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THE __STANTHORPE FIDLD NATURALIST CLUB.

P.0.BCX. 15k,
STANTHORPT, QLD. 4380.

OFFICTRS _ AND GOMMITTEE  1977-78.

PRESIDENT. MR.TOM A4RCHER,
VICE-PRESIDENTS. V3. COLIN HOCKINGS
IR. NOEL. BUTLER.,

SECRET 4RY, HRS . JANET FOCKINGS.
TREASURER, HMRS. DOT ARCHER.
NEWSLETTER EDITOR, MRS.JEAN HARSIETT.
NEWSLETTER SUB-COMMITTEE, MRS. AILLREN Mec . ALLISTER.
PUBLICITY. MRS.AILS4 WILKINSON.
LIBRARIAN. MRS.MILLIT MARSDLN.
FLORA4. YRS . DORE Mec.COSKER,
FAUNA. MR.BRIAN Mc. DONAGH,
GEOLOGY. MR.MAURICRE PASSMORE.,
YOUTH. MR.IAN JiCKSON,
BUSHWALKING. Mr.ORROL WALKER,
COMMITTEE, MRS . JTAN HARSLETT,

MR. FRANK WILKTNSON,
MR.TOM CHAPMAN
MRS.IRENE CHAPMAN.

EETINGS hth.WEDNESQéX of each MONTH at the C.W.4.ROOMS
AT 8p.m.

OULINGS Each SUNDAY PREGEDING the FOURTH WEDNESDAY..
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SINGIE. 42,00, FAMILY. $3.00.

A

ANNUAL _ SUBSCRIPTIONS..

£IMS OF THE CLUB.

1< 20 STUDY. ALT. BRANCHES OF NATURAL HISTORY.

2. PRESEZRVATION OF THE FLORA 4D FAUNA OF QUEINSLAND.

3. ENCOURAGEMENT OF 4 SPIRIT OF PROTECTION TOWARDS NATIVE
BIRDS,ANIMALS AND PL.LNTS,

4. TO 48SIST WHERE POSSIBLE Iy SCIENTIFIGC RES . ROH,

5. TO PUBLISH 4 MONTHLY NEWSLITTER.
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., tLe Bresidents tempory abaonce ,the Vice-press
9y welcomed all present with a special welcome

28%h . JUM 1978-
Apologies Oe::=s

igent ,Colin
to ocur

epnaker Mr.DonVernon and a visitor Mr.Doug EinrnhSe

5 was moved by Mr.Don Lightfoot «nd secordad
~ that the minutes &5 per the June magas.ii’

ho Mp.H.

s taleor:

‘i icun~0oo0o@® Ca:r'ri\'?d.
STARY D INWARD.
Ry T lions moie to Feed'.Huncver Pubhlicatd o

i :.‘r: }-ncorbett I‘i;}n

.- 7..Webb(Dept.Geology QLd,Und.

re arvival. courses.
1 re Crustariiiids

.. wre@s releases National Parksoe

ﬁ.wagazines,'Urimburra‘

QGNQCO

OITWARD.

1.+ QS
B :
D Mr,D.Binms

T4 was moved by Mrs

gtevenson that the

the outward endorsedescse

FINsCIAL REPORT.

June Vol 12,
Journal Vol2? Moz 1-

.J Harslett and seconded by Mrs.J.
inward ~orrespondence be adopbed and ~
Carried.

Mrs.D.Archer moved that the credit of Hlt, 52

be received and the following accounts be passed IoT payment

C.W.A., rent

#+.00,35.Lee andGo.

$30.10,3 Rover Scouts $15.00.

Aileen Mc.Allister ﬁ11.78.(postage) Hunter publications@2.40,

geconded by Mrs.M.Marsdehe. .

Carried.

QUTING RQEQEL,Mr.R.McCosker reported that 30 members and friends
attended the monthly outing to Bald Rock Creck.h most enjoy-

aple and energetic day was had Dy all,

NEXT OULING. PEACE.

