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THE MINUTES OF THE STUNTHORPE PIBLD NATURALIST CLUB MERTING HELD AT
THE C.V.i. ROGMS ON WEDNESDAY, 27th MARCH, 1985 2t Spm.

Present 14 oo ecoooo o~eesipologics 8
“he President welcomed 211 to the mecting ond extended ¢ specizl
wclcome to John Weltcr from the Toowoomba Naots.
MINUTES -~ Thot th. minutcs be trken 2s reed wes méved by R.Mersden
sce. C.Hockings. Cerricd.
CCRRLSPONDENCE
INWARD wes received from
. sust. Tost ./C for Tost Box 521
2. Intcr. Colour FProductions - 4/C for Mag.YWrazppors
5. QueN.C. News - FNo 143 Lpr/Mny
4. Richmond Vallcy Nats icwsluttor -~ March
5. Down Undcr -~ Vol 23 No4 Dcc '84
6. D.Dovms Naturalist - No 369 March
7. Contact & Gen. Report - Vol & No 1
Be N,P.¥W.8. = 7 Prcss Stotcments
OUTWARD was sent- to
1. 4QS rc outing/mccting
That thc inward corrcspondcnce be received snd the outword. endorscd
wes moved by F.Wilkinson sce. J.O'Donncll. Corricd.

FIN/NCLLL | L
cbruary, 1985  Balance $197.28

Receipts &
Fcb. 27 Room Rent Collcetion 6.50

Bring & Buy ) 7«20
Mar, Rcfund from P.O. 52 : 14,32
’ ‘ 211.60
Pg%ments
Fcb. 27 Teb. Room Rent 6.00
'cbe Meg. Duplication?7.00
Feb. Meog. Postoge 11.52 24,52
Merch 1985 Crcdit Ealance | $187.08

Defirchor moved thot o credit of $187.08 be reccived and scccounts
for Room Rent $6, Mr~g. Dup #7, Mag. Postrge $13, Bullctin Wraps
$54.80, P.O. Box Recnewal $21 be pesscd. for poyment. Sce 4A.Wilkinson
Carricd.

OUTING RIFCRT
In thc abscnee of Geoffrey Walker, leader, M.Mersden gove o rcport
on the¢ outing *o Bluff River. The 28 odults cnd 20 children who
attended, ogrecd on the beautiful sctting of the aren, /. good flow
of feirly shallow woter wes an cnticoment for tho young ot hcoart.
atcer worn rocks were of spocirl interest with unique streight
lines indicating foults. There were pinkish lincs through some
while others werc like stroight sided potches sct os o design.
Interest in 2 rod not fungus was shown whilc others were fortun-
ate to scc o confrontotion between » water dregon ond o red belly
black snokc. The sneke goave in. Loter in cnother spot, o similor
snoke was secn swimming across the strcom.
Thonkyou Geoffrey for lecading us to this orca snd we hope you will
be successful in goining your bodge through this cffort.
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MINUZES CONT.

UEXT CUTING :

T This will bu. o repeot to Iookout Mountrin with hopes of going
through thc gorge. The leader will be Robin McCosker., Cars will
meet on Hundny, 215t fpril ot 9 m. at the ILdions Pork at the
north c¢nd of Wallomgorra. Bring - packed lunch.

NEXT GUEST BSFLAKER ,
te will be privilezed to hove Ruth ond John Walter from Pittsworth
to take us to Yesmeonin and to show 2nd tull us what they saw. This
will bce Wednesdoy, 24th April.

SPECIMENS
B. McDonecgh found ~n injurcd czure Kingfisher ncer his home 2and
looked for its nost. He found it in o pile of sond on level .
country ond thce nest rescmblcd 2 bull onts nest.

BUSINESS .
Seerctary to writce lcettors of thonks to. Brian Dodd and to the
owvncrs of thi propcrty ot Bluff River. ;

s the Treosurcr will be obscnt for April and Moy, Millic Maorsden
voluntcircd to tnke over. o
Trial of Bring 2ond 3Buy will be discusscd ot the Annusl becting
- in July. ' ' ’
Noticc to members that Moy, 18/19th arc proposed for the Compout
to Texas. Morsdens will lead. _

There being no further busincss, the mecting closcd ot 8.45 pm.

‘John O'Donncll gove 2 most interesting talk on the C'Donnell's visit

to India. Though hc¢ only visitced o smell arca, we werce oble to share

his imprcssions ~nd he gave us o lot to think sbout. His introduction
was onc we will try to follow up in thet he, gove the cxports-from

Indic*in the 1880's. How diffcrent sre thoey now?

Thank you John for sharing your cxpericnccs.

Joan Stovenson. Hon., Soc.

————— ar—-

(Millic Mersden scnt us » pocm, composcd by on eld identity of North
Eastern N.S.W. Td. ) '
I, WARNING by Frcd Simpson

"lhere the penk of old Mt.Varning

Tokes gold from the Eosturn sky,
A scntinel there in the morning

stonds guard ~s the ships zo by.

