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THE MINUTES OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB MEETING HELD AT
THE C.W.A. ROOMS ON WEDNESDAY, 27th FEBRUARY, 1985 at 8pm.

Present 18 °.o,.,....,.A.pologles 8
The President welcomed 3ll to the meetlng with a sp301al
_ f welcome to guest speaker, Brian Dodd.
MINUTES ~ That the minutes be taken as read was moved by M. Marsden
sec. J.0'Donnell. Carried.
BUSINESS FROM MINUTES
President Jean reported her attendance at the Unity Arts Network
meeting but does not think it applies to our club.
Inspection of the Scout Den grounds was made by J.Harslett and
. DeMcCosker and over 100 species of plants in the near vicinity
of the Den were listed. :
CORRESPONDENCE
WARD was received from
o AeCo.F, re Notional Woodchip Campaign
2. Centrc for Continuing Education, Monash Uni. re Mosses and
- Liverworts Course
3. N.S.W. Inst. of Technology - new hook on effects of Pollution
4, Dept National Parks & Wildlife - 12 Press Statements
5. Govt in Focus - Vol 1 No 10 Nov 84
, . Vol 2 No 1 Dec 84
. . - Vol 2 No 2 Jan 85
6. Contact - Vol 12 No 4 Nov/Dec 84
7« NePjhe News - Vol 55 Nos 1&2
Se Q.NOC. News - No 142 Feb/MaI'
9. Qld Naturslist - Vol 24 Nos 5&6
10. Richmond Valley Nats Newsletter - Jan & Feb
11. D.Downe Newsletter (Nats CIub) -~ Nos 367 & 368 Dec & Jan
12, D.Downs Naturalist - Vol 7 No 2 Dec 84
OUTWARD was sent to
. John VWalter re 24th April meeting, guest spesker request
2. 4QS re meeting notice
That the inward correspondence be received and the outward endorsed
was moved by D.Lightfoot sec. B.McDonagh. Carried.

FINANCIAL .
ovember 30th, 1984 Bank Balance 188,44
Receipts
Nov. BSubs - 22,00
Bring & Buy 5620 "
Room Rent Collection 8.24 °
- P
Payments . ,
Nov,. 84 Room Rent : 6,00
Mag. Duplication 7.00
Mag. Postage - 11.00
Dec./84 Fed Tax 40
Jan /85 Fed. Tax 10 . : :
TFeb /85 Fed Tax , 10 24,60

Feb, 27/85 Bank Balance | $197.28
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MINUTES CONT. :

D.Archer moved that a crefit of #197.28 be received and accounts
for Rent $6, Mag. Dup. $7, Postage $11.52 be passed for payment.
Sec. B.Lacey. Carried.
OUTING REPORT
Jean Harslett reported on the outing to Jack Deutscher's property -
at Mt.Tully at which 31 attended., On arrival interest was shown
in the yarding of cattle while morning tea was tsken. The walk
across paddocks was leisurely with interest in birds. Notice was
taken of the leatherhead as it systematically went fr-m dead 1limb
to dead limb. picking off the insects in the spiderwebs. A bearded
dragon would.-not cooperate and open its mouth to show the bright
yellow colouring of its mouth. The vantage point where lunch was
taken provided an excellent view across to Bald Rock and valleys
between and to tthe West where the Passchendaele ridge was :
prominent. The wildflowers were scarce but among the rocks were
sgecimens of flannel flowers, Stypsndra, Hovea. On the wet flats
the Spiranthes were in flower. ‘ :
NEXT CUTING :
This will be to Bluff River with Geoffrey Walker as leader. Cars
will meet at Tenterfield Park near the swimming pool at 9.30am.
It is an ideal family outing.
NEXT GUEST SPEAKER
(see lefer 1 Newsletter)
SPECIMENS 4
tpecimens of corc:id beetles were shown with the comment of their
plague proportions then their sudden disappearance.
BUBINESS
There will be no change to room rent charge.
Note -~ Postal rates to incresse on March 1st. .
Report of concern with the increase of love grass prevalent in
the Tenterfield area. This is a South African pest and becoming
one here, v :
Show entries in "Best Native Bloom" had 5 entries and was won by
member Judy Pfrunder with an excellent spike of kangaroo paw
(red vsriety). Purther thoughts will be given to extending the
prize money for this section. -
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pme ~ -
Speaker Brisn Dodd revealed to the meeting the extent of the prickly
pear menace some 50 years ago and the control measures used by his
uncle, Allen Dodd O,B.E. by tiological methods. Overall, it has been
proved that our quarantine restrictions have prevented many unwanted
problems from being introduced to this country. Thank you Brian for
this interesting talk.
Joan Stevenson. Hon. Sec.

