‘ST TAILVH SCUVOTL HOI

*HOUVESTY DIJILNT

"ANVISNICND J0 VNATVIL aNY

*AHOLSIH

TGV

d0T0 HH.

00°v$ XTIV

"HIGGITSATN ATHINOW v HSITINL OL °6
IDS HI UTIISSOd TYTHMA ISISSY 0L ¥

‘SLHVId ANV STVIIINY

LOELOYd J0 LI¥IdS V J0 INIHADVHAOONE *¢
VHO'Td dHI 40 NOILVAYISTYEL °2
d0 SUHONVHE TIV ZaaLs oL °L

00°¢$ - HTIDNIS

SNOILLATHERSENS TVAMNY

‘AVASTNCIA HILYNOJ 8U} HNICIDTUd AVAANS U9BH - ~ SHHIINO

‘H°d8 3% SWOOH-

*08¢7‘°0

NOSNIXNTIIN ANVYL
LIETSYVH NvIr
NVHAVHD WOL
JU@NNYAL TTAVT
LOOdLHDIT HNOa
CHEMTVA TOYYH
JIASODOH NIFO0Y
HHONSSVd EDIUAVI
HIOVNOUDW NvI¥d
HISODDM IHOd
NITSYVIH EITTIN
NOSHTAHLS [TY0L
ILSTTIVON HHITIV
LOHTSHYH VL
HEHDOUV L0d
SONIZD0H ITJYr
LOOJLHDIT HOG
HIHOUY WO&

"V'AD 9U2 2e HINOW UO9®® JO XVyQSANCANA Uy - SONILIH N

TULETINOD

e DIAI0 DHINTVAHSNEG

HEOIJIA0 HINOX

HIDIAIO ADOTOED

HUEDIAA0 VNOVE

AUDTIA0 VHOTA

NVIHVHLIT

Z0ILI0 XTINITANL

HILLIIEOD d0S MEILHTSME Q
UOLIAYE MITLLITSMAIL

Jidans V(EH&

AUVLIYDHLS

SC:’GTGIH& d0TA

SONIMOOH NITOD CHTCISTEd
6L/8LOT HITIILEIOD TNV SHZDILLO
‘TJUOHTNYILS
‘YL X0g "0°4d
- €070 ISTTVHALVN CTETd SdIOHGAVES
HTL d0 YITLATSATN XTHLNON ;

ISTTVUNLVN LT0E TLINVND GHT



2. October, 1978,

HMILUTES - HOWD:LY MELTING WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th. 1978.
Present 20; Apoclogies Ti
The President extended a welcome to all present,

Minutes — It was moved by lir, R. McCosker and seconded by HMr, D, Pfrunder that
the minutes as per the Sentember magazine be taken as read, Carried.

Corresnondence ~ Inward:- National Parks and Wildlife:— information brochures
on Chillagoe, 1 press statement.
Magazines :— The Darling Dovms Naturalist Vol.1 No. 2; N.P.A.
Hews Vol, 48 No. 5; Varwick Walker Vol. 6 No, 2; Urimbirra
(Aug. Sept.).
Outvard was forwarded to:— 4 QS, Mr., L. Jeffrey, Australian
Conservation Foundation re Habitat magazine,

It was moved by Mr, E. Walker and seconded by HMrs. D. McCosker that the inward

be adonted and the outward endorsed, Carried.

Financial:- llrs. D. Archer moved that the credit of $578.17 be received and ac-
counts for Postage September Magazine $6.16 and C.W.A. Rent $4.00
be passed for payment. Seconded by lMrs. J. Stevenson., Carried,

Outing Report:~ Mrs. McCosker reported on the wildflower outing to the property
of Mr., Salata on September 10th. Those who attended had a
most enjoyable day amongst the variety of wildflowers in bloom.
Slides of flowers szen were shown by Mr. R, lcCosker.

The President presented a report on the monthly outing to
Texas to which 30 members attended, Under the leadership of
Mr, L, Jeffrey members were taken to places of interest in the
Texas district. Once again the variety of vildflowers added
to the interest and enjoyment of the day,

Next Outing - Place - Finneys Falls
Date - Sunday, October 22nd, 1978.
Leader -~ Mr, E, Walker

This will be a half day outing and members are asked to meet at
Wleeroona Park at 9,30 a,m, DlMembers and friends are asked to
bring their lunch,

Next lleceting ~ Date :- ‘fednesday, October 25th,

Guest Speakers - Mr, & lirs, W,D, lMcKenzie

Topic :— Highlights of a trip to Kangaroo Island and the Flinders
Ranges.
GEL/ERAL BUSINESS -

Directions to the Canungra Campout on October 14th, 15th were made available at
the meeting to those wishing to attend.

