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OFFICERS OF CLUB FOR 1990 - 91

PRESIDENT Knis Carnedd 835268
VICE-PRESTDENTS Ray Marsden 811593
Jean Hanslett B.E.M. 833185

SECRETARY Desley McDonagh 813074
Theasuwrer Julia Bhown
NewsLetten Editon Margaret Carnell §35268
News Zetter Sub-Commitiee Val White & Dore McCosken
Publicity 0fficen Tom Arnchenr 811754
Flona & Fauna Officen Brian McDonagh 841284
Geology Officen Colin Hockings 811978
Youth Officen Robin McCosken 835371
Bushwalking O0fficer Erwol Walken §12008
Librarian Esme Colley 812927
Commitiee Nominated 0fficials with Power Zo co opi

Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each Month at 2.C.W.A. Rooms at §pm.
Qutings: The Sunday PRECEDING the 4th Wednesday of each Month.
Annual Subscriptions: Single $8.00 Family $15.00 per annum
Rent: Donation per family per meeting.
FkkkokoRkRk k%
AIMS OF THE CLUB

!. To study afl branches of Natural History.

Preservation of the Flona and Fauna of Queensfand.
3. Encouragement of a spirnit of protection fowards native binds, animals

and plants.
4., To assist whene possible in scientific research.

To publish a monthly newsletter and post Zo members.

FRRRRRRRR

ADDRESS CHECK

Could all membens please check that thein address 4is cornreet, and 4§

not notify the secretary Ammediately.
FRRRERERR

COPY FOR '""'LETTER

Could a2l contrnibutons to the newsletten please have their copy 4in the
hauds of the editor by the second Sunday of the month if at all possible.
Copy may be sent to P.0.Box 33, Sevennbea 4352 on Legt with Sylvia Murphy
at-Clielsea House & Gaaden at the Stanthorpe Plaza.
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MINUTES OF THE MAY MEETING OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB HELD IN THE
C.W.A. ROOMS, STANTHORPE ON 22/5/91 at 8.00 pm.

President Kuis welcomed all present, including visitons: BiLL Yull, and David
and OLive Hockings. David was to present the programme following the meeting.

ATTENDANCE and APOLOGIES a8 per attendance book.

MINUTES: of the previous meeting were adopted as a comrect necord of that meet-
ing on the motion moved by Mitlie Marsden, seconded Ailsa Wilkinson

and carvnied.,
CORRESPONDENCE:
‘ Tward; 1. Chinchilla Field Nats - 2 copies of Unimbirna .
2. J. Coulten - Inforamtion on Rainforesi Timber BLLE
3. 1.P.R. - Greenguide Infommation
4., QGAN.I. - The Oueensland Naturalist April 1991,
5. Shelley Thompson - Change of address : .
£, Prochwres
Outwand:
1. L. Ketly - Thanks forn Outing
2, Mr Bonner - " " " o
3. D. Sullivan - Thanks for interesiing -proghamme.
4, 4 QS - Round the Ridges ' ,

5, 1.P.R. - Reswonse to Green Guide.
Moved jDesley McDonagh, seconded Rob McCosker that the Lrwand comnrnes-
pondence be neceived and the outwand adopted. Cawried.

TREASURER'S REPORT:
Statement for 24/4/91 %o 23/5/91

Bank balance as at 24/4/91 285,18
Receipts- Subs eniptions 23,00
Room Rent Collect.12.50 35.50
320.68
Expenditure -
o . Room Rent 10.00
o Magazine dup. 6.00
Magazine postage 26.00
Presentation book 17.00 59.00
Bank balance as at 23/5/91 $261.68

Accounts to be passed fon payment: Room Rent $10.00; Magazine
Duplication $6.00: Magazine Postage $26.00; Petty Cash $15.00.

Moved Julia Bnown, seconded Tom Archen that the Treasurer's Repori be
adopted, and the accounts be passed for payment. Cawnied.

OUTING REPORT: Venbal nepont. The ptevious outing was a good outing. Weathen
was cool and showerny, and 44 people attended. They experienced good
viaws of the park, and the underground river. There wene everlastings
growing up in a nock.

NEXT OUTING: After some discusssion the decision was made that this will be a
‘ hatd day clean-up, from the bottom of Granite Sireet in the "Red"
bridge area of Quartpot Creek, Memberns fo wearn Leather gardening gloves
and bring bags fon the nubbish.

NEXT MEETING: 26th June will be a §irst aid night. Flames will bring slides of
SES nescue, and the Ambulance will be there to talk to the club.
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MINUTES = (Contd)” e e
Vice President Jean Hanslett will chair the meeting.

