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THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB.
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MERTING?WEDNESDAY 22nd,MAY 1981,

MOTION: - The minutes of the previous meeting were con-
-firmed;taken:as. read;-and -moved by Mr,Don Light-
-foot and seconded by Mr.John O'Donnell..
s o Carried.
CORRESPONDENCE : -
INWARD:~1,Letter from Mr,.Roy Buchanan advising us of his
inability. to lead us on an outing to Westray's
Grave, due to his suffering from'Q'Fever,Mr.
- Buchanan is of Lamington.
2.Letter from Mr.Errol Guilfoyle Warden of Beaud-
~esert National Fitness Camp,with information
about the track to Westray's Grave and about
‘the camping conditions and facilities,
3. Eight press statements from the Minister cf
Tourism and National Parks Sport and the Arts,

%. "Down Under,newsletter of the University of

- Queensland Spleological Seciety. :

5y 'Contact' Vol.10 Nm.1.ynewsletter of the Conser-
-vation and Bush Resque Associations.

6. Information from the Department of Continuing
Education Studies,University of New England ‘N.B.W
about "Ecofest "and programmes of Enviromental
Studies,

QUTWARD:-1. -To Mr Errol Guilfoyle, concerning the post-
-poned June Outing to Westray's Grave,
2. Tm Radio 4QS. requesting broadcast of the
outing and the meeting times etc.
MOTION: -Moved by Mr.Martin Davies and seconded by Mr,
Ber Colin Hnckings that the inward correspond-
. =énce be received and the outward endorsed,
i . Carried.
Business Arising From the Corres ondences -

The meeting discussed the the letters concerning
the proprosed outing to Westray's Grave on June 20th,-21
Evidently the track is fairly marked and a gulde is not
necessary. However, it was decided that the Winter
-8o0lstice would -nat be the best time to make the walk of
several hours duration elther way,and in heavy rain-

. ~—forest. Thus it is intended.to make.the trip later in

the year, when there will be more daylight,

FINANCIAL REPORT:~: . . The financial report was present-
-ed by Mrs.Dot Archer.

MOTION:~-Moved by Mrs.Dot Archer and seconded by Mrs,

Ailsa Wilkinson- that the treasurers report be ad-
- .optedyand the accounts passed for payment.
. Carried.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT Cont, | . ,
22nd April 1981 Bank Balance............¢1%7.8g. $17737

.- Receipts 22.4.1981.Room rent Collection |
. SRR S2aRe 1701 Roon, - 182.37. $182.37
Payments: - ' ‘

Epril 22nd.Magazine Wrappers eeeeesvos. ... $32489 |
ApI'iI Magazine”POStage:—.‘.o...‘...... co e '455.30
April ﬁt"om i'ento- uiooo%i.oooo’oooooo $1 . OO .
A I‘il agaZne Du.p ica Onoooocoo‘o.oo R I " '
Brahgm-GreenuP.Petty Casheeeens - 40700 (#10.00)

o | | o a1l $6%,19.
- ~Balancé per{Bank ﬁalance)May 27the 1981..00uveeves #118.18

‘Bccounts to be payed:- :
‘Tees ‘Newsagency Stencils $14.50
May Magazine Postage - # 5,31,
May Room Rent..... $6.00

e T e e e e

GENERAL BUSINESS:- . . ' :
20 As-from thejst.July 1981 an annual fee of $20.00
~-will be:charged by the Australian Post for Categery !B!
registration. Since the the saving on postage of the
- . "Granite Belt Naturalist as a Category 'B' pericdical -
would exceed the #20 fee, it was moved by Mrs Archer
and seconded.by -Mre Jean Harslett that it be paid.
T S Carried.

OULING REBORE:- T v
. JGirraween EBhrough Walk, Sunday May 24th.
brief report, nine members and eleven visitors
(or vice versa) participated in the Girraween Through
Walk led by Errol Walker. They braved an extemely mis-
- -erable day of wind and drizzle,
NEXT . OUTING.-. - '

Mr.John O'Donnell will lead us on an outing to "Rokeby"
down the old Dalveen Road to Warwick. on June 22nd. 1981,
Meeting time is at 9am. at Weercona Park,or alternately
9.30. outside the gate of John's prpperty, "MountainPark"
just north of Dalveen on ¥he old Dalveen to Warwick Road
along the railway. Geological Formations are to be obs-