TMnal arrangements for the Camera Club Camp to allaroo Station were given by
Mr. . alker,

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30 p.me. to be followed
by an interesting slide programme on the European Alps presented by Mr., E.Walker,

Signed - Janet Hockings, Hon.Sec,
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TEXAS -QULTHG REPORT - by Colin Hockings

e assémbled at thé Texas Post Office at 9.3%0 a.,m, and were met there by our

guide, Laurie Jeffrey. TFrom Texas we drove south towards Atholwood stopping
at Goatt Rock on the way.

Goatt Rock and its neighbouring outerops of granite are scattered with fig trees
showing similarities to the"Moreton Bay Fig"., Another interesting aspect of this
area was the profusion of Pandorea Creeper, all of which were in flower,

Proceeding Jouth towards the Mclntyre River, we stopped a couple of times at
areas of interest where we observed Caladenia Orchids, Callatrix, L.eptospermum
and more Pandore®, all in flower,

Our lunch spot on the banks of the McIntyre River was delightful except for piles
of litter discarded by previous visitors. :

After lunch, members enjoyed the scenery and sunshine and spent sometime bird
watching and chatting by the waters edge.

lionumental Rock presented a challenge to many members inducing them to make the
short ascent. DLven a dog and a goanna succeeded in scaling the last few tricky
metres. Two interesting ground orchids were found here.

The last stop of the outing was made at Mdrrel Creek where the red Calliatemons
promise a beautiful display during October,

New member, Doug. Binns, had a fruitful day searching for reptiles., His finds
included a coral snake, red-naped snake, a rather uncommon goanna and various
other lizards,

P AR
FLOVER OF THE HONTH
SENECIO lautus by Dore McCosker

Ageinst the wishes of other club members who derived as much pleasure from the
prolific flowering of the Hardenbergia, I have chosen the humble Senecio lautus
as the special flower for this month,

The plants have responded to the wet winter and the flowers are larger than usual,
making the plants very conspicuous whether growing in rock crevices or by the
roadside,

There are about 3,000 species of senecio mostly yellow flowered, found in most
varts of the world, They include plants ranging from tender amnuals, biennials,
hardy herbaceous and tender succulent perennials as well as everygreen trees
and shrubs and various climbers.

The colourful cinerarias currently splashing colour in pots and warmer gardeps
belong to this group as well as some of the'ghost bushes" - the ornamental silver
leaved shrubs that add foliage interest in many gardens and floral arrangements.
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Mrs Jorothy Thouzfd has written a delightful and descriptive
poem titled "Girraween". She has graciously given it to us to print
in our Newsletter. I'm sure many of the sentiments she hasg described
SO vividly will be in tune with those thoughts and feelings oftgn
felt by our own members. Thank you Mrs,Thouard for sharing it with
us all.

GIRRAWEEN.,
High up in the Granite Beilhs

Where the air is cool and clean
Nature has spread her grandures
At a place called Girraween.

Rocky tors rise skywards;

Like Pyramids so high.

With granite boulders balancing;
Just how, you'd wonder why .

And way back in the Dream Time;
When black men first dig roam.
Nature gathered great big rocks;
To make their King a Home,

They built this mighty Castle;

If you glance towards towards the sky.
Mount Norman has g needle;

Which ,0f course, must have an eye.

And then there are the Slip-rocks;
Standing so tall and grey.

Also an Aztec Temple;

Where Nature goes to pray.

In springtime there are blossoms;
Of many wildflowers bright,

And the ever flowing streamletsy
Tinkle day and night.

As o'er the rocks they ripple;
Until they do cascade,

Down those graceful waterfalls;
We know that God has made.

The beauty at the Junction;

O0f those two creeks which flow,
From the mighty Castle rock;
And the Pyramids also,

Is grandure at its very bests

4 most unusal sight.

Is that expanse of well worn stone;
In colours dark and "light.



Mrs, Thouard's poem Continued:

amongst the Apple orchards;

And pastures that are green.
-Nestled in the ranges; :

Is that place called Girraween.

'Tis a place of peaceful beauty;
With animals roaming free.

