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fij-j you know: Fossils are traces of animals or plants which have been naturally
preserved in various ways, sometimes for millions of years? Our knowledge of the
Earth's history, i ts animals and plants, their evolut ion, i ts great c l imat ic
changes and the building and erosion of its fold mountain ranges, has largely
come from fossils. Certain fo ■»"i are characteristic of particular geological
periods, so we can say how old they are and how long their group survived. Some— « of animals and plants appeared and died out within a short space of time.
utners (e„g„ turtles) have remained unhanged through millions of years.
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