STANTHORPE PIBLD NATURATTST CIUB WEWSLETTRR NO. 3 MARCH 1970

Zeports Trom field outing to Bluff River:

On Sunday 22xd Ieb. eight cars with 30 people travelled to Bluff
River Road. Another iwo carloads furgot to take their instructions and
failed to Lat”b up with the main party,but still managed to have an
enjoyable day. This provides us Wlhh e valuable lesson for future
uutings - 2V 3ryonb should try to be punctual and all leave the departure
noint together

ﬁt Bluff river nmembers followed a two mile loop in the river and it

proved to ! very interesting walk. Bird life was plertiful but haré
t0 identify without nvo=ongeu “Jthshowever the characteristic call of
the Scissors urﬂndnﬂ left no doubt as to his identity. The day was idcal
for walking,cloudy but pieasantly warm snd everyone found something of
interest; LuSuluqblﬁP driftwood, bright ﬂ”&gOQLllCu skimming the water;
enticing water--holes to be pusheu inio,or strange things to photograrsh.
The river itself was a stream of crystal clear rator moving lazily over
clean white sand or hurrying over scul Lptured rocks. On completion of the
river circuit s lave iunca Wes enjoyed -on the nwaosy banks of a wabter-
hole wihere an Azure Kingtisher delighted us with his flashing irridescent
colour. After lunch and general discussion we reburned to Bluff Rock on
the Highway .
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During the afte rnoon moc members speat an energetic two hours
f'lmblﬂc Blvff rock and its neighbouring peak. Although fairly strenucus
the climb was most enjoyable with everyone sctting his own pace and
finding his ovm route to tae top. Those who hadn't climbed higher than
their front steps for years felt particularly elated as they looked dovm
or. the tiny cars and ant-like Tigures of fellow members below or watbchod
a pair of Wedge-tall Bagle~ soariag round the lofty roek on which .they
2004 .

The descent was CLL cainly much -asier but no quicker as members
A4vast1gatfa the roc  outcrops and iqterosting plants. Patches of fern
with attractive \Punx pink and bronze growth were particularly lovaly
It is & aqckncyﬂm expression,but we did return home tircd but happy glof
“he vnanimous verdict was th t it was well worth the efiort. We hope tu
spend many similar days with an increasing number of frisnds to share
the pleasure with us.

Bird notes:- Boxd obscrving was rather crratic at our last outing
nwt TWo ﬂnte?““tﬁﬂt observations were made along Bluff river during
ur morning walksbout.

Quite a number o people joinsd me in watching s party of Blue Wrous
(Malurus cyaneus) flitting through the undergrowth. These are most
wu@rt“lLLn" birds and casy to observe as they are not at all shy. As is
usually the sase there was only one fully coloured male present, the rest
¢x the par isting o young birds and females clad alike in dull
hrown. The young males only gradually %btaLA full colour,beginning with
sheir tail feathers,an
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,and they are about three years old before they
vecome the beautiful jewel like birds onc sees pictured in nature books
Vedicated naturalists have spent many hours recording the behaviour of
these bilrds and il is believed that all birds in the party assist-in
Teeding the nestlings althoughthey belong to only one female. The young
SppesT to stay with the

family party for a comsidcereble time until thej
whally mate and raisc broods of their own.

The other initcresting sighting was unfortunately not shared with
aryone else. I was wandericg through a rivergide $hicket when a bird
flushed from the grass tussocks in Ffront of me. A largish dark bird
with long pheasantlike tail;it made no attempt to fly,but raced for i
SOVeT sOome way ahecad. The thicket was practically impcnetrable whexre 1T

isappcared and I Tailed to flush it agein but I had scen enough %0
‘ibntliy it as o Pheasant Coucal (Cerntrocpus phesianinus;. This bird
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ircquents swamps and other damp heavily grassed areas and is extremely
shy. Its most interesting feature is that although it is a member of Hhe
cuckoo family it does not lay its eggs in the nests of other birds but
tuilds its own large nest in a tusccek of tall grass where it lays from
three to five eggs, J.A.Leach tells us that the nest,whichis formed by
drawing the tops of the grass together and lining the inside with leaves,
often has two opcnings, through one of which the bird@iong tail projects

B

while it is brooding.

2eport of the Feh.meebing

¥

At the general meeting hold on 25th Feb.a fair number of mombers
attended to join in the discussion on recommendations concerning a
censtitution fox our club. Une acceptable to everyone present was
adopted and we hopc‘%@“@V@ﬂ}@ﬂ@~?¥@G&E$4Wﬂ9m&ﬂ@p@%#é&ﬁk@kﬁh@@@ to hawve
copies printed Ffor members et .o, futurc date.

