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1. To study all branches of natural history.
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4. To assist where possible in scientific research.
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Minutes :of-the Géneral Meeting of -the Stanthorpe Field Aﬁ,_ .
Naturglis. t:Club, -held - im:the QCWA roéms:;@VictOquStrgét;‘i«- =

' “;Wednes@gy,0ctober925thf1989;”at'8’p;m:‘” S
Bresent - 26 ‘ , Apologies 4

Openin§'" President Ray Marsden opened the meeting and - ° :
welcomed a 11 present. ' .. . =~ . . AR e

Minutes . Moved by Leila Hermanssen and sconded- by Mary
‘Walters that the minutes of the September 27th Meeting o
be taken as read.in:bhe Qctaber Newsletter. - Carried.. ...~

Correspondence: - Inward recéivéd from - =
- Aus tralian Associations Directory.
2. Card of thanks from Es me Lacey and Family, - - :- -
3. Bubg received from J 5 Geeves -~ and M B-Thaemas;. Ann::-. -
Gibs-on; Kris and Margaret Cafhell; and D Holly., . -
4.0range Agricultural College re Land. Res ource ...
.-Managemgnt course, S o
5. LETS Granite Belt.
6. Glenrow Station Camping information.
Te Hancotk' Public Farming,

Newsletters and Journals - = -
The Darling Dawns Naturalist.
“Fantprintﬁ Toowoomba Bush Walkers Club. o o
"Urimbi*¥<¥ Chinchilla Field Naturalists Club, Sept . -
and Octaber. ' ' A

. Qutward . sent-tos~ - - o ,
To Tetter of thanks to Bill Jubbl: . SR
2. “Round the Ridges" 4QS,” with outing and meeting - -
... notices fqr‘october;'?Mbvgd'byﬁval‘White,/Seqanded
-; by Ailse Wilkinson. :Carried,. that Inward be received

and = the :Outward be endorsed. ' _ oo
-Treas urers Report -. Treasurer Julia read her report which =
" shows a credit Balance. as at Octeober 25th of $260.74.
Julia movVed-the report be received and the following :
' - Accounts be passed for payment Raom Rent $8.00; Magazine'
Pastage for Nov. $21.@O;xMag@zineHduplicatién‘%6?90.‘}@31
Seconded by. Joan Stevenson. Carried; O A

: : - ‘ G P S B - e
~ ..October 24th:Quting Report - Val reported that a most interest o~
e el LDG day under the Teadership of Noel Callins-Ruby:to : -

the Sugarlgaf-areajseeing_aivagiéty,of'p}aces and things; -

. - 7 Aletter 'of .thanks is to be sent to Néel, " .
‘November Outin - Campout under leadership of Leila Hermansmon
& PO’ 16l St A
-4 . Full detalls of. this outing will be in Nov. :Newsletter. -
- November Guest Speaker - For Nov. 22 meeting Errol Walker _:
will take us on a trip to Lake Eyre and FlindersnRa¥§.§.
program titled “"Lake Eyre & FFlindcrs Ranges:RRe-visitcd'l
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i s Breaku = De¢s 3rd. at_GeoffMarsdgn'SﬁKingSton-3d.'7
Chrlsgmga§ - walﬁhdown‘creek-and.across to Finney's Palls is
on program. C .

Specimens ~ Calin Hockings brought a New HollandwﬁgggyaEater: |

which he s poke on. , . » S
Ray s poke gn a piece of clay bottle with a lead ring
on it. o ’ . S . - N .
Val brought some: pigtes of China found on Gctober’ outing.

General Busginess - Mention to 4QS when November ndtic?sfsght
that the new time of broadcast is a bit early -—isa .. -
later time possible. e o . S N

After Meeting Program’ - President Ray introduced our Guest ..
speaker. Ro cCosker who. took us on a very enjoyable
trip to the centre.’ The photography was expertly done.
and made a very interesting préogram. Many thanks Rab,

Dorothy Archer.
Hon. Sec.
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OUTING REPORT TO SUGARLOAF.
- by Leader Va ite.

