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THE MINUTES OF THE STANTHORPE FIELD NATURALIST CLUB MEETING HELD AT
THE C,.Ceiiolie ROCMS ON VWIDNESDAY 24+th OCTOBER, 1984 ot BQm.

Present 21'.,.oaug.q.,ouneaoo...Apologlcs 10
The Prcsident wcelcomed all to the mecting with spccial
. gglgomc to-John Waltor from thc Toowoomba Ficld Noturallst
b RN
: MINUT“S ~ That thc mlnuues b¢ teken as rcad was moved by L.Thompson
- / P angdon. Carrlud
~ CORRESEONDENCL .
INUARD wos rcceived from
1. DiHblloran - Subscription
2. 7 Prcss.statements - Dept. Naot Parks & Wildlifc
3. Govt. in"Focus - Budgct 1984
4. Qld. Nats Necws -~ No 141 Oct/Nov
5. Darling Downs Naturalist - No 365 Oct
6. NoeP.As ~Oct. Vol 54 No 7
OUTWARD was sent to -
. 4QS re¢ mccting/outing
- The t the 1anrd bs rececived and the outward endorsed was moved
ond carricd.
FINANCTIAL STATEMENT OCTOBER 24th 1984

Credit Bslance SOp%cmbcr, 1984 . 144,40
* Rececipts - ‘
" Bcp.. 26 - Subs. Lo 84 .00

- Scp. 26 Bring & Buy - - 6.00 . :

- 8ép. 267 - Room Rent Collcctlon : 9.19 _99.19
I . - _ ' ' 243459
Payments e '

Scp. 26 'Room cht , 6.00
Scpt. Mag. Dupllcptlon 7200
Sept. Mag. Postage - 11400
- : » Mag. Covcrs o 4,50 -
Oct. Ped, Tax . - 020 : ~_68.70
Oct. 24, 1984 Crcdit. Bslance = $174.89

MOTION D,Archcr moved that this rcport be rccelvcd ond the
v following occounts. be pusscd for paymcnt - Room Rent #6,
Octs, Mag. Dup.$7, Oct. Mag. Postoge $11. Scc. R. Lacey. darricd

OUTING REPORT :
' For thc 'Ycar of the. Pamlly' the Club orgoenized o day at
Mountain Park to which about 50 attended 1nclud1ng the
-+ Endcavour Chalct residents. Venuc was Roscenthal Creck arca
s which hcld meony 1ntcrost1ng points of history =nd vegetation.
R Thanks worce. received from the Endeavour housc paronts for the

.~ . . Iunch providcd by thc Club members. _
NIEXT OUTING .
This will be held at Kyoomba and necar Colin and Janet Hocklng s
home. Cors will mecct at Wecroona Park at 9.30 om on Sunday,
_ 25th November. _
NEXT MEETING - - ‘
Errol Wolker will spcak on his rccent visit to New Zealand.
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MINUTES CONT. : | o

SPEC IMENS T o .
*loral spccimens ~Phlcbalium smbiens ond Westringia amabilis
from Brian McDonagh.

- - Jecwel bectlcs firom Tom Dunn.
BUSINESS

" The librorion asked for any outstonding mogazincs to bg ?cturned
The CIub dccidced not to entcr the Floral Carpcet competition .

being organized by the Endcavour Foundation on Nov, 16/17.
There being no further business, the mceceting closcd.

Prograommes werc supplicd by - Potor Longdon who spokc on and
showed slides of his visit to West Austrealio ond -~ Jean Horslctt
who showcd 'Ground Orchids gwowing on the- Granite Belt'. Both
these presentations were well received. S
Thanks Pcter and Jecon. . .. - o
Joan Stevonson (Hon. Scc.),

REPORT ON THE OCTOBER OUTING — "MOUNTAIN PARK" - LED BY
= ™ JOHN_O'DONNELL

There was a good roll up for this outing, our centribution to Year
of the Family. Scveral Endeavour youngsters (others werc house bound
with illncss) together with their housc parents, plus the Marsdens
Hockings and Dunn fomilics plus Dorc McCosker's mother werc all welcomo
additions to our *herd-corc' members, The party drove to the Esostern
side of "Mountain Pork" - lombing cwes werc all about, closcly watched
by  sooring caglecs. : -

We then drove-olong a ridge, through an old cultivation paddock.
Lucerne, clover, rye and fcscuc werc all sown hecre 15 ycars agd - now
the arca has reverted te native grasscs. Young Acacias and Eucalypts
arc storting to rccolonisc. Ve lookcd brieflly at an area fenced off
from domcstic stock abeut 6 ycars ago. Some vegetational changes
havc occured here, but.introducced broomscdge and fescue arc growt
well too. (There 1s a largc swamp here, probobly o result of the
clcaring of thc slopcs above.) In the next smoll paddock there were
very fow FOURE trccs, as a result of the higher stocking ratc.

