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AIMS OF THE CLUB

1. To study all branches of natural history.
2. Preservation of the Flora and Fauna of Queensland.

3. Encouragement of a spirit of protection towards native
birds, animals and plants,

4. To assist where possible in scientific resgsearch.
5. To publish a monthly Newsletter.
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No. 209 1. July, 1989,

Minutes of the Monthly .iceting of the Stanthorpe Field Haturalists
Club held in the §.C.W.A. rooms Victoria Itreect Stanthorpe on
Wednesday June 28, 1989 _at 8pm.

fresent 12 Apologies 9

Opening. President Ray nkiarsden opened the meeting and welcomed
all present.

Minutes. lioved by Lsme Lucey that the minutes of Miay 24 meeting
as printed in the June Newsletter be taken as read and
confirmed. Seconded by Tom Archer. Carried

Correspondence. Inward received from - 1. Shire Council re Ilag

Raising Ceremony on Queensland Day June 6.

2. Receipt from Australia Yost re ewsletter Renewsl.

3. sustralia Post re new charges and conditions.

4. .pple and Grape Harvest Pestival Committee re 1990
asking for ideas and asking if the club will be
participating.

2. Contact re recycled paper for sale. ,

Publications were received from 1. Darling Downs Nats.

Club 2. Chinchilla Field Katuralists (¢lub Inc. 3.

Toowoomba Bush Walkers 4. Richmond Valley Naturalist (lub.

Outward forwarded to 1. Letters of thanks to Iioel Collins-

Rubie, Tony haiser and Rod Reevee re May outing 2. 44S

Radio station re June outing and meeting notices.

The secretary passed on.a verbal greeting from Roy and
Val liando of Chinchilla.

Moved by Ailsa Wilkinson and seconded by Jean Harslett
that the inward correspondence be received and the
outward endorsed. - Carried.

Treasurer's Report. In the absence of the treasurcr Julia Brown, the
statement was read by Lot Archer. Report showed credit
balance as at May 24 %225.47, receipts for the month
w19.20 rayments for the month %190.45 leaving a credit
balance as at 28.€.89 of wHd.22,

It was moved by Lot Archer that the report be received
and accounts passecd for payuwent of magazine postage 418,
room rent‘&S,‘magazine duplication §6, hi. iarsden for
photocopying #8, 1his was seconded by Jean Harslett.
Carried.

June Outing Report. Leader Ray marsden reported on the June 25th

outing to mt. Mitchell. 15 turned up to take part in a
very pleasant climb up Mt. sitchell - blackboys were in
bloom in large numbers. It proved to be a popular spot
a8 numerous other groups visited the arca and it was
quite crowded on the spur where lunch was eaten. Views
were cxcellent. There was still some deep pockcts of
slect on the southern side - a reminder of the cold dey
on the Jaturday. weather on the Sunday was fine and sunny.
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July Outing Wotes. Pull details as supplied by leadzr Robin mcCosker
were printed in the June Lewsletter to enable more time to
prepare for the cump out to mt. umaroon on July 22-23.
Reminder will be printed in the July hewsletter,

July Mecting ¥rogram. The annual meeting will be held on July 26
when the program will be "Remember last year." iembers
are asked to bring along their slides for this program.
Supper will be served following the meeting and members
arceasked to pleuse bring a plate of cats. :
the list of outings is listed to help you with the times
of the outings.

- July 1988 The Leyburn Heritage Trail
August 21 Amiens wWild Flowers
September 25 Lyra wild Flowers
Cctober 23 Racecourse Creek Areca
November 19-20 Camp out to the rorgott.n Country
Decenber 4 Christmas Yarty at harslctis
January 22, 1989 Brittania Street to Yetric Crossing
Pebruary 19 beehive Dam Valley
klerch outing was postponed owing to ruin.
April 23 The Haven
May 21 Sugarloaf ‘
June 25 itt. hiitchell

General Business. . Discussion took place about the outing for August
Mary ialters suggested tnat the venue be Bald lock to
follow the new route to the top.

The new cover suggestion, as scen in the Junc mnagazine,
was discusscd. 4 decision re same will be made at the
annual meeting.,

leeting closcd at 8.35pm.

After meeting program. as the guest spcaker Brett Roberts
was not present, there was no after mecting progra.

Lot. Archer.
ion. Ccs,

Outing to Mt. Mitchell,
By leader Ray Harsden.