The Sugarloaf outing on Sunday was a continuation of the May outing
We left the park at 9.25 am with 18 members and visitors attending. We
Proceeded to the site of a miner's camp where we. saw some artifac%s
in a dump, such as pottery shards, bottles, buttons and handmade nails,
A gﬁgf was observed on a nearby.creek, other birdlife was quite
pro*Uic. We walked back to the cars seeing a baronia, hakea and a few
other native flowers. After lunch we proceeded to the next site where
We inspected the remains of an old “tavern. We had done this on the
previous outing, but, a8 there were members present who had not been
gith us on' the May excursion, we decided to repeat this part for their
enefit, T , e ‘
Next we -went on to Brown's Gully where ‘some of the richest tin in
the district was won. We inspected the grave of an 0ld miner, unfortun-

have vanished., Some of us decided to do some tin scratching and got
a 'show', The leeches, in the creek were also vert friendly, Time was
ggrch&ng on so we WGn% back to the cars, had another cuppa and called
1t a day. e 4 I

There are still g lot more historical sites to see in this area,
80 hopefully we will be able to make another visit next year. Thanks
to fellow members .for making the ffort to attend-the outing. .. -
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Our Satin Bower Bird(Ptilonorhynchus violaceua) keeps with
fashion and regularly changes his bower displays. Some of the
changes include blue clothes pegs as a major. feature,or on
other occasions the main Teaturés were blue ties -from the
vegetable carton packs used on.the farm, or blue feathers of
Crimsdn‘Rosellas.'OfcohrSe,“added to this are the:blue.'treasures' .

or extras_such marbles,blue r : lue. 0--£0p s+ bly
a few smal chiigren's—to s:etcfgtgyg’ blue,biro,tqps?blue eomb,

All of. a sudden there has been a new change,following one of
our farm changes, For seventy years we have kept a cow or cows
on this farm, but recently decided to make the. change and’dispose
of the cows and the hand milking’ tiess Within a very -short time
all the old treasures were cast:aside,’and the blue tops of .the 2
litre milk bottles, now have pride of place, Even the little ring
below:Which=breaKs?pff?yhenjyou;opénfghe bottle has been selected,
Indeed, two were placed side by side, .in.a neat geometrical design -
right ‘at the.entrance of the bower .as a special 'Pi&ce de r¥sistance!
while the 'shapely tips of a bbok-leaf pine were laid in a neat and
almost”lgce like pattern right inside the bower as a 'welcome mat!',

Perhaﬁés the main reason for writing these few notesy,is to say
that for the first time(and its an old bower) the bower has been
ainted’ inside,and the adornment is blue - almost a !jacaranda blue!
ahat 1s the plant .die .used ?. Where does; it come.from. ? The enly
quantity of blue resembling that shade are the falling flowers of
the westeria. 'One frequently reads of the Satin Bower Bird crushing
charcoal and mixing it with saliva to 'paint' the bower., There are
records: of the blue berries of the Dianellas being used,but they o
quickly get a fungoid smut and turn black. How often do they choose .
blue, or-is our bower bird not only fashion conscious with the :
latest blue milk bottle tops,but also colour conscioms with his
interior deccrations too. (One can see we. cannot immediately change
to 'Shape' milk with its yedblow tops ! o R
Perhapes -some of the members have seen the 'blue' painting,and if so
it would be interesting to hear.. o oo T _
Some years ago a developing male (only part blue plumage) spent 3
hours holding a long blue feather, from a Crimson Rosélla in his bill, .
and bowing to his reflection in one of our windows. :Sé.intent was he ‘
that I could get quite close from insideywithout ‘disturbing him, Is
this the young blade now so fashion conscious? S o
L B . . o Jean Harslett,.

. o SR 333K KK KK KKK KK
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ﬁéfes from Thorndale.

t

From Claude and Mary Walters . = ' )

One morning las¥ week I was looking for our pair of frog mouth 4
owls. They were .not.in either;of their usual roost}nghplaces.‘lnstea
I saw a koala -sitting.high up in a tall gum tree ngar the house. It
was east to see.because it was in a sparscly leafed section of the
tree. We observed it during the morning but after lunch it had gone.
We understand that it is unusual to sight a koala in this area.

what a thrill!!! Ed.
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_ THE UNDARA LAVA TUBES. = . = .. _

Prom Joan .S"};’.e.venson;ﬂ T f‘.ﬁ, (\“\]C) L e L

¥ PO Slheele G LYRL  TAR T ' ) e { . L

On a recemt visit/ o North Queensland we:took advantgge¥b§;a2§r1p

to the Undara-Lava Tubes.. These new-found "Wondérs of the World" “are .
situated on' private property near Mt. Surprise.an&fanesﬁgﬁ}enQE%ﬁ'?y '
organised tour operators. = 7 - L mTRRR e acaRT
& Undara;:at 1200m above sea level, is the highest point in' the area
of many extinct volcanoces. the youngest being 15000 to--30000:‘y&ars old.