SPECIMENS: Jean Hanslett spoke about the stamps grom Ausinalia Post with beetles
i “on them. She had the stamps and specimens of the jewel beetle there.
Doxe McCosker had specimens of Banksia, and Geebung. The Book ~~ ~
"Friends and Foes of Ausitralian Gardens" by David Hockings was on dis-
play. Desley McDonagh spoke of-the castern Spinebills in the Salvia -
-+ Like humming binds, and one that was sitting on the nailing and
- Zaking nectan fnom the salvia flowers within reach. -

GENFRAL BUSINESS: After some discussion on annual AubA‘ULép.toM,"' Jean Haxslett
" moved and Tom Ancher seconded the following motion: "That the annual
Wﬂon nemain the same for the foLlowing year" This moition was

PROGRAMME FROM' DAVID HOCKINGS: Knis introduced David Hockings who. nresented a
programme on a Zour he and his wife OLive had been.on, in the Cape York
Area. e wene treated £o a programme of excellent slides, presented
Ain David's wsual interesting mannern., We wenre fascinated by the plants
and the ants' nest plants as well as other slides of plant Life in the
Shelbourne Area and the area itself.’' After the excellent programme
Knis thanked David, and the members showed thein appreciation in the
usual mannen. (We are very fonrtunate that Colin. -and Janet Hockings
chose to Live in this distrnict and not somewhere else aren't we ?7

 Secretary Desley.) S e . S :

RERRREKRRLRRKKRER
. FIELD OUTING REPORT

A good attendance of 44 people enjoyed the Field OQuiing Zo the Underground
River and Aztec Temple on May 19th. We parked on the Racecourse Creek Road at
the Locked gate fon the service noad which Leads to the Underground River. After
monning tea we set off along this noad a Little way then Lwined off Lo the night
and wakked throught a fonest of Zall trees and ferns to the nonthenn slope of
the Signboard. This Lange granite monolith nises steeply from the ground on its
eastenn sdde whene, it is said, a climber had a fatal fall many years ago.

Upon neaching the top, via a gentlen slope, we were rewarded with a view of Bald
Rock to the east, then in an are, clockwise, South and West Bald Rocks, ML Norman
Tuntle Rock, Sphinx, Castle Rock and the Pyramids to the west. Several othen
nock formations were seen, including smallen dupficates of the Pyramids Lo the
sowth which invited our investigation, perhaps on an outing sometime 4n the
futune. - ALso seen from the top was a family of about & feral pigs - 4t is hoped
the Park Rangens can contnol this desiroyen -of ihe naturgl environment with
thein baiting and trapping programme. . The chilly easterly wind with its threat
0f mist and drizzle hastened us fo descend the southenn slope to Bald Rock Creek.
We golLowed the fommed walking trhack to the Underground River and spent some
Lime manvelling at the forees and ways of nature. 5 f

We had Lunch here, where the creek was a mere sining of scukbpiured rock pools,
due to the duy weathen. Aften Lunch we walked to the Azdec Temple, to clamber
overn the hillside and once again marwel at the works of nature - huge totem-Like
granite spines towerning above the inees. A nare-sight was the clump of everlast-
ang daisies making a splash of gofd in a niche in one of these spinzs, some 10
metnes above the ground. We neturned to the creek and followed the service road
Zacé‘.g 10 the cans, passing the Signboard, nising eenily out of the bush on oy

eft. T T o St
Rob McCosker '

FRAKXRIRRARRRRRR



tg ?

No 227 o ' o June 1991

PRE-OUTING REPORT FOR 23rd: JUNE 1991,

The June outing will be a clean-up from the bottom of Granite Sireel Zo the
Red Bridge. We will meet at Jaies' place at 1:00 p.m. 1t is the Zast house on
the night at the southern end of Granite Stneet. Bring gloves, Woolies bags
and fertilizen bags, 4if you have them %o deal with the rubbish.

Afternoon tea will be back at James' place, s0 bring yowr dﬁte)moon tea and
a folding chain to sit on. I'm mre everyone will enjoy a well-earned nesi,
and feel a glow of self-satisfaction when the job is done. ~

MEETING ON 264h JUNE 1991

Frank James will show s2ides of nescue by the S.E.S. at Ginaween at the

June meeting, to be §ollowed by an address on Finst Add by an ambulance offdicer.

We will be advised of what we should take in a §irnst aid kit on outings, as well
as othen procedunes 4in the event of an accident.