PEACE. 'The Caves
DiTE. Sunday 23rd.

July 1978

LEAQEE,MrnDdLIGHTFOO”c :
Members are asked to assemble at the OLD_CAVES

ROAD near the
NEXT MEETLING

BY"FAS@ by 1-00pomn o

%s tnis will be the Annual Meeting members are asked to bring

glides of

i Remember last year! but that they request that they

be left with Robin Mc.Cosker one week before the meeting
supper will be served and members are requested to provide

a plate.

Meeting o..dednesday 26ths

QENERLL BUSINESS

of an access road to the'Caves'

July 1078 at 8.00 pme

a letter from Mr.Spiller concerning the closure-

was discussed but it was moved

by Mr.W.Cathcart that no decision be made wmmtil after the out-

ing. to thig STC8oesess

Carried.

Mrs.J.Harslett moved that the letter from Mr.J.Webb concern-

ing small crustaceans

o Shed in the neWSlettE‘I‘g e o 00 00

found in the stanthorpe area,be publ-
C&I’Iiedo
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: -....ant,
- "eilng no further business the meeting closed atf” 8.,
:d Mrs.J,Harslett introduced the guest speakem, Mr, -
‘2210R, ornithologist of the Quoensland Museur. He pre
4 a talk on eéndangered species of Queensliand - llust
‘+ with bird skins together with slides of mode -
- ¢xhibits in Bngland, :
Janet Hockings
Hon Secretary.

R
Y

-t was good to see one of our newer members,Mr,Loug

: 2¥ Urbenvaille make a special and quite long trip
-2 hear our guest speaker. Also present at the mezl.

© was Mr.Peter Haselgrove recently appointed ranger .

-van at Girraween National Park and we extend to him

< warm welcome to the district.another ney appointee is
Mr.Marc Hockings and he comes as an Interpreter Officer a
"he new complex at Girraween and also works with schools

the area. Welcome also to Mr.Hockings,

e

JULY JTING, This outing is to be a half day outing(See min .
- 2s for details)However at the meeting it was decided
tuat the point for members to meet would be at the north-
~ern of the road. Since Mr.Don Lightfoot has done a pre-~
~outing run and found that section of the road not traffi
-cable. PIEASE NOTE WE ARE NOW MEETING NEAR WHERE THE

'OLD _CAVES ROAD' JOINGE THE HIGHWAY AT TiE NORTHERN END _
OF _THE BY=PASS. The puppose of this outing is to foliow
up the letter from Mr.Tom Spiller to the club re object-

~ing to the closure of this road and asking for some
interest from the club. The object of the outing is to
give members some idea of the area ,before a decision
elther way is considered,

JULY MEETING. Note it is important ;the Annual Meeting, slide

requested and supper(see details in minutes),

THANKS.With the year drawing to a close,as bulletin editor I
would like to record my thanks for the many articles
and notes which have been glven t® me for inclusion in
the newsletter. This has been a great help to me,thank
you.However perhapes of more importance is the fact that
it has added variety and interest to the publication. .
Such loyal support,especially from outing leaders has beu,
splendid. I am disappointed that there have not been from
members a few more observations(no matter how simnle some
may appear)These original observations have anmore far
reaching lmpact than you ma® think. eg.Mr.Vernon spoke
of the need to put in print any observations and here is
& very easy way. 2.4 young gentleman from the Geology
Dept wrote,who has read and noted a possible source of
information, 3.Member Zaidee Newman was surprised e few
years ago to see her name listed in an Australian Biblio~
-graphy of entomology.Why 2 Original notes on observation
of -:a insect printed in our newsletter,
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.oz from a post graduate student roquesis information on
“ioacans in the Stanthorpe District.

