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THE MINUTES OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB
HELD AT THE Q.C.W.A.ROOMS,WEDNESDAY 26th,MAY 1982 at 8

ATTENDANCE: - Present 18.... Apologies 7.
The President welcemed members and visitgrs te
o the meeting. :
MINUTES:~- That the minutes be taken as read was moved
by Tom Archer and seconded by Ray Marsden..Carried.
CORRESPONDENCE. Inward was received from@-
1. .Australia Post re increase in bulk postage as
¢ - from 11th.Oct. 1982, a
2.John Tremasonis (USA) re fauna in Australia.
3.Graham and Kate Greenup letter &f thanks.
4.Richmond Valley Nats re "campout"
5. S.G.A.P. re exhibition wildflewers 11th-12th.
Bw, % AGhETy ' ; September. :
6.A.C.F. Publications.

7.Dept.National Parks and Wildlife,4 press state-

R : -ments.
84NsPi*, V0152 Noi3, May 1982 magazine.

9. Q.N.C. June/July 1982 Magazine.

10utward correspondence:-

IMr.and Mrs McKenzie letter of thanks re programme

2.4QS. re meeting and outing.

3Barney ahd Keith Belford thanks for access to

their property and the May outing.
Moved by Joan Stevenson and seconded by Ailsa
Wilkinson that the inward correspondence be re-
-ceived and the outward endorsed..... Carried.
BUSINESS FROM CORRESPONDENCE: -

The Richmond Valley ‘Nats campout in January was
put to the meeting and further details will be
obtained later.Some members hope to be participating

TREASURERS STATEMENT : -
FINANCIAL REPORT May 26th.1982, -
© April 28th.7982 Bank Balahce fOrward.....ia...s49.8%,
-Receipts received
 April Room Rent Colilection.....#2.40 52,40
S = 3524 k..

Payments for the month, :
April 28th. Magazine Postage..6.51,
- " .M"'Magazine Yuplication. #5.00
i ' ROOM ReNt.civeson  $6,00 #1751
May 26th 1982 Bank Balance =534, 73
Moved Dot Archer that the report be adppted and
the fallowing accounts be passed for payment ,zng
May Magazine Postage... 0,01,
May Magazine Duplicating..... #5.00
May Room Rent.'_.-.,..-...-. v>6.00
Seconded by Ailsa Wilkinson and Carried.

.......
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QUTING REPORT:- Tom Archer-.repprted on an enthusiast-
+-=1c party being taken through very interesting °
country near Girraween National Park by brethers Mr
Barney and Keith Belferd. Being on the eastern side -
the variety of dense timber was noted,while delicate
greenhoods and ferns were seen.Reck outcrops pro-
-vided the party with speculations as te their mak-
-ing,and their unusual shapes came alive. The Banksias
growing at the headwaters of the Quart Pet Creek -
were very interesting.
NEXT OUTING:-Tom Archer reported that he would ‘be 3
investigating the campout site the following week-
-end.Dgetails for this campout on June 19th/20th.
will ge given in the magazine.
NEXT GUEST SPEAKER: = = S B
. We hope.that-Jack and May Bennie will be able to
be with us and give another of their interestin
gaéks on June 23rd. _ -
SPECIMENS: - : - |
Allsa Wilkinson brought- along wattle leaves,™
which came- from Tavoom and were Acacia bandcroftii.
John O‘Ponnell brought a nightjar that was the =~
family cat's’ intended meal. ‘ a

BUSINESS: - - ~ . : o
In reply to'the Bi-centennial Authority re- - <
-quest: for a project for this celebration, we plan 1“ o

to ineorporate the "Year of the Tree",with it as:-a
progressive effort, S L
For the "Year of the TRee" Mr. Ted Fitzgerald from
the Shire Council has outlined a plan of:tree plant -
-ing at Storm King Dam. Further contdet is"to be -~
made with him. “ilsa Wilkinson moved that we keep-

in touch with him(Mr. Fitzgerald) and it was-sec-. .

-onded by Ray Marsden and carried. 5;h?’fﬁ» .