After the business was completed all prosent cnjoyed Jcan Harslett's
interesting sclection of slides. Many of us loarnt a lot from her
ybgervations and comments. A fowspecimens collected on the last outing
were discusscd. It is hopedihat members will bring along morc specimens
in future and sco sharc their joys and intorests with a wider circle of
poople. Specimens. arce of particular intercst to thosc wio were unable o
attend the outing. :

Roport from the Apple and Grapc H Fogtivel

Members have cvery rrason to feel proud of our club's efforts during
the fostival. The decorated shop window was excclient and truly illustir-
ated the purpose of our club. Our thanks to Brrol Walker and Scott
ilmot for a fine idea well corricd out.

The bus tours were an cuvtstanding success and very popular with .
7isitours and locals slike. Once g, 2in our grateful thanks to those whoe
nelped organise and conduct thom, ‘

zontributed

A few members attended the Bunya fut Festival held on Sunday 15th
rch at the Bunya Movntaiang 36 miles ¥.B. of Dalby. Wot only was the
tival interesting bat the fascinations of the Yain forest surrounding
- werce fully appreciated. Lorge numbsrs of people were scen
g along the tracks with armsful and sacksful of the bunya nuts
consicired to bc goud cating whon boiled - Shey are not unlik
S oxr swect pocdtocs. The nuts arc in fact contained in giant
cones,the fruit of the Bunya pinc (Araucaria bidwillii) and good harves*
can be expected only oncc in ‘cvery threc years. Before the days of Whi b
scttlement the good scasong werc the occasion for great foasts and
corroborecs among the aborigines.
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(Wotes or snippets of ncws from any member who discovers intercsting
things or’ places will be much appreciated, They help to make our news-
Letcer more "readable®- Ed., )

Rominders

Don't forget the datc of our next mecting - 25th ularch C.W.A. room:
:t 8pw. This should be particularly intercsting as Brrol Walker will b
giving an illustratcd talk on Tasmania. BEntrics in the name and cover 2
d:sign for our ncws letter will alse be judged that aight so get busy
with your entry now.

Membors arc reminded that there will be an outing to the Amicns aroc
Led by Jean harslett on vhe 19th Ay il and on the 22nd april a ceting
with gucst speoaker.

sSuggoestions foxr futurc outings and leaders willing to organisce thon
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wWill be very much approciated by - the committec.
Members arc reminded that the following subs. apply:-
a) Ordinary members $1 on Joining and a further $1 per annum
b) Junior members 50c on joining and a furthcr 50c per aannum
c) Family membership $1-50 on joining and a further $1-50 per annum
Please pay your sub if you have not alrcady done so and fill in the
form below and return it to the Fditor so that you ean he surec of rcc-
¢iving your monthly ncwslcttcr.

VERY TMPORTAWT:.-

Dotails of ficld outing to Texas Caves Sunday 22nd March 1970

Toxas or Pikes Crock caves will be the venue for this outing. Cars
will depart from oppositc the Civie Ceontre at 8-30 am sharp. Plcase mcch
at 8-15 as this is a long trip. The round trip of approx 115 miles will
be in convoy form as the old routc to the caves is closed and we shall
be following a ncw track.

Transport or further information requircd? Ring Stanthorpc 888

What to takc:-

ssseesunch (watcr availablc)

»eeeve Your oldest clothecs and a complote changc

svevase Iin helmet or thick felt hat

»es00e LToreh for cvery person - a must — be surc batterics are fresh
cess0.. Bandlcs and matches to light large caverns

ssee.. Flash gear for photographs

»esees 2086 of stout rope could be handy Tfor cnthusizsts

n

fegtures -
A large "walk-in" cave for young and old alikc.
Pot-holing for thec adventurous.
An intecresting river-cave.
Belightful limestone formations.
Scenie Pikes Creck for swimming.
PLEAST Takc only vhotos,
Leave only footprints,
Think of thosc who follow.
Leader irrol Walker

Hope to sce you all therc. Remember these caves will soon be inundatcd
30 this mey be your last chance to oxplore thom.

Flo .Tremeer and Irene Chapman
hditor Assistant

19,99 0 88 08088 80008009000 000666000880000006088080 80088588000 essstaesseoeesee s

Pleasc placc my/our namc on the club mailing list.
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Type of mombership - Ordinary -~ Family - Junior £17 and under).

sditor: Mrs, R. Tremccr, 4 Scholz St., Stanthorpe

o @080 8 ® @00
P 66000000000 006G 0 00 W &0 0O O T O © 5 ¢ @ 090 9005 8 #0010 1 ® 080000 SO0 S S DO OSSO0



™ ]