o . %:bb says his resecarch is concerncd with Conchostracans,
W .+ small crustaccans gencrally 4-6 mm, lonzg and cnclused
i o e csluecent bivalve shell.They inhabit temperpry rainwater
o ..: are not gensrally found in dams,streams ¢ othav ner-
-in: . suer bodies. They arz usually quite active siv ™ .rs and
bur. - . and occur in quitc considorable numbers, dowsl: or Svox

hw.:.. - - in the one pool,
5 ...:¢ies of Conchostracan occurs in the Granite Bell apparcat--
-7, ‘ways in rainwater pools on bare granitc outerops. Ut has been

r:¢ .-¢ad from the "Sow and Pigs" ncar Amicns,the sumrit or Mount
Nox .- and the sumnit of Bald Hfock., Mr. Wobb would like +to know
moi- avout this speciecs,perticularly its distribution,and habits
He would like recorded the locality,the date, the time of day,
and - v bohavioural notes, 2.7, mode of swimming, 5ﬁrrowing,feedé
~in. . tec. Often they occur in only a fow of a number of nzarby
poo.r; the governing factors are thougnt to be the size and
dep; i of the pools,so if these could be noted it would be helpful.
Also helpful would be the approximate numbers of econchostracans.,

Any faunal associates c.g. inscet larvac,slugs ete. and when the
pool was filled with water. Some will only hatch out if their

ools arc filled in Summer months and this may well be possible

in Stanthorpe. Finally it would be excellent if you could send
me 10-20 spccimens,preserved in formalin or alcohol from cach
gencral locality, wherc you find conchostracans. (I will re-

-fund postage) and no doubt he mcans outside the Fational Park
arcas. His address is Mr.John Webb, Care Department of Geology
University of Quccensland, St.Lucia Q1d.4067,

NATURE ORIENTATED STAMPS, |
Two issues of stamps lately must give pleasur> to the nature
lovers,namely the"Trce Issuc" depiecting the Illawarra Plame Treé,

Ghost Gum Trcos, Grass Trees and Cootamundre Wattle. Closcly

followed by tha issue for the Northern Territory Government

issue showing the native Hibiscus kmowm in the Territory as
Sturt's Descrt Rose., These stamps appeared on the ILst. July.
On the 3rd.dJuly arrived a new bird issuc with the new postasze
rates. Those depict a Little Groebe and a lotus bird. The cover
design for the First Day Cover for this latter issuc was paint-
~cd by Xay Brzaden and is also a Lotus Bird. Mrs Brecden will
be woll recmemberced by some of our mcmbers,



BALD ROCK CREZK OUTING REPORT . » :

Mr.Robin Mc.Cosker has given us this report on the June
outing: , : :

At last the weather was fine for our Nats outing which
was postponed from May. With sunny sky and a chilly wind
we set off, about thirty in all,from Weeroona Park for a
pleasant drive via Storm King Dam and Eukey to Wyberba.
Those of us who seldom use this road were delighted with
the views of the Pyramids,Mount Norman and Castle Rock as
we wound around and down the twisty Devil's Elbow.

We stopped at the junction picnic area and after the
farewells to the non-walkers ,our party of about seventeen -
set off down the junction track. At the junction although
the flow was not very great in Bald Rock Creek,the recent
rainy weather was evident from the amount of water seeping

down the rocky creek banks.Thes~ were quite a hazard to
negotiate,and  the photographers were at the ready to catch
the action,should someone happen to slip and fall in.
Fortunately there was plenty to occupy the photographers
with unusal rock formations,waterfalls,rock pools and wild-
-flowers
The only wildflowers in bloom that I can recall were the
pale flowering prickly wattle,Acacia ulicifolia,the beauti-
-ful blue daisy, Olearia ramosissima, the tall growing
Banksia,Banksia integrifolia,a Guinea flower,Hibbertvia sp.
and a white heath. The heavy show of buds on other-speeies
of wattle as well as large areas of kunzeaj,hovea and fiann
-el flowers show promise of spectacular spring displays.
rerhapes another outing can be organized to this area in
September or October to view these wildflowers in bloom.
About .halfway down the watercourse we met Bill
Goebel and Feter Haselgrove from Girraween National Park
Tt 2y had ‘driven to Brian Mc.Donagh's place and walked up-
~stream from there.Bill was happy to lead us across country
from the 'Square Hole',to .hort -cut two large bends 1n
the creekand we reacihed the lun:h spot,and the remalnder-
of the party at about 1.:0Op.m.

