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MEETINGS 4th Wednesday of each month at the C.W.A. Rooms at 8 P.M.
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Single - $5.00 Family - $8.00
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ATNS OF THE_CLUB

1. To study all branches of natural history.
2. Preservation of the Flora and Fauna of Queensland.

3. Encouragement of a spirit of protection towards native birds,
animals and plants.

4. To assist where possible in scientific research.
5. To publish a monthly newspaper.
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MINUTES OF THE STANTHORPE AND DISTRICT FIELD NATURALIST CLUB
MEETING HELD Q.C.W.A.ROOMS WEDNESDAY 23rd.May 1984 8pm,

Present 24....... Apologies 3.
The rresident welcomed all to the meeting with a special mention
of Guest Speakers ¥erry and Thelma Rayner. and also local visitors.

.MINUTES, That <he minutes he teken as read was moved by Tom Archer
and seconded by Ray Marsden...... Carried.

CORRESPONDENCE . .
INWARD:-1. Aust.Pcst re magazine postage.
2, Sympo3ium on Stradbroke Island.
3, Total Znviroment Centre.Professional Environs Course.
4. Queansland Becreational “ouncil Clun details.
5 Peregrine Expeditions Tour info.
6.N.P.A.News..Vol5% No.30 May.,
7.Contact... Vol.12 May/June No.2.
8DarlingDowns Naturalist No 360 May.
9:Richmond Valley Newsletier.
10. 6 Press Statements National Park & Wildlife
OUTWARD was sent tosz- :
1.Qld Recreation Council re Club details.
2.Mr.M, Aspinal Thanis for entry and venue.
3.Neta Nogkes Club Condolencaes,
MOTION 4. 4GS Outing and meccing rowice.
That the inward ccrrespondenc: be received and the outward
endorsed was moved by Ercil Walker secoded by Don Lightfoot

Carried.
FINANCIAL STATEMEXT.
April 25th 19o4% Cr. Balanee forvard.. 70.20 -
Receipts -
April 25.5.8%..... 4,50
B . N 74,70
- Payments , , | '
April 25th 84. April Room R2ab 6.00
Lpril Mag Possayc 11.00
April Mag Duplication.5.00
Federal Tax.,.. b0 22.60
May. 23rd 1984 Cr. Balanc€.eo.... 552.10

Dot Archer moved that the credii balance of & 2.10 be received
and that the accounts for Room Rent #6; Mag Postage #11.00;

and Duplication of Mag.#5 be passed for payment ,seconded by
Rob.Harslett.... Carried.

QULING REPORT Brian Mc.Donagh report¢'d that 22adults and 11 children
attended the outing to Nundubbermer 3, Nine Mile Rocks or "Plum
Pudding Rock." Access was madc by fol lowing the boundary fence
and walking was made easier by the nv uber of animal tracks.
Wildflowers were sparse but sp2cial me. tion should be made of
the Zieria fraseri. Bladderworts were 1 foked at closely.Birds were
not very active,nor was the snszke distu:'bed while sunning itself.
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MINUIES OF PH#% STANTHORPE AND DISTRICT FIELD NATS :GLUB CONT. .
QUTING REPORT CONT:-~ - o T SR
From the rock topped mountain excellent views of alinost 360° wer
possible and the eastern.hills encased in r: to e
down and be on our way. + Tain urged us o move
NEXT OUTING ??OM ARCHER is to gheck out the "Half Moon" area of
: - .-~ Liston/Rivertree area, _ o o
SIOP_PRESS ON THE NEXT OQUTING.

I s

Tom Archer has been advised that we would not be "
luna" but"fully luna" to consider taking our cars into this giii
or even partly there so the alternative is to Mount Fergusgon in
the Amiens area. Jednl Harslett will be leader. The climb to Lhig
highest point in this western section of the distriet is moderate.
Members. will meet at the. usual time at Weeroona Park or proceed
direct to Bob:and -Jean Harslett's home, where there will be a cup
of tea ready for you after which we will walk,then return to the
cars for: lunch,and then enjoy some other unusual formations.