One member attended a tree pulling Field Day o
and found the outcome to be. .the.opposite.of the  -=.: ¢
Club's {deals. Throdgh burning ‘and heavy grazing =
the regrowth was controlled. ' : Co '
There being. no further business the meeting closed
at 9.15pm. - : R e

:Mr. Tom Chapman then gave his experiences while

on. a six week tour of Russia, starting with the
Trans Siberian rail trip and then visiting places
down to Lake Baikal and the Caspian Sea- areas,

and back up to Moscow. Thanks Tom, S

_ : -.Joan Stevenson @ -

; Hon.Secretary.

At the Q.0.S. Camp at Easter at Harsletts prpperty
the most unusual :'sighting by two of the members was
a Barn. gwallaw, ‘and this is an interesting increase
in range of this species. .- T
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R.0.,5, Camp Conts- '
A couple of:small groups ©f ‘Bouthern Whitefaces ,gave .
a lot of- interest and pleasure.Ninety-eight species werc
seen -at Amiens -and sixty-one as .they "bounced" into’ Rew
Rock Gorge -on' the back  of our truck. . ‘ o :

MAY DAY a GAY- DAYs to. BELFORD!S  PROPERTY,FOR_NATS.
-3 By Jean Harslett. .t = 3 Lo L
The May outing -was to Belford's property,where four -
generations have eresided in: the vieinity,thus.we were
treated to a leader who had a storehouse of stories. .
Barney Belford was .our guide for -the day with- brother - -
Keith assisting.: Barney had gone to-no end of trouble
to grade paddock roads to make the way easy for us,fit..
for a king or should I say a Mecedes. He had alse giwmen :
a good deal of thought ,on how to make this a good day .
for a buhnch of'Nats's: If dnteresting rock formations,
unusual plants,fine treesd and a perfect aytumn day, -
were not enough,the day was enlivened by anecdetes,
snippets of history,yarn spinning,told with the inim- .
-itable humour of our guides. Barney takes :a great in-
-terest in the plants and fauna on his property-and -
led us to many of his treasures. The day provided a
great deal of variety in the "home .paddacks", N
For generations timber has been cut from the area,.. ..
however,many fine -trees still stand.The first major -
effort was timber. for the construction of the building
of the railway to Wallangarra in 1885-87. The signs of
0ld roads and old mill sights are still visible. We saw
some fine specimens of Grey - -Gums and other stands of - -
surprisingly dense nature and _.containing excellent trees
Barney has the 'Ability to look: at a tree as a fine
specimen and a thing of beauty as well as to. assess its -
. %Pality-as,timber. One very handsome specimen of Eucalyp
-tusdalrynpleana which was new to us. The "Green" and . - -
"Black" wattles were looked at closely as the former and
not the latter yeild suitable bark for the tanning in-
-dustry dnd We learned a good deal about its Harvesting -
and the correct time and way to do it. o o
Some very.good samples of Bulbophyllum exiguun or B.
minutissmum were seen as well as the more common ‘one
B.elisea. Greenhoods Pterstylis longifolia were seen in
flower and this is not often seen here-and is distincti
-ive in.having quite long and numerous-leaves up the -
stem.'"Gnat orchids were .also in flower., Everyone enjoye-
the fine specimens of, Banksia collina,handsome golden
candles that invited to be picked. This mountain form is
enhanced by hlack stamens which gime it the name of
"Hairpin Banksia).This species is proving useful in the
'approach'grafting experiments,especially in .in“roduc-
some of the West Australian varieties,which hav: shown
cultural problems,and. hereby hangs:another tale.$' But -
suffice to say all had a good day. .- Cor
Name above=-~Eucalyptus dalrympleana, Jean Harslett.
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Journey through U.S.S.R..an illustrated talk by

— ir.Tom Chapman,

As an introduction,Tom told us some OF the pitfalls
and strange problems of planning the Journey.The Russ#
-ians prefer peoq}e to travel through in groups,couple s
such as Tom and <rene are given low priority and are re-
-fered to as travelling alone. The entire tour must be
worked out(and paid for)before leaving Australia.One casx
stay only at Intourist Hotels,and eaca city has one or
more of these(each with the name 'Intourist Hotel!' )
and the itinerary does not state which one you have
been booked into for the night. Only the guide and the
Hotel concerned have this information{! Tom shuddereqd - -
to think of the dislocation which would occur,by a de-
-lay on the Journey,every booking for weeks ahead
would have to. be altered. o o

Anyway the tour spartgd,at,the;fan'eastern,enané—-~
near Korea.The railway line’passed fairly close t» the
Peoples Republic. "e were amused to hear that the
Russians here are not intimidated by the nearness of

the Chinese'masses,they might have'guantity, but we
have the ghbbbbbl qualityn, -

The railway journey is about 4,000 miles across
Siberia etc. to Moscow.Much of The Bastern part was
through coniferous forests,broken_only by occasional
sawmills or villiages with wooden' (why not ?)hovses.

