the
_world" and was 109,3cm (43") tall. Another orchid Orthocerus

" .stritum ranging from 15-60. cm in height excelled itself this at
'9]{:051-(37")- : N . L
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STOP PRESS FROM THE QUTING LEADERS.

Planns are in order for the Camp-out to Crows Nest. Leaders
Millie and Ray suggest,that if you are not keen about water with a
deal of'local' flavour take your own drinking water, other wise it
is quite useable. For the trip to the falls on the Saturday
afternoon,there is a pleasant waterhole for swimming,so take your
togs' if you wish. Some members will be going if possible for the
Friday night,a permit has been taken out with the Ranger in the
name of "The Stanthorpe Field Naturalist Club" for the information
of early arrivers, A map appears below.
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BIRD NEWS

Three Crested Grebes,trying to look dignified with their
rather comical 'head gear' are each escorting two striped chicks
ﬁ piecejyabout our dam at Amiens,first time I've seen them nesting

ere,

A pair of Pratincoles (first sighting for me locally) decided
also to stay and make the record more exciting by nesting. Alas a
tractor which normally should not be there was taken by someone
unaware of the nest sight,which was really off the track,and alas!
it was driven over, Needless to say after a perbod of bewilderment
and no doubt distress they departed for more friendly climes.

Both records were on or near our dam at Amiens Jan.198%.
Jean Harslett,