Undara activity was different in that it had lava flowé“iggﬁéqqﬁggé%%
explosion, These flows have been megasured and one is'37km-long.'T’ *
Average tubes are 340m long and 18m.deep with some 30km and ‘thé '~ -

.t

original flow 0f 18km. The tube system is the longest in the world,

Ceie

Temperatures of the lava,was between 11757 and 1225°C. == L
The tube we visited was about 150m long and 20m wide and 10m" -

high." The tube was like & semi-circle with the diameter being the solid
flow @f:lavae .thati conled,: and. the -ar¢ being the cooling lava while the
flowswas still ebives You ‘ecould ‘see the tidal marks parallel to the.i:
floor marking the number-of different -flows: As the robf: ahd walls i
were, solid la.wa, there were no markings of water seepages. -Only one
crack had tree roots penetrating, as the tubes are almost at ground
levelao: i .o f au: ) : : S L ' '

Bayliss -caver is the longest at 1350m and has a small entrance and
very”igpl-aira~Scientists*have~found223'new~species'of‘insects in
these high 'CO.caves. Near the entrances there are the normal spiders
and coekroaches, but on going deeper-:into the darkness, these ingects
haverpo-.eyes. There is microscopic life on any:tree roots and this
survives only on the roots. Bats move-from oné-cave -to .another,

Above ground there are many colldapses caused by: extreme gas -
pressure;.explosions in the tubes, ithese form broken:lava rock depress-
ions. Vegetation in them is diffeyent from theisurrounding country of
ironbarks; and, bloodwqods. They.have 'softwood scrpb with; ferns, orchids,
blue gumy and bobtle trees surviving.@n the.greater.mpisture brapped.
by the Tocks. Aerial views showithese*li@@gyofhygggﬁg$i@gﬁvemy,plainly
and. caused the investigation to "find the ‘reason for:ity- Rock wallabies

and’'scrub turkeys are found in this vegetation, - ... sa :
.The National Parks have taken over a large area.of this system’

and expect to release 3.caves for public viewing shorfly, because: .

scieHtific tests are presumed .to be- complete - on them.. .. S

PYRER

*ﬁ1b6§1§4y@ye_knOWn of this area:for some time;h}'LThey weére only
documéntel iH1972~T4 by Ann Atkingon. New finds. are.being made by ithe
owners of these cattle properties, who keep it as a reéstricted ares.
Only two pri¥ate operators are allowed access at present.

There are lava tubes in Hawaii, which are still being formed,
but are not as extensive as the Undara system which covers 1550 square
kilometres with 23 cubic km of lava. ;

FHRXEAF RN X¥

3 _ The after meeting. programme for November by Errol Valker is

" entitled.“Lake Eyre and Flinders Ranges Revisited®. The programme will
sbe presented on November 22 and Errol has supplied a detailed report
i+ Fo compliment the programme. R o S
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LAKE EYRE AND FLIDERS RANGES REVISTED .
55 L : ' By EBrrol Walker.

~ When a school student, more than 30 years ago, geography was not
always my favourite subject. Australian geography or "social studies"
did hold a bit more interest. R o : -
We were taught to draw a:map: of-our country, quite literally,
"with our eyes closed". Most of our great land, we were reminded, was
arid or desert country. and, in: those years,. not many people dared -
face a-potentially hazardous: journey- to. the dead heart. Right in the
middle of. the ¢ontinent was Alice Springs..A funny name for a town in
the middle of a desert, we-thought..: . = g’

Just south dast of 'The Alice' lies a huge lake in this desert.
One of the.great:lakes of the world, . this blue; patch on maps, if
correctly represented, should be white. Lake Eyre is a salt lake
or, more correctly, a salt sheet - for beneath its salt ‘surface lies
a vast sea of mud- and gquicksand.: - } : : Lo

People who have actually been to the shores of this great inland
sea of salt, are spread pretty thinly on the ground. I guess this is
because any road access can be difficult and is best done in a 4WwD
vehicle. The track .in is 2 100km déad end trip. R

The Walker family8s 1988 bi-centennial holiday was- to Lake Eyre
and the Birdsville track with only a glimpse of South Australia's
Flinders Ranges. This was our first experience driving solo into the
desert country and we headed off with not a little apprehension,

Back from our adventurous holiday we were motivated to visit the
Flinders for a longer look another year., This year 1989, travelling
~with friends in another 4WD, we explored the Flinders in greater

detail and had the uxperience of seeing Lake Eyre again ~ this time
in flood. . - S S
. These two National Parks, the Flinders Ranges and Lake Eyre will
~be the subject of my slide programme for the November meeting.