''vas a welcoming sight to » stronger

In The sailing doys of yorc,

It warncd of » lurking d-ngor

Of 2 recef ond 2 rocky shore,

Jhere » resting plrce for o weary cloud

Is ¢ silent gully and doop,

There's 2 plaoce gway from the medding crowd -
Where Noture goces to slcop. ' '
!'Tis there where the birth of a river
Brings joy to th¢ Mother of ~11

and o pomisc of life forever

Is thc sound of = watcerfoll.
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MARCH MIETING ADDRESS | by J.C'Donncll
Y

<

INDI/ ond MALLY31I:Z (usu-lly without -~ crmern).

Since we had few slides, I decided to give o 1little trlk on Indicz,
firstly with frcts glecned from =n old (1880) Lncycloprediz.

I mentioned 2 bit of history ~ ¢g. that the iryen roces displaced
the Drovidion reoces after 1500 BC, The latter ~rc found now moinly in
the southern ~rcas. The' Aryans brought rcligiocus knowlcdge with them,
¢g. 2 foith in the immort~lity of the spirit of mon. Millenin later,
about 1800, thce British crrived,

- To help with the climete of Indin, imagine the map upside down and
supcrimposced over ~ map of iustralie, the southcern tip of Indis over
Cape York. Lodckh in the Himnleyas is on o similor lotitude to Conberrs.
£dd in the tremendous height of the Himnloyos ond one can sce there orc
all climctes represcnted. The mrin wet scoson is the summer monsgon,

(June to November). Extrcemely hot weather is cxpericneed in mony arecs
bcfore the monsoon breaoks. ’ :

The vegetation agein would have covercd most typcs before mon ond
animals modificd it over the millenia. Around Bongalore (900 mm mean
annuzl rainfoll) it is described os “"xerophytic sovennoh woodland ond
grasslend”, There isn't now too much woodlond, cxcept where FBucelypts
cnd Cosucrinas hove been plented. Lost coentury, hill tribee in the
YWestern Ghats proctiscd 'slash ~nd burn' sgriculturc. The tribe worked
hord to fell ond burn »n arco of forcst boforc the monsoon, and plant
secds of ricc, sorghum r~nd corn in the csh and humus. The first crop
would usually be bountiful., After onc or two morc crops the tribe would
move on ~nd repent the process, Sometimes their fircs got out of control
incrersing the damoge. By 1850 the British woro rerlising that dwindl-
ing Indien forcsts ncoeded mencgement. It wns intoresting to rcad that
in Burope there was awsrcncss of the chenges in climote there, following
clcoring |

In 1800 there were 200 million peoplc in Indin rising 20% by 1880.
Contrast this modcst risc with that of 1950 to 1975 of 75% to 750
million! Part of Indis is sumi descrt, but the overell density of just
over o person to coch heeteore is comprroble with Germany, and o little
less then Englend. Onc of the mony perils of c¢veryday life in Indiz
lost century wore tigers. During 1877, sbout 300 pcople and 16,000
cattle were killed. In roturn, 1500 tigors werc put down by p.opli. The
British, with thoir love of sport, woerc welcome in this srca.

“he cxports of Indi- in 1877/3 m~de intceresting ronding. The full
list is rether long but includes the figurcs thot ncerly @ million & L.
tonncs of whoot ond rice were sent to the U.K! Other cxports from thc
poor country werc 22 million hidus, 56,000 tonncs of teak, 9,000 tonncs
of raw wool ~nd 200,000 tonn.s ot jutc, not to muntion lorge guontitics
of sugor, tca, coffcc, cotton, solbpetry, linsced, opium, silk, tobacco
cnd cinchono berk,

“he imports were intercsting too, the mnin oncs being 6 mcegnlitres
. of beery, 3 megnlitres of spirits and 2 megolitres of winc, 2ll for the
« thirsty British.It sounds =s though th¢ ncw mrrivzls hod to horvest all
‘the crops themselves, in the hot suni Josn wondcred what the import/
export position was this century. The only note I could find wos that
by 1960 thc main imports were wheot ond rice. Exports wore mainly tea
and Jutce.

L . . . . - - . b I

]
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MIRCH MEETING LDDRESS CORT.
Ve felt thot guner(lly the Indian people scem to understond theot
physical lifc¢ is only ¢ sma2ll part of the devielopment of the soul
however we gaw thot Wcstcrn problcemg of offluence woere moking inroods.
-.I then showcd some slides we hod taken in ond ocround Ba ngklorea
Cnee one reloxces in-the - traffic there, ond simply ObubrVLS whot is
happening, onc has the fecling thot God is looking aftor 211 as ped-
¢strions, bullock C’Ttu, rickshows, motor bikes, coars, overloaded
buscs, trucks, goots ond horscs wc“vc along the roads together in a -
moze of honking ond exhoust fumes. Seldom did we see impatience in
the drivers, the mein feature noted wuo their cxecellent judgcmhnt
. -~ The moin purpose of .our visit wes to stey 2t Sei Babe's Ashrom
and to cclebrate therc the Christian Chrlstmas which provcd to bc a
wonderful experience., Aftoer spending thrcece woecks ot Presenthi Nileyam,

we coached and Jjetted to Kuala Lumpur, Maleysia. A couple of slides wore

shown of visits whilc trovelling in thet country.

NEXT OUTING ~ ° TC LOOKGUT MIN. .with lcoder Robin McCosker.

Cors to muet BUNDAY, 21st AFRIL ot 9cm
at the LIONS PARE at the north cnd of
YALLANGARR A