And birds sing joyful musicg
Just for you and ne.,

D Rt o S o SIS

Notes on Water Rats by Jean Harslett.

Recently during a farm operation some six inch fibro
pipes,which were adjacent to the creek were moved.
Inadvertently a water rats nest was disturbed. This pair
had chosen to make their nest inside one of the half
dozen pipes lying there in the grass. Water-rats usually
make a long burrow running parallel with the creek bank
with an inner chamber which is about nine inches high,
made of bark,twigs and grass. klso an outer chamber
which seems to be used as a pantry. However in this
case the six inch fibro pipe provided a ready made
tunnel thus saving, nodoubt considerable effort in
construction. The fact that it did not have the exbra
bit of height at the actual site could be overlooked in -
view of other great savings! In the nest so rudely up-
-ended, when their modern "burrow" was un wkhittingly
moved were five very young water rats( there must be a
special word for the young of water rats,perhapes some

of you can tell me) These young fellows still had their
eyes closed and were about three inches long. They were

soft grey in colour, had the general appearance of  an
ordinary rat,but were slightly more elongated with a
more rounded looking head,mostly becaues of tiny ears,
and their feet showed a suggestion of being webbed.

The genus of Australian Water Rats is Hydromys(what

a lovely watery word!!).io quote "FURRED ANIMALS of
AUSTRALIA»by Troughton, " The Australian water rats

are of especial zoological interest because of their
remarkable adaption for aquatic life has evolved almost
entirely within Australia,thus providing a unique example
of rodent specialization and also definite proof of an
anceint rodent invasion of this continent.The large size
of this genus with an average head and body lengthof twelv.
inches plus striking evidences of aquatic adaptation are
seen in the streamlining of the long flatbzned head,ywith
nostrils thrust forward ,high set eyes,and small ears
which scarcely project above the fur" Unlike the normal
rat they have beautiful fur ,short rich seal-like fur

which is also indicative of a largely aquiatic life.

They are clean in their living habits and not carriers
of disease. They feed on mussels snails and crayfish.

The difficult to open mussel shells are often found




6.

Notes on Water rats Continued.
with not a mark on them,and many pomdered on how they -
could possibly open them. After many years of observation
because they are shy and largelt nocturnal animals, it wa
was found that they cleverly caught them and laid them
in the sun for a while and of course the mussels opened
themselves. J2ck

CANUNGRA CAMPOUT. Those of our members who are.fortunate
enough to join the Queensland Naturalist club to Muriel
Curtis' property will I'm sure have a wonderful week-end.
The late Ken Curtis and his wife Muriel who will be your
hostess have a naturalist's paradise on their property,
and have been astute observers of nature all their lives..
The name of Curtis is synonymous with these areas and they
were the pioneers of Albert River and Tamborine Mountain
countryside and their names are to be found in many of
the features.Mrs.Hilda Curtis of Tambourine Mountaion -
now in her.very vital eighties is one of the pioneers
of Queensland naturé study and nature photography -and
probably one of Australias best known lady naturalists.

OCTOBER PROGRAMME .

For the October meeting we hawve the
honour of havimg two very delightful and interesting
people for our meeting,as guest speakers. Mr.McKenzie
recently retired as art director for the Courier Mail
adn Sunday Mail. Each morning as you read your paper
his layouts and suggestions made. the experience more
interesting and pleasant. Mrs.Mc.Kenzie is also a well
known and capable artist in her own right.Both have been
for many jears members of the Queensland Naturalist Club
being very active as excuitive members and a tower of
strengtlh to that organization, unstinting with their
time and talénts. Their home set by a small stream not
far from the city has been a haven to frisnds and nature -
alike rare an unusal birds have nested there and many
naturalists have gathered for wonderful yarhns. Be sure
to come along to what promises to be a'beaut'! programme.

Bird of the Month. :
Since no notes have been provided for this.
sector,just a couple of bird observations from here. -
The Magpie-lark or Peewit nesting in the garden are
finding their mud nest building mieghbours the Apostle
birds very trying. Despite the fact that they both build
rather similiar round mud nests,or perhapes because ofit,
and because of the latters habit of taking over the peewits
nest,they are unpopular. The Apostle birds seem to incess-
-antly'"drop -in" enmasse on the peewits and cause considere
-able irration.:!. : - : ;TR :

The Coots have emerged from their observed nest and its
a surprise to‘sée the offspring,so different from the
parents,sporting red bills and a generous supply of ginger
down on the head making them real'strawberry blondes"