Weeroona 9, 30am...Harslett's 10am. yand its a suitable outing for
all comers. ‘ . o » . L o
NEXT PROGRAMME  Gabrielle Brown agreed to speak on Herbs and
S . talk will be entitled, "Herbs, for Health and
~ + -Enjoyment", ' ‘ e T S
SPECIMENS Tom Archer bzought 3 samples of Banksia collina and
. an un-named Banksia,no one ventured to name the latter.
BUSINESS -~ . .- R ‘ -
The meeting agreed that a letter be written to the National
Parks and Wildlife,thanking them for their action in erecting -
an amenties block at the Sundown National Park at the western
end. This originally-came as a recommendation .from our club.
Moved by doan Stevenson and seconded by. Jean Harslett..Carried.
Prize money of. #1 was paid to the Show Society for the
"Best Native BLoom" in the Horticulture Class for the 1985
Show. . T : |
Peter Ingall read a rather delightful letter of thanks
from M.Mordin who was present on the Girraween Through Walk.
There being no further busines the meeting closed at 835pm.

Members were then treated with a programme of excellence by

Terry and thelma Rayner. Expert photography of many areas of
Western Australiajarnd the wild floweres growing there (complete
with technical names)gave those present a very intimate picture
of what can be sean in those remote areas. We thank you Terry

and Thelma for giving of your very valuable time and the

delightsof your programme.

Joan Stevenson
Hon. Secretary.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN PICTURES...RELATED BY TERRY & THELMA
' RAYNER »

Terry and Thelma Rayner made a -‘rery special effort,at the
height of wheat planting, to come over and give us a programme.
and return to Dalby the same night. Our members;despite a very
popular concert across the street at the Civic bentre, made a
splendid effort ef attendancetoo, showing their appreciation of
Terry and Thelm&'s generous effort,alld of which was most pleasing
to the Club excuitive. ,

- Terry opened by explaining they would only touch on a few -
parts. of Western “ustralia. Queenslanders feel they have an ‘ _
enormous state to traverse, but in fact its only two thirds of the
size of Western Australia.

The method of screening using dual »rojectors and screens was a
new technique to some of our members,ond it showed several things.
Namely the individudl approach of the two personalities to the
scene and to photography. Terry and Thelma's photographs show

enthusiasm for seperate facets of nature. It also showed guite -
dramatically how different focal lengch lens used at precisely
the same time and place gave quite varied results and special-:
effects. Also popped up on one scr-en would be some special plant
showing its individual habitat,and on the other screen a'beaut'’
close-~up wit infinite detail of the plant and flower itself. Or
perhapes an historical building with a detail of special signif-
~icance of ite construction on the other screea., On one occasfion
Yerry said of a bird of prey " I think its a Fork Tailed Kite",
frowm the audience came the comment,"If it would fly I'd tell you"
and sure enough the next picture up was the bird in flight and
the query answered. :
Terry made a comment which drametically describes our waterless
Continent, in describing their travel."At Wileannia in N.S.W.

ve crossed the Murray-Darling river system ,on a bridge with
water beneath 1t.The next bridge with water beneath it was near
Adelaide,Spencer's Gulf,and salty, Then across a continent through
Kalgoorlie,way north-west up W.A. coast to the Murchison River
until .another bridge was crossed with water beneath it" Just
lgok at a map and your map and your mind will bcggle at the dis-
-tance , -

Along the Great Australian Gulf area we saw wonderful pictures
of rugged headlines,which constitute "the longest unbroken
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. TERRY ({ND THELM'A PROGRAMIME CONT. ‘
line of cliffs in the world" Also depicted were the wnique caves o
of the Nullarbor Flains, and long will remain in my mind's eye,
the sheer beauty of design,pattern and colour of theEuclia Sénds,a,
the screens were filled with white and contrasting rich golden
sands of never ending pattern, leaving you to ponder on the winds
and ferces of nature which created such beauty, and one old gum
tree which stood sentinal over time.,
Quair.t designs of water catchment roofs,Kalgoorlie streets
designed wide 2enough for camel ‘teams. paper daisies mile upocn
mile in shades of whitepink and’ yellow, just one tiny part of
Western Australias 7,000 strong varieties of wildflowers. We share:
many beautifully taken W.A., wild flowers as seen in a good rein-
-fall season... even the cape weed pest was beautiful!l!
Then the Gorge Country, Witternoon in particular.. thirty-four
dramatic gorges,many very distinctive in character were shown to
us in a variety of moods,bringing back wonderful memories for
those of us luciy enough to have been there,and whetting the
appetite of those who have not. - ' ) B