~erved. including two distinctly different fossil beds,

marine and fresh water fossils, Also some rainforest is

promised. P

NEXT MEETING:- C.W.A., ROOMS Wednssday 25th.June at 8pm..
SPEAKER:~ MR. Geoff Marsden of Stanthorpe. ‘
SUBJECT ¥-SERVICE NEW Guinea Style" An illustrated talk

on a recent Rotoact Service Project up There. ,
Meeting closed 8.50.pm,followed by an after meeting progr-—
-amme. Mr.John O08Donnell entertained us with an illustrated
talk,titled"Adrift in the Arid Zone", John has travelled
eXtensively in western Qld andN.S.W. and it was interesti

-ing to hear his- views of the damage of man & his grazing
enterprises are having on the enviroment,
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OUTING REPORT. EUKEY.TO GIRRAWEEN THROUGH WALK (or WANDERING
‘ . +._.. . WBT IN THE WILDERNESS;)by*ERROL.WALKER.
e ;f¢¢¢f¢¢ﬁ¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢?¢
- The through walk turned out to be the non-event .of - the -
NATS.OUTING"S. year .Twenty-one brave’ or silly -souls stood at
or rather in"the wind and~rain»beside‘the“Ehkey Hall trying
50 convince ‘themselves that the weather- man might be right
and conditions ‘might impreve~as—thé-day'drégged'en. o
Everything wag organized,- six empmty cars were waiting at
Girraween,and wey¥ were to walk through approximately five
miles .of some. of the best scenery in the Park to arrive at the
waiting "pick-yp' cars, - . . - : ‘
“THé décision was made to go,but it turned out to be. the
wrong one,because by the time we had-reached the heightsiof
the hills we were in rain,vind and fog, B T
The beaut. view from Petzler's Eill, turned out to be a
scramble throuzh a muddy cave,only to be swept by mist-lad-
-en vind on the summ’t,. :

The pattern was set for the rest of the trip and five. hours
later,after going astray in the mist,briefly on one occasion,
we were in the warm cars ieading home, . L :

There was plenty o7 evidence of the fire,which went through
that area of thé Park eariier in the year, but there was
plenty of evidence too,wiere new wild flower plants and
ferns were re-establishing,themselves everywhere. The ¥A

burnt scrub let us viey some of the remarkable rock form-
-ations, which otherwise would have been hidden. There was

a lot of tinme for such a study because there was no visiba
~ility beyond the immeliste vdcinity, - - o

I hope 'the potential of the area vas realised and we may
one-day.attempt the walk &1der more favourable weather con
-ditions, ‘ o S . :

I would 1ikxe t~ thank ereryone for their co-operation .

in helping me organise the walk & =for=tiredr dredyriyme e

e ratic and‘thaafwhp willingly acted as taxis for the .-

returning walkers. - o . ‘

. : ' Errol Walker (misleader)

As one of the ™ot shags" of theﬁabove-walk,though per-
~hapes' we felt some- 7" lomfort with cold and wet condit--
~-ions-missed some of the dramatic fine day sceneryj,and - -
collected a few bruices from slips and slides, all that
was far outbalancad by the other worthwhile memories and
experiences, = . .. - . T ST

The joy of understanding more fully the moods aof
mountains, and the elements vhich more substantially. -
shape them and their tangléd-grqeth3 than the fair weather
moods. The joy of returning to your home .with hot baths anl -

cosy fires, comrhined thoughtS'which“have stimulated write.
-eérs-and poets th sohie of their most inspired writings.
= In a close-knit party(kept_closeutOsgether‘byinecessity
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EUKEY-Girraween WALK THROUGH NOTES Cont.
of safty) the warmth of fellowship is of higher order,
and in our hearts we congratulate Errol as leader,in make-
-ing the difficult decision,to lead off his small band.
whatever the conditions might be.He displayed his usual
care of detail in organizaticn,and every care was taken
on the day to ensure that né unneccessary dangerg arose.
The'under fiver' of the party Kerry Langdon,with her

merry little: eyes,peeping out of her track sut~waterrproofx
covered being,was indicative of the spirit of adventure
the 'cldies! felt ,too. She had no words of complaint as
she danced along.. . : :