‘ ihough Suaday June 25 dawned bright and sunny, it was not surpris
ing that only 15 people assembled for the outing to mt. miichcll.
Saturda,; had been an absolutc “shocker® with wind, rain and slcet,

. On arrival at the car park at Cunninghams Gap we visited the
Cunningham hliemorial Cairn and had a talk about how the arca would

have looked when first viewed by the explorer.

, while we were having a cuppa prior to the 10.2k return walk on

kt. Mitchell, Ailsa Wilkinson produced = birthday cake complete with
candles. It was I'rank's 80th birthday. 411 c¢ndeavours to light the
¢andles failed because of the persistent wind. ke all wished Frank well
.ana hoped that when we celebrate our 80th birthday we can do the thin~
Frank does) had a picce of birthday cake and started off on our walk.
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June Outing Report(continued).

After such a lot of wet weather, ever since vaster, we expected
the track to be very wet and the leeches to be out in force. %e were
pPleasantly surprised, the track was very good on the whole and only
in short patches did it conccrne us. lio one even saw a leech or tick
though some did find cvidence of scrub mite bites. The rainforest was
luxuriznt and such ¢ change from the open forest vegetation which we
see around here.

The views of the surrounding country werc quite superb, iit.
Cordeaux was viewed from a numbcr of angles. The “blackboys’ or
grass trecs werc numcrous and quite magnificent., many were in itull
bloom and attracted attention from bees and honeyeaters alike. Wearing
the top of the mountain, about noonday, on the southern side we found
many pockets of sleet and quite a patch of ground covered in sleet,
this was a reminder that we werc lucky not to have been there the day
before or we would have fclt the full force of the wind and sleet.

Ve took our time gutting to the top, spcnding time to admive the views
search out the birds, identify thc flowers and ferns.

4s we sat on the spur in the brillicnt sunshine «dmiring the views
on all sides, we hud lots of company, space seemed to be ot a premium.
A group of young prople joined us in singing huppy birthday to Frank.
ihey werc impresscd that a person of such tender years should be
happy in climbing mounteins. Ailsa wos o bit pceved that Prunk(owing
to his age) was getting so much attention. Asking, s only aAilsa
could “Do they think I was a child bride? He is not much older than
I am and nobody suys they think it is wonderful that I have climbed to
the top”. (We ull think they are o wonderful couple.)

Care was necded on the rock steps on the way down as so many wet
feet had laft them a bit slippery. On nearing the end of the trail,
four of the group followed a track clong 2 creek to come out on a
high point above thc Gap road. The highway wos almost directly below
and we marvelled at the acmount of traffic and wondered whot Cunningham
would have thought of the sight before us. A delighful waterfall was
Seen and & small cave cxamined before retracing footsteps to join the
the rest of the puarty.

After a quick cuppa some of the group left for home while others
led by Peter Kerr, took th¢ turnoff to South branch and traversed a
delightful valley beforec joining thne highway at wicryvale. Several
stops along the way gave grcat views of the spur where we had lunched
as well as the other mountoins in the arca. Thanks to Peter for this
added dimension to thc day. Our group rcturned to varwich through the
Frecstone Valley arriving home just as the ligh faded. It was a lovley
day, full of fricndship and history. we were joined by members from
Yangon and Wwarwick., .

4 bit of history which we gleaned about Cunningham cnd the area
surrounding the Gap. )

. Allan Cunninghom was assistant to the manager of the Royal
botanigal Gardens at Kew ingland in 1816 when he sct sail for Australiu,
He arrived in Sydney at the age of 25 as iiis llajestyis botanical
Collcctor,

Primarily & botanist, he turned his attention to exploring and led
an expedition from Bathurst to Liverpool Plains in 1823, In 1827 he
1ed an  expedition to South ,ueensland and discovered the Darling
Downs(along Glengall:n Crcek) in June 1827, lic examined o gop in the
in the ranges and his men thought it would be possible to construct
a roaa through it.
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Notes on Cunninghom.

e tetraced his footsteps to _ydney. He returned to wuecenslond in 1828
Eoming to -Brisbane by boat. He then sct out to find the pass through
the mountains which he had vicwed from the other side during his trip
the previous year. It scems that there was confusuion between what is
now termed Cunninghams Gap and Spicers Gap. ?he thought is that the
pass viewed on the expedition of 1827 wus Spicers Gap and the one
seen in 1828 was vunninghams Gap. However the other pass was then .
located and @ road was countructed through Spicers Gap from the Darling
Downs to the Brisbane port was built about 1855. o -