RREKRURRIERRRIRR

THE_FURT:'ZR_ADVENTURES OF ‘FRED

(e now have two §r0gs Living in our bathroom! "Fred” has nemained with us
all the summer, and apart §rom a shkont time wiacn-he took to explonring the nest
04 the house insteid of going out of the cat door in the evenings, he has been
very Little trouble. He was, however, somewhct of a health hazard when we
nﬁvu knew where he would appear - in-Zhe midile of the Lounge, hal §-way up
Lhe di noom wall on in the folds o4 the dining room cuwtains. On this Last
oceasion both he and 1 had a §right as he §lew across the dinéng room when 1
unsuspectingly drew the curtains, but his closestbriush with death came when 1
Lnadvertantly shut him in the kitchen door one morning. Fontunately 1 nealised
what was happening in time and he escaped with a cushed hind £eg, and severe
shoch (%0 both of us!) Aften that tuaumatic ivcident he confined his activities
again to the bathnoom and back patio, whife t:e foes on his Left hind foot
shuivelled and twwed black,and his Left hind Zeg dragged pathetically behind
%. However, aften about three weeks he not only recovered the power 4in his

aged Leg, but his toes also neaovered, and ncw appear quite normal again.

As fon our second frog - we were awwre that there wene several pten "Freds”
around the house, as they could be seen on the glass panels of the kitchen doon
at night, and one in particular has been Living somewhere in the noof of Zthe
back patio atl the summen and would often be heand to croak duning the day.
About a month ago, we discovered that this frog has joined "Fred" in the bath-
noom and has taken up residence in the top comnen of the shower doon, showing
%eax nefuctance to move anywhere efse. 1 have made several attempis 1o evicet

e pain of them in the past fortnisht, 40 for without success, but T Ahatl
persevere, and will make another attempt when the weather becomes colder, 4if 1
can prise them out of their cornenrs. , ~

We shatl ..then await next sumnen, and hope that this homing tendency 4is
not inhenited. 14 it is, we may have to build a second bathroom, as two §r094
is about my Limit!

o Aud/neg Ridge
ERETERARRERLERRR
Vouth is not a time of Life - it is a state of mind. I 448 not a matiern 0f ned
cheeks, ned £ips and supple knees. It is a Lemper 0f the will; a vigowr of the
emotions; it is a §neshness of the deep spnings of Life. )
Nobody gnows old by merely £iving a number of years; people grow old by desenrting
ﬁu’n {deals. Veans may wiinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wiinkles
e soul.



Mo 227 - June 1991

- 4 -

~ STAG BEETLES | o
 (sometines catled gobd beettes)

At the May meeting Done McCosker had 4pec;(')nen§ of beetles which we'v'ce‘ |

' found in the heart of a yellow jacket block of firewvod in mid May. The .
foltowing notes were supplied by Jean Harslett. . o B

rees in November -and EDecember, feeding on young foliage. - -
" The Lavae Live in noitting wood and pupate in cells in buwiows.
" The males have sinong mandibles, strongly fwuvred on the inner sdde.
Very variable - colLour and size - from gold, bright gneen - bridescent s
and blue-green to punplish shades (these Latter are the Nonth Queensland foam).

The Stanthonpe form was catled Lamprima Latneifled, but 1 hink now that
all coloun phases are bracketed under Lampnima Aurata and are considered '
Locaklity variations of the same species. _

C 'rsmg' ‘beetles belong 1o the lucanid” family (Lucanidae).

RERRRBRRERRRER

Stag .beetles are common in Eastern Ausiralia, often seen fLying wiound gum

| CHEMICAL COMPANY PLANTS TREES TO CUT POLLUTION.

" The chemical gdant, Dow Chemical (Australia) Ltd. has stanted a tree plant-
ation which will soak up waste water from the factony. I o
The ambitious tree planting prognam aims to achieve zeno discharge of -
watern waste from the D-ow manufacturing plant. Excess watern will "be used to
duigate the trees. ' . o '

- Dow mana.qwg directon, Geoffrey Nownis, says ze/w,vddvéha)ige -a'ﬁ waste grom
any manufactuning site 48 the uwliimate target for every nesponsible company
although he adniis this 48 verny diffdicult Lo achieve. -

The 46,000 trees have been pfanted on vart of a 52 hectare site adfacent
Zo the factony complex. Excess water grom the factony Ls collected and fed into
an on site treatment -facility. Here the water undergoes biofogical trealment,
settling and .chlonination before. it is used for vigation grom Lange storage
dams. Oven 150 million Litres will be available each year for inrnigation.

e . U SOt ORI B F

Tn conjunction with the CSIRO, part of the plantation will be used to ~trial
native .eucalypts for genetic imphrovement. - L S

" The CSIRO seed onchand will occupy s4ix hectarnes of the Dow plantation. 1%
will be planted with Tasmanian bfue gum (Eucalypius globulus). Trees for the
seed onchand have been sowrced §rom about 220 different groups, which hepresent
the full nange of the species' natwral habitaf. . .

Penformance of the trees will be monitored, with proghessive thinning cavied
out to Leave only the best of each group for future seed production. In the yeans
Z0 come, seed from this onchard in Altona will provide the basdis for superion
planting for hardvood plantations in Australia and overseas. :

from "Australian Honticultune"
Januany 1991. ’

Used with permissdion
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