S S N L L S S N S S S S SRS S =S L L m S rm==s =

B _ADRIFT IN THE ARID ZONE. MAY PROGRAMME,
As thewtitle.suggests,there was something new for us to
think about . I think we have come to know that when John
O'Donnell presents us with a programme,that it will have
thoughts and ideas which will be both worthwhile and stim-
~ulating.This particular programme was no exception,and
John was dealing with a field for which he was trained
at the University and also had put into practice in his
work and thoughts while based with the D.P.I. at Charlie-
~ville,He was azsociated with others with a number of
trials,in’ vhick many types of pastures were tested for
hopeful re-estakblishment ;of some of the areas which had
become barron after over stocking by hard footed animals.
Some of John's pictures told very vivid stories ,and
I feel sure we all went home with some food for thought.
Our club is fortunate to have within its ranks some
pecple who czn provide us with good programmes on a
variaty of themes., It is also lucky to have amongst its
ranks people like Frank and Ailsa Wilkinson who always
pay a charming compliment to these "local club membexr
speakers" by inviting "The Guest Speaker" up to their
home for a cup of tea and their special bradd of hospital-
~ity. In recent times Desley Mc.Donagh, John and I have ali
been paid this tribute and have all felt gratitude for
your theught, Thank youv both for this kind gesture,
- John O'Donnell with picture and story covered a very
wide area of the arid zone of Queensland and northern N,S
W, and many contrasts. On the high note he showed .the best
.Leopard wood we hcd ever seen,some fine Flinders and
Mitchell grassand on the other end of the scale large bare
areas or a-coverage of the grass which in his bnok was "The
‘Last Cab on the Raric"..Spear Grass. He was able to tell us
that 170 species of grass from tropical and arid areas in
other .parts of the world have been given a test run among
-st these trials. Thank you John for aninteresting story,
- Jean Harslett,

]
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FORTH COMING PROGRAMMES =

- JULY will be the annual meeting. Please give some

thought to good slides vou may have of the years activ-

~-ities, and make the programme a good one. Here is a

brief reminder for you in case you have forgotten what
ou did. - - - , o

JEhe:—Half day;Maryland River..Leader Graham Greenup. .

July:~Bald: Rock Ck.National Park..Janet &Colin Hockings,

Aug.Pikedale Copper Mines &Deer.. Don Lightfoot. ,

Septs~Mount Norman.. Robin Mc.Cogker, o

Oct. Mt. Colliery area..Ray and illie Marsden.,

Nov. Cunningham's Gap area..Colin & Janet Hockings

@ec. Christmas Party at Robin & Trish's Home,

Jan.. no outing. ‘ - o

Feb.Dr.Dark's Property.was to be led by F.&.A Wilkinson.

Mar,. Texas Visit with Hist.Soc. arranged by Dore McCosker

April:-Horan's Gorge by Millie & Ray Marsden.

May@- Eukey-Girraween Through "alk by Errol Walker,

-June Hopefully'Rokeby'area fossil hunting. T

Now there is 'no excusc ior not remembering what pictures”

youitook;-." ‘ S B

The July Outing is planned ¢ be at the western end of
“rather néwvly acguired Notional Park grea of Sundown.
The trip will ccmmence from the area where old friend
of Girreaween Nat.Park Peter Hazelgrove is in residence
establishing a link doim there, '

L8]

WHAT TO L0 FOR_A SHAKE. BITE (BALLANDEAN 1906 STYLE)
The editor is running out of material,so perhapes- this
1ittle rote from my nistcrical gleanings is appropriate,
It heppened just 79 years ago when Ballandean was real
"Mariborvugh Countzy", It concerns a gentleman by the
newe off Williem Cermmack,who all alone was tin mining
down the Scvern River.fe was rolling some loose rocks
to enable him to work Bome surface tin,and make a few
‘bob',Quite inadvertantly he unearthed the home of ‘a
black sneke,which showad its annoyance by bitfing his
2nd.right finger, Being alcne the chap exhibited great
coclness and presence of mind.He twisted his boot lace
as tignh as he could below the Di&Sx. aving no knife he
© "ve a nail into the two bite marks and sucked the wounds.
He then walxed half a mile to his brother-in-laws house,
Mr.Mungall) resucked the wecundg intil all traces of disco
-louraticn had”disappeared, bPathed it in kerosene as hot
as he couléd stand. I1¥ my listeners are still conscious!!
and with me,you will be bleased to hear he then applied
painkiller externally, and thrae teaspoonfuls internally,
(they do not say what thc wonder drug was). After an hour
or s0 he was only suffering from fright and a drowsy
feeling. Yours in Mats Jean,