Morning tez was cnjoyed ncer Rosenthal Crecke Mcmbers were host—-
‘ing the Endegvour pcople for the day, and provided the catse My dogs
were told therc wos no dinncr for them that night, so they made the
most of thc situation! The horses also cnjoycd plcnty. of ottention.
Tom Dunn caught 2 crayfish (Chirax dcstructor) - one ‘in berry?
(corrying roc under thce cbdomen) ond o water drogon. : :

The arca hdos'mony signs of early habitation; slabs of rock, posts,
strange plants, clearcd creas and drainsge lines., Yondering down the
creck, wc-camc to an old cooch crossing, a huge natural gronitc slab.
Droins radiating out in the-orca mork the ol coach roads. - as the
soil washed awey where the hooves tramplcd, a new track would be
'selected, Channcl billed cuckoos, not long down from the North, wcre
casily seen and heard. In the noxt paddock, rung out almost bare
carly this ccentury, we saw significant numbers of young trccs rccol-
onising. A largc wool lined nest was obscrved - 'Ypossum?- s
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OUTING REPORT -~ "MOUNTAIN PARK". CONT.

.. .. Bagck at thc cars we gothered for Runch - cn exccllent repast —
cnjoycd by all, The dogs olso agrecd it was a red lettor doys  -Many
fomilics hod to return homce following Iunch whilc the walkcrs pre-
porcd for ‘their journcy. Crossing the crcck was the first hozard, and
whilc helping others, Jcan's camcra lens cop fell in and disoppearcd.
Our quick octing tamc cnginecer Tom A. commcncced constructing o dam
wall higher up, of logs, turf, gravel and rocks to stop thc flow so
thce Iower pools could morc cosily be dredged for the cepe Ales, the
flow wos too strong, ond Tom was in the 'doghousc? to boot! Further
along wc passcd o lovely weeping ribbon gum ond started to c¢limb a
south facing slopec. An invisiblce white browed scrub wren hissed at
us from g nativc grape bush. Near 2z monster like balancing rock we
pauscde This slopc was covered with short green grass aond many trees.
The oppositc slopec - morc favourcd by stock, was almost open ond
. meinly toll stemmy speor grass. I ottempted to tickle o beorded
"~ drogon to slcep, while admiring its scalc patterns. An cxample of
M.P, stylc ringbarking was walked through -~ thinncd so that tTees arc
about 20 m apart, and trccs which arc straight being left for possiblc
timber production. . R
Latcr end higher we were able to look North with binoculors and scc

the roofs of Worwick, 30 km awgy, with three cloud likce ridges bcehind
- land to thc cast O% AlTora, Further on we gozed ot o Morcton Bay Tig
- conscnsus was that it wos casilv 200 years 0Id ond about 5 feet
across at thc bosc of its many trunks. Shceltering here olso was a
primitive forn ~ just drooping stems adorncd with ycllowish knobs.

Returning to thc creck we inspccted the reomoins of o sheep fold -

a clcared arca on a knob and a couple of posts -~ probebly. going
back to "Marylond" days prc 1870. Two zcres ncar the cars werc .
.rcputed to have growvm whcot, Joon coxplained that the corliest sctt-
- Icrs tricd this ideca, having the groin ground at a ncarby town and
rcturncd as flour for their home consumption. A fig, a mulberry, a
boyscnberry clump and scveral yucca type plants still survive on
the 0ld home sitcse. ‘

Aftcrnoon tea with firc ond billy conjurcd up by Ray, complcted
the outing. S . )
John O!'Donncll.

NATS., CHRISTMAS.PARTY, DATE: Sunday, 9th Dccember.

Venue - "Mountain View" Amiens. - v _

Time -~ latc aftcrnoon, probobly 5 pm.. President <Can has.
kindly offcrcd to host the perty this ycor. Final
dctails arc not to hend as Jcan is travelling with-
daughter Susan, out from. Europc for a short timc.
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VAEE Mrs. Gemmell, latce of | "Mountain Vicew", Amicns,
Nons passcd oway in Stanthorpe, latc October.
T know members join with me in oxtending

sympathy to Jcan Harslett ond her fomily, f
' : S Editor. 5

NEXT OUTING ~ "Kyoomba", cast of Stanthorpe. Lcadcr  is Colin,Ebckingso

This promiscs to be a plcasant casy wolk on o track with
birdlifc, creck, watcrfall and orchids. Iunch will be in
the home grounds of "Pinastcr®. R

Mcet ot Weeroons Park ot 9.30am Sunday, 25th Novomben.

Teca drinkers BEWARE! - Joan Stevenson rcports a story she heard from
a Western youth. She asks, VWhot Western tree
is o hcalth hozord if a twig is uscd to stir
the brew? A lecaf falling into the tea cup has
the same cffect, ' '

Postscript - In o fow wecks time your Editors will travel to on Ashram
in thc hcart of India where they will be for the Christmes fostival.
Much love and trust will be required by us throughout our journey but
our Master - Sai Baba ~ is 2 grcct help heree. S _
There hove been mony major v minor Avators (God in Himen Form) over
the centurics cg. Roma, Krishne and Jeosus. Sei Baba is a major Avotar,
Iiving ncor Bangalorc. In o World conditioncd by scicnce ond materiol-
ism, hc- helps us to scc whot we should haove known ~ that Divinity is
within cach person. He will Iive (until 2021), solcly to help people
rcalise the purposc of life, Not until we love ourselves and others,
can there bc love for Nature, ' :
’ Ed.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO ALL
AND EVERY GOOD WISE
FOR THE NEW YEAR