A few billies were boiled and we enjoyed a restful
lunch.bz: V- - large rockpool. After a much appreciated
lunch we browsed around the waterhole and tried to find
where the water came from,underneath the large rock face
overlooking our lunch spot. We then made our way slowly
on down stream to Brian Mc.Donagh's house, and after arrang
-ing transport back to the cars left at Wyberba we went
our separate ways thus concluding another enjoyable Nats
outing. :

"Robin Mc.Coskero
JUNE MEETING GUEST SPEAKER.

The club members were favoured with an outstanding
programme for this meeting. Our guest spesker was Mr.Don
Vernon from the staff of the Queensland Museum. Mr.Vernon
is an ornithologist and has had 32 years in the Brisbane
museum and 9 years at the Melbourne Museum so is well

versed in Museum procedure,work and planning. He 1is also
well known for his field work and taxomony.He brought with
him,for our interest andinformation a fine collection of
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JUNE MEETING REPORT Cont... bird skins which-created a lot of
interest. Mr Vernon brought samples of some of the endang
-ered. species ,and those which have not been recorded for
a long time,and which are -within the possibility of being

seen again in-areas including our district and adjacent
distriots. It was of particalar-interest for some of our
members to ectually see at very close quarters and handle
these specimens,thus in a new way familiarizing themselves
with particular,species,which~because of their rarity or
shyness they have only had a fleeting glimpse of before.:
Whilst many mammals have become extinct in Australia sin
-ce the arrival of white man,the story is not _so grim for
birds. Never-the-less some species are greatly reduced in
numbers and others alas! are bercoming extremely scarce.Mr.
Vernon believes that very useful and special work is-and
could be done by the amateur observers;but he alsc urged to
get observations in print,no matter how modest.This in turn
added to the knowledge of species ,their range and movements
He spoke of some observers who over a life time gained trem
~endous local knowledge,and refered to them as "noble souls”
in the realms of natural history study. It was great to heaw
him refer to Bill Goebel in the capacity of '"noble souls".
There are many who have learnt to appreciate his knowledge o
of a specific area. . ‘
Mr. Vernon concluded his progamme with a good cross-sect
—ionof siides of museums of the world,including the famous
Peter Scott reserve. He has recently returned from a- three
monthtour (study tour) of such institution and reserves.
tOur President Tom Archer moved an appreciative vote of .
hanks.

TIGER CAT RECORD. Recently I was asked by hir.Ross Sweet to
Took at an unusal animal near Thorndale,shot in a fowl run
on Mr.Wayne Stanley's property.Here it had done spectacula:
damage with the almost complete destruction of the fowl
yards population.The offender was a TigerCat( Dasyurus
maculatus) This is yet another record of this animal in th:

Granite Belt. There would appear to be a slight increase in

the population of this animal, which was not uncommon in th. .

very early days,and then appeared not to be recorded for

many yearse.. Jean Harslett

PIGS IN THE AMIENS_AREA. - S : :
Pigs have been appearing in the Amiens State Forestry,
and over the last 10 months have been seen both in the amie
-ns and Passchendaele forestry in both cases where it is ad]
~acent to rough gully country. I do not think they have
been seen much, if at all here before. There is protect-
~ion in the Forestry area,but at least six have been shot
where they have been-found in vegetable crops. We know that -
pigs have been recorded and very unfavourably, on the east

~ern sector of the district ,for many years..
: . - Jean Harslett