REPORT ON GUTING TO JACK DEUTSCHER'S PROPERTY by Jean Harslett
This Naturalist Outing for February was the first for a couple of
months., There was a good roll up (after our two month annual break)
of those peoplc who enjoy the fellowship and outdoor pleasures. It
appeared that all were enjoying being indulged again in our activities.
Mr & Mrs Jack Deutscher were our leaders and wec journeyed via the
Mount Tully road to their property in the hills. Some cattle were
being yarded and provided interest for the children who perched like




No. 162 Page 4. MARCH, 1985
OUTING REPORT CONT INULD

crows on thc rails to weatch the fun. Jack announced that he was a
. 1ittle concerned, as leader, that we were not headed for some spceial
feature, however the day proved so pleasant and interesting, and-
" certginly added emphasis to the point that no matter where we wander,
if we are in tunc with our surroundings, and observent, there are so
meny things to interest us and provide 211 with special joys. Tall
timbers and varied undergrowth provided shade and glade like surround-
ings to walk through all day. fmongst the trecs werc some specimens
of The New England Blackbutt (B.andrewsii) which belongs to the high
country of the New England, especislly just on the western watcrshed
from the tops and border. It likes arecas 600 — 1300 metres high, warm
moist summcrs ond cold winters with an occasional snowfall., Doesn't
that describe well the habitats we walked through? The juvenile leaves
are as round- as those of the lovely silvery onces of the New England
Box we so enjoy along the roadsides on Vinter evenings, but instead
of being silvery grey they sre a rich grcen in colour. .

Jack had crected a stile over the only difficult fence, for our
comfort ~ thankyou!

Ye met a very tight : <pped Besrded Dragon which cven after much
persuasion, would not display his nice yellow mouth. He had lost -part
of ‘his tail so perhaps had a bitter outlook on life. , :

Ladies Tresscs orchids were beautiful in the wetter areas, tall
and very handsome, as were the smellcst of the trigger plants and
dainty small specics of Goodenias, both dwellcrs of damp places.

WVhile resting ncar a hugc dead trce which had & vast number of .
spider webs around its bsrc white limbs, many of us obscrved a -
leatherhead (friar bird), work very methodically each web, collecting
dainty morsels from cach, for nearly 15 minutes.

Tom Zrcher rcmorked on the tremendous boles on several trees with
low limbs, tclling the story of a much more open forecst, probsbly
several hundred yecors ajo when they were young. '

Near a gate (obviously hard to open, !) we found a number of empty
bottlecs., The large bottlcs (gallon size), had proved a special trap
for quitc a variety of beetles. Had they been attracted in while there
were small quentities of winc still insidc, or laoter? Many of the
beetles werc quite large and the bottles werc lying on their sides or
¢ven sloping down. Vhy had the insects not madc their cscape? It scems
the arcs of slipperiness was not very great. Had the poor critters
become dis-orient “ad, as clas! do humans who indulgc in the same
nectar? ‘ : -

Across the paddock on the homc tap, somc folk gathercd mushrooms
for their evening mecal.

: It was s good day for us =21l and thanks to our lcadcers.

Jecan Horslett.

Ed's Notec - The original of this articlc as written by Jean will
appcar in the Stanthorpe Hondwriting Archives!
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER; Mr.Brion Dodd, on Tho Control of prickly peeor
. (Opuntis spp) in Lustralia by Caoctoblastis cactorum. :

Meny specics of cectus have escaped from gordens since scttle-
mcnt, Members of the genus Opuntia were introduced from South Amcrica
early last century, as ornomcntals and for their ediblc fruit. Esrly.
this century they were turning up as wceds in the brigzlow areas of
Quccnsland. By 1925 about 60 million acre2 werc infested, ond incrceas~
ing ot the rate of a million ocres o yeor.

Thce plants grew in thickets, cholkding out most of the othcr vege-
tetion, ond werc about "horsc high® - surcly a frightcening sight. The
secd wes spread meinly by birds. There arc grim storices of people
trying to control cactus by manucl mcans or with poisong such as
arsenic - on incrediblc job teking oround 6 wecks for ¢ man to poison
all thc plonts on onc acre! The prickles in the legs and the cffccts
of arsenic on thc¢ operator add to thc story of detcrmihation and
failurc. :

During the 1920's, cntomologists visitcd South Amcrica and brought
back verious insccts to-be tested for biological control of pear.
Brian's uncle, £Allcn Dodd O.B.E. made such trips -~ quitc an undertak-
ing in thosc days. Many spccies were tried, but only Cactoblestis

cctorum wes speeifi¢ to Opuntia and could survive, breed ond spread
casily in thc field. The grub lives inside thc cledodes (Zcaves)e. The
moth later hatches and lays eggs on new plonts. ' ‘

Chinchills was the centre for work associated with the programme.
In 1925 eggs werc put on plants in various localitiecs and the rcst is
history. By 1931 thc cactus was Jjust o rotting mess of dead cladodese
This experiment is soid to be still the best examplc of biological
control. ' ‘

The cactus hos not buen completcly eradicated, but has been kept
at o very low density. One can still occasionally find plonts, with
grubs feeding insidc the cladodes.

‘John O'Donnell

NEXT OUTING -~ Mcet at Tencorficld Pork, ncor the swimming pool at
. 9.30am. BIUFF RIVER, South of Tcntecrficld will be the
delightful venuc. : o
Bring morning tco, lunch ond bathers for if the river
is flowing. It promises to bc a lcisurcly day with walks
up ond down the river, vicwing cttractive rock edged
weter holes. It should bc an ideel family day with
'shallow swimming holecs and a nicely grassed picnic arca.
Geoffrey VWalker who will lcod this outing, is cndeavouring to
carn & scout venturer badge by organising this doy ond by
encouraging this cctivity.

Reminder! - 24th March, 1985 at 9.30am.

NEXT GUEST SPELKER - 27th Merch - J.0'D will show o few slides

ond talk sbout o short trip through Southcrn
Indis ond Molaysia.