. The Flinders were .a picture.this winter,. because 38" of rain had
brought about a tr.nsformation of this normally dry landscape. Sturt

desert pea was flowering profusely while Leke Frome and Lake Torrens

were full for the first time this century. :

) In the Flinders, the ridge top tour was probably the highlight
of our trip. So it should have been for $40 per ‘head and no .biscuit
with your morning coffeef! il - '

T Sce you next mceting..
Lrrol. ’

(Boy are we looking forward to sharing this trip with‘you! Many
thanks Errol.) Ed.,

R RI KT KR RHKHNRKXH®

NOVEMBER OUTING  CAMP-OUT TO HALF MOON, :
The camp-out for November 18 and 19 is to be at Half Moon, on the

property of Noel Bonner, nephew of Leila Hermansson - leader. .

, Cars are to leave Weeroona Park .at 8am on Saturday November 18
and groceed to "Lindsay View" on George Bonner's pro erty, which is
the Tirst tuin on the right after the Undercliffe Falls turn-off,

On arrival here, we will have morning tea and transfer to the

4WD vehicles, which are needed to get down to Half Moon and Gilgurry.
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November Camp-out. PN . : h o

From "Lindsay View" it is a one hour drive to our destination
at the foot of the eastern escarpment of Boonoo Boonoo River, where
there is a good area to set up camp, near the river and not far from
a waterhole suitable for swimming and fishing. It would be advisable
to boil drinking water. It is usually muéh warmer down there than it
is at--the top or in Stanthorpe. ,

After setting up camp and having lunch; there will be an inter-
esting walk up the river. Co T . : o

Becauge of the necessity to transfer to 4WD's, I would like to: -
hear from those with 4WD's who can ass ist with transport and also
from those who indeed to go on the camp-out, by November 15. Phone
861153. This will enable loads to be arranged, also we will need to
have lightweight camping gear.

In the event of inclement weather making the drive down to .
Half Moon inadvisable, I will find alternate walks close by and we =
can camp at "Lindsay View". _

. Leila Hermansson - Leader. :

FREHJXREXEXAAKRXAR

SPECIAL' PROGRAMME PRESLNTED BY TERRY AND THELMA RAYNER.

‘ We are told that there is nothing new under the sun - perhaps:
that is right but Stanthorpe Field Naturalists were certainly treated
to something"new" or different when Terry and Thelma Rayner of Dalby
bpresented a programme on Cape York and national parks of South Africa.

Using tow projcctors, the Rayners presented a superb slide show
of the arecas, While some members may have been to the top end or
have seen slides of the area, this showing certainly higglighted every
aspect of our nothern tip. : R

The slides on the South Africun trip were quite magical, with the
two images being shown one. felt they were truly part of the expedition.
The photography was extremely good and the commentary brought it all
to life, We extended our grateful thanks to Terry and Thelms for
making the effort to bright the slides across for us to sce and to
Jean Harslett for making:the venue available for the night. After the
lmpromptu showing an equally impromptu supper was served and members
had time to talk with the Rayners, ask questions about the trip and
also about photography techniques. The members were certainly

privileged to have becen able to see such a high class show. Many
thanks to those involved.
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November programme: QCWA rooms Victoria Street Stanthorpe 8pm on
govembe§2§. Errol Walker will present '"Lake Eyre and Flinders Ranges
e-visited"®, -’ o ‘

- November Camp-out: Leila-Hermansson will lead the camp-out on. _ -
November: 18-and 19 to Half Moon. Leila wishes to have names of those
able %To'offer 4WD vehicles and those needing transport by Novemberi5.
-+ Phone 861153, If weather not suitable, to procecd to Half Moon Leila

has made alternate arrangements tor camp at "Lindsay View". Cars will
leave Weeroona Park at 8am November 18 for "Lindsay View"', R