Kt. Mitchell, climbed by Allan Cunninghams party in August 1828,
is 4100 fect above sea level on his map. , o

In 1831 he rcturncd to Kew and returned to Australia in 1837 as
The Colonial Botanist of fLicw South wales. Pollowing a visit to New
Zealand, he dicd at the age of 48 years in 1839. ‘

#t. Mitchell was named after the Surveyor General and iit.
Cordeaux after a person in the surveyor Genercls department.,

thr road through Cunninghams Gap, follows the old Goolman
(Boonah) Shire road built in 1927. With the remarkable modern
engineering, the road is now carrying traffic which.people of 100
years ago would have been unable to comprchend., Until 1973, Spicers
Gap road carricd the main telegreph link betwecen Drisbane and New
South wales. .

sllan Cunninghem was responsible for recording ans sending many
botany scmples to Kew, his name will live on in the Australion flora
as many specinens bear his name., It gives one a great fecling of
elation to walk the paths which this great man walked in bygone days.

i Fo R KW Fe KK K H S

July Outing Wotcs .
by leadeér Tiob EcCosgker. ) .

'~ The compsite , for the July 22/23 camp out to It. Maroon, is a
Queenslaond Governucnt Reserve held for the Education Department and v
used by nunierous school groups. It has o large flat are: beside a small
creek cind numerous shade trees.

The climb to the top of Mt. iioroon is quite hord, I would rate it
at 8 out of 10, with about five hours rcturn. I plan to lecve the
campsite at 9.30am so this would mean 2 Tam start from Stunthorpe.

Some mey like to set up camp on the Friday.

Road direccitions to campsite - refer to RACy Gold Coast Horthern
Rivers mcp. Take the Cunningham Highway to Aratula, 5km past Aratula °
turn right onto Boonah road. At EBoonuh turn right onto the Boonah—
Rathdowney road for 24kn, turn right onto urnctt Crcek road. rollow
for 3km, turn lecft onto iewman Road, take the right fork before the
house and continue to cumpsite on right beforec the third creek
crossing(there are two g-tes and two creck crossings.) ‘

Anycne wishing to mcet at the start of the walk trock on
Saturdoy morning should continue pust the Burnett Creek turn-off,
through the Maroon township and turn right at the Cotswold signnost-~
the last turn before the gravel road- and follow this road to the end.

There arc no facilities at the cumpsite and the creek water
should be beiled before drinking, or bring your own. Iunch cnd water
will have to be carried on the walk up iit. Maroon, as well as cumers
and blnogulars. wothing is palnned for Sunday. Return home through
the scenic route vi, the burnett, white Swemp and kt. Lindsay roads.
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Recently , in talking about schooldaystus they used to be', it
was mentioned that wattle Day was always celebrated. I was recently
given some 0ld newpapcrs(from under someonc's lino, of course) and
read with interest this poem. The paper was The Sydney Mail of
Wednesday August 2 , 1916. To put the poem in context it must be
remembered that these werce the yeors of the 1914-18 war. Ld.
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Red Wattle by Koderic Quinn
Red vwattle - waltle Lay Tuesday August 1, 1916,

¥ Spring is flinginf far znd wide
aszure lights on bay cnd sea,
And the Bush is like a bride,
regsed in bridal finery.

Frost and fret are left behind,
therc is song on every hand,

And with kisses steals the wind,
Velvet soft across the land.

Subtlce scents and rich perfumes,
From the clustered gurlands fzll,

Birds sre donning lustrous plumes,
Por the shining festival.,

There is radiance everywhere,
There is mirth without alloy,

Though the drowsy noontide air
Rings the clarion Voice of Joy.

Tossing lcaves and rippling streans
Flash their lustre for and near;

ind e.ch pendant drop thoet gleams
Seecints o peurl znd not a tear.

Hark the bee, on plunder bent,
wuesting on from flower to flower,

In his notc of full content,
Dwclls the spirit of the hour.

In the glow of hill und plain,
In the glezm of bud and leaf,
e There is nc ‘er a shade of pain,
> He'er o sign of woodland grief.

Yet therc were desr springs of old,
when o richer joy was shed,
where the wattle once wos gold,
Therc is wattle stained with red. :
As we celebrate wattle Doy zgain on Luesduy august 1, we should
count our blessings. Ld.
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Qongr;ﬁu}ations oare e¢xte:ded to Judith kichonagh on being award the
Queen Guide Award. orce hours of dedicated work has gonc into working
for this award. Good luck Judith.