The guided tour of each town showed the heroes of
Socialism,but it was interesting to see the State
parks and gardens,with tendid(usually by older women )
and most had plenty of trees,

After Soscew & the North-West.some nice shots of .

Palaces,Cathedrals & some new Hotels;the CGhapmans
flew south to Georgian,Kazakhstan & Uzbekistan.Parts §
of these Republics are very arid & the towns are real
oasés.Each had a flooq irrigation system,which allow- .
-ed a large variety.of trees to flourish.The autumn

leaves were lovely ‘in this wiherwise barren area. .

At one place only were the ghapmanS'a110wedfto wan.

-der of f-intdo the hills without an escort.The country
-side was very pleasant salthough crol.
There are so many facets of this forbidding land.

At one spot.passengers alighted from the bus,walked
into a nearby field angd assisved with the cotton hap-
~-vest,pulling a few bolls by hand ! Tom also harvest-
-ed his share for the cause. onstruction work looked
solid from the outside ,but T8m claimed that the in-

~side walls of the Hctels,start cracking after a few
years.“nother of their quirks 1s an apparent wide-~
spread reluctance to instal toilets;and Tom is con-
-templating writing a book on ablution blocks of the

U.S.8.R. .
All in all a very enjoyable,although necessarily
blased look at tha‘ vast area of Asia and ope,

which few of us in the West have ever seen and even
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“fewer understand in detail.
L. Ian Jackson moved a vote of thanks carried in the
usual manner. C . o S
Jchn O!'Donnell.

We thank John for this repcrt of a programme which

" some ofgalas’had to miss. I was one and I appreciate
John's thoughtfulness in doing this report for the
bulletin, o '
' Specimens, _ _
A few further notes on the Owlet Nightjar by:John
‘ Q'Donnell '

A . I brought this bird tc the meeting,because it is
one- of the many species of bush birds which are seldom
seen.They ‘are the smallest of ~ur nocturmal birds.& feed
mainly on the grqpn?( no doubt where .my short ¢lawed
cat caught *his one). They.have branched bristles on''~ '
either’ side of the broard:bill,which.look to be useful
for catching insects while in flight.the bristles form-
-ing a sort of scoop. Yolouring is different in various

parts of Australia,this specimen was asoft grey over

the back,with lighter coloured bars on the tail. '
. ' h Johan O'Donnell, g

THE YEAR OF THE TREE by courtesy of FrankWilkinson.

As ‘this .is thé'Year of the Tree', I thought this acc-
-ount from the History »f Tyalgum and Dist!,which is-
‘situated on the Uprer Tweed Valley, Middle Arm,and is
‘also where #ilsa had charge of the school.

" In 1911 while fossicking,Jim Louttit & Dan Kerr
noticed a branch of cedar groiwing out of a fig tree.
The®find was repcrted to Charles Bryant,who with his
~two sons commenced the task Af felling, :

, This giant of the forest had an enormous fig .
tre€¢ entwined around it,which took the three cutters
two weeks to clear.,before work started on the cedar.
© When félled the barrell measured 58 feet in circum-
~ference,contained four 12 fcot logs for 11,000 super

feet of cedar,and the butt log; having a girth ¢f 18
feetbé ins. 'yielded 3,800 super feet. Six logs in -the
1imbs of eleven feet girth yiekded 6,000 super feet.

"Bullocks conveyed the logs to Byangum where they

were rafted.to Murwillumbah,and then lcaded on.a.
boat for Sydney. The cedar was purchased for £365.0.0.
(or#730) , i 4 g

-From the time the first blow was struck against.the
encircling fig,it had taken these three men two months
to get the cedar to Byangum. ¥or their discovery Jim
and Dan were rewarded with a suit of clothes each,
costing £I0FF2E £5.0.0 (Or #10,) "

Frank Wilkinson(Contribution. )
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