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Management Committee Presdident, Vice-Presidents, Secrefary, Treaswret.

Wild fLower may go commerEial

A Queensfand wild §Lowern Helichaysum diosmifolium, commonly known as rice oi
sago flowen, 48 being Lnvestigated as a possible follow-on crop for Geraldton
wax.

Queensfand Department of Primary Industries hesearcher, Sandra Lacey, has beem
selecting plants grom the bush and propagating the best of them in an effort to
identify commercially viable cultivarns. The cultivars are being fargettfed fo
supply a seasonal shortage of §illern flowens fo supplement Geraldion wax.

Rice flowens bLoom .in white, cream or pink foams in Late September as Geraldton
wax 45 finishing. Acconding to Lacey, expernimental yields of 60 stems per plant
had occuwrned on a two-year-old plant that had nevern been pruned but growens repont
much Lowen yields of seven to 10 stems a plant in the §inst year and about 20
sxems 4in the second yeax.

Rice flowers do have some problems when grown unden cultivation, she says, with
fourn major areas needing work before commercial production could become reality.
These areas are foliage blackening, productive Life, root rot and yield.

She said foliage bLackening sometimes occurred with cultivated material after
harvest with the cause and cornect handling rprocedures yet to be resolved.

Although nice flowers .have a potential productive Life span o4 five years,
neseanch thiaks and commercial plantinags in Queensfand neconded extensive plant

Losses aften onby two wearns, she says. This was apparently caused by a suscent-
Abllity to nhoot not disease.

"Part of the problem is that under cultivation rnice glowens branch vvery close
Lo the ground. The branches offen break off allowing disease to entern easily.
When wou take this hardu plant from its native stony 504l habitat and plant it
n nich cultivated Land it grows veru vigorously. 14 becomes very bushy and out
0f proportion to its hoot system making it susceptible to wind damage. However.
cmg}éu,ﬁ manaaement of the fube stock and judicious pruning should s0lve this
oo bLem.

Reproduced from "Aus tralian Horticulture'

November 14 1990 with permission.
FEKREER

WANTED  Anticles fon the magazine. TI'm sure you must get tined of hearing
fiom me much of the time. As well as anticles, Lf you have any snippets o

"wanted" advertisements, on anything for sale or to give away we could print
them on the Page Before Page One.
Editon

Ourn chief want in Life 45 somebody who wilf make us do what we can.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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OUTING TO BASKET SWAMP

The Nats Legt Weeroona Park at about 9 a.m. on a hot summer moaning for the outing
Lo Basket Swamp on 24th January 1993, travelling via Sugarloaf Road 1o Mt Lindesay
Road, admirning the golden Helichrysm bracteatum §lowering in masses along the
rhoadside. We noticed a paddock opposite the turnoff Lo Bald Rock which was f§ull
0§ Stinking Rogerns Last year, and had a Lot of Helichnysthums ghowing insead this
year. Let's hope they take ovenr.

On aiving at the picnic area at Basket Swamp we admined a clump of Hyacinth
Onchids (Dipodium punctatum), and had morning tea before botanising along the

mowed thack along the creek. ColLin discovered a couple of horned orchids
(Onthoceras stnicitum) by the noad, which created a Lot of interest, as did a patch
04 Cryptostylus subulata beside the track. There were numbens of gringe Lilies
(Thysanotus) and the dainty Comesperma defoliatum as well as a few Boronia polygali-
folic and Baekia sp.

The photognaphens had a f§ield daywﬁltg sundew (Drosena binata) which was new fo
some of us . It has a number of sticky branches 30cm on more tall. Gonrdon
discovered a couple of Bwwmmannia near the creek bank, and Colin a prosirate goam
0f Stenanthemum. Jenny noticed a very colourful blfue and black elephant beetle
and a couple of very Lange, overfriendly March §lies.

A few hardy membens set off to walk to the falls, while the nest of wus drove,
making ourn §inst stop at four posits set in the ground in a square, with shallow
trenches dug out rom each post at night angles. We had noticed these on a pre-
outing and wanted to know what they were fon. After deciding they couldn'z be a
grave, on even a yowie trap, Ray suggested that the posts marked the cornens of
foun mining claims.

Next stop was to view the finst fall, which was Lovely as there had been a stonm
the wnight before, and there was quite a good §low of watern in the creek. Here
we met up with owr intrepid walkens: most of whom continued on foot Zo the Lowen
§all forn Lunch. One of the interesting featunes of this spot is the "gusher"
where the waten fLows for several metres beneath the nock, to gush out through a
small hofe. From a distance it Looks as if it 48 coming out a pipe.

The children were able to cool 04§ under a small cascade while there was a hole
deep enough for swimming for those who wished. Some of us sat and talked o
botanised around the pools while othens exploned upsirneam o down. The outing
ended anound 2.30 p.m, with quite a few people vowing to netww now that they have
discovered the area.

Margaret & Kiis Carnell

o

"HORNED ORCHID (ORTHOCERAS Strictum) : \\«

The Honned Onchid (Onthoceras stnictum) is the only species of
its genus. 1t is quite distinctive with its honrned sepaks
standing erect, and its hooded §Lowens. 1t varies in colour from
frnom yellowish green, to brownish on blackishk, carwying severnal
fLowens on a sfem. The Leaves are grass-Like. 1t grows 4in

open grassy habitats which are moist to wet forn part of the year,
uwsually in sunny Locations.

*kkkkk¥k

No one is useless in this wonkd who Lightens the burden
0f Lt fon anyone else.

Chanles Tcokens

kkkkkkk
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CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP

Our Chrisimas break-up on 13th Decemben
tloodeit ganden at "Pinasten", the home
Robenrt.

took the form of a nelaxed barbeque in the
04 Janet and Colin Hockings, Peter and

We all walked down to see the Bower Binds' bower builit in the shelter of a patch
04 tea tree, when we auived, then strolled back fo the garden fo cook oun

barbeque.
nean the gate.

We say several Mycrwoitis in the paddock and a beautiful Hyacinth Orchid
There were a number of binds in the garden, and we had a good

view of a honeyeaten's nest close to the house.

Agten eating we sat around and talked before heading of§ homewards ahead of a

storm. T would Like to thank Colin and

Janet for making us s0 welcome at thein

place, and for a delightful §inal outing for the yean.

Editon

(2222234

"' OUTING SOUTH OF THE

BORDER ON 278X FEBRUARY.

The outing on 21s% February will be south of the borden through Cowie's propenty,

Led by Colin Hockings.
We will meet at 9 a.m. at Weerona Park,

have moaning ftea, and a chance to view the garden in daylight.

cavy Lunch and water (i£ could be very
easy walking, graded at a 5.

0f particular interes are some spoitted
scnatehings .

and thavel to "Pinastern" where we will
We will need to

hot). The distance is 6km fotal, and is

gum on the border and some ofd wolfram

CEFRFRR

‘NEXT MEETING 24th FEBRUARY

At our next meeting on 24ith February, David Hockings will give a practical

demons tration on propagating rnative plants.
PLease bring along any questions you may wish

and perhaps budding and grafting.

He will deal with seeds and cuttings,

Lo ask. The meeting commences at § p.m. in the C.W.A. rooms Stanthonpe.
kkkkkk¥
"FLOWER 'LIST - BASKET SWAMP OUTING

Comesperma defolintum

Hybanthus §48L60rmis

Lotselia gracilis

Utricuwlaria dichotoma (blLaddewont)
Hypox<{s hygrometrica

Senecio

Goodenia - hedenaceae, bellidifolia
Styphelia viridia (creamy)
Petrophila canescens

Xynis openculata

Cassinia

Actinotus helianthi (#Lannel gLower)
Runmannia distichus

Styridium grammind foLium

Grevillea sp.

Crhypts tylus subulata

Comesperma enicinum (matchsticks)

Brachycome sp.

Wahlenbergia - 3 sp. (bLuebells)

Helichysum (everlastings)
bracteatum, nramosissimum & elatum

Hibbertia 2 sp.

Podolepis faceodides

Persoonia tenuwlifolia

Ranunculus sp. (buttercup)

Baekia sp

Pimelea Linifolia

Thysanotis (gringe. Lily)

Dypodium punctatum (Hyacinth orchid)

Boronia polygalifolia

Drosera - binata, spathubata, auriculat
Onthocenas strictum (hosned onehid) .
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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. HELD AT

re

»

8.00PM ON WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 25 1992.

Opening:- Chairman Kris opened the meeting and welcomed all present, particularly
Frank James, home for a week. '

Present and Apologies:- as per attendance book.

Minutes:- The minutes of the October meeting were confirmed on the motion moved by

Mary Walters and seconded by Dianna Holley and carried.

Correspondence :- Inward

1. Sub - Carmen Viviers 2. Sub - Doris Spence 3. T'wba Field Nats - DD Naturalist
4. Information Australia - For Directory of Australian Associations Entry 5. Flora
and Fauna lists for Gibralter Range National Park from Glen Innes NPWS.

6. Chinchilla Field Nats - Urimbirra.

Qutward

1. & 2 Broadcast notes to 4QS and 4WK.

It was moved by Desley McDonagh seconded Margaret Carnell that the inward
correspondence be received and the outward adopted. Carried.

Treasurer’s report

Balance as at 28/10/92 $328.83
Receipts
Subscriptions $54.00
Room Rent Collect 9.40
$63.40 63.40
392.23
Expenditure
Room Rent 10.00
Postage 7 45.00
Photocopy paper 78.04
FGT Oct/Nov 0.75
$133.79 133.79
Balance as at 25/11/92 258.44

Julia Brown moved and Rob McCosker seconded the adoption of the Treasurer's report
and the following accounts for payment - Room Rent $10.00; Val White $6.83.
Carried.

Management Committee Report. President Kris advised the meeting of the
recommendation from the Management Committee regarding the Private Use of the Club
Photocopier. It was moved Rob McCosker and seconded Dore McCosker that the club
members be allowed the use of the Club photocopier at 10c¢ per copy, provided that
the editor do the copying. Carried.

Quting reports:- Ray Marsden reported on the outing to Boonoo Boonoo. 26 people
went on the outing; wildflowers were very good, particularly the fringed lilies -
one with 13 blooms on stem. Somebody shifted the road to Morgan’s Gully! A
relaxing day was had by all.

Januaryv Outing 24th to Basket Swamp - details as in last magazine.

February Outing 21st from Cowies to the Border - leader Colin Hockings.

Februarv Meeting - Programme - David Hockings - Plant Propagation.

Specimens - Rod Hutchin had a very interesting orchid.

Programme - David Wilson showed us excellent slides of the Kimberley Region and
made us all want to go there! Thanks, David for a very good programme.
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THE TAILED SPIDER (Arachnuna higginsii)

When 1 called -to see Dore McCosker necently, she showed me four tailed spidens
(Arachnurna higginsii) which had webs in a Grevellia in hen ganden. IJThe ;
spidens werne pale gheyish brown with the abdomen elongated into a "tail" tipped
by three tiny black po.ints. Acconding Zo "The Australian Wonder Book o4
Knowledge" the spiden may also be black, pink on neddish.

The female was positioned at the end of the egg sac
severnal centimetnes Long, which she matched 4in

colour, 50 you could not tell there was a spider
there, until Dore gently disturbed hen. Aftern a
few minutes she moved back to "disappean" again.

I think Zhe spidens must know Dore 45 a friend as
there werne severnal Leaf noll spidens as well, and
another which had built a pyramid out of spines
prom the Grevellia with a spherical egg sac
suspended underneath. 1 Looked around my ganrden
when T arnnived home, and not one unusual spiden
did T see. although 1 did §ind some in the
paddock. {ncluding the pyramid builder. One of
these had a huge. ant. caught in its web-. 4ood

gorn a week I should think.

Manganet Carnell

XS £

TOOWOOMBA NATS CAMP ouT

The Toowoomba Nats are planning to have a camp-out on private property near
Giraween at Eastern. They have invited us to join them. Details should be
pinalised on Wednesday 104h February, s0 we should hear more after that date.

EEEE TS+ 3

PROGRAMME FOR REST OF YEAR

Manch 20th & 218% Outing - Camp Out %o 3nd Crossing Ernol Walken
24%th Progham - Ernol Walken

Aprll 25th § Outing - Sundown National Park Peten Hazelghove
28th Progham - Gonrdon Dav.is

May 22nd & 23nd Outing - Camp Out - Main Range Robin McCosken
261h Progham - Landcare Alan Robertson

June 20%h Outing - Clean-up, Nundubbemere Falls  Desfey McDonagh
23nd Progham - Jean Harnslett

Juby 25th Outing - Half Moon Leila Hermanssen

& Ralph FLetcher

281h Progham - Remember Last Yean R

August 22nd Outing - Hending Yand Creek Val White
25th Prograsm - Tasmania _ Colin Hockings

EEE RS T

Failures are divided into two classes - those who thought and never did,
and those who did and neven thought.
John Charles Salak



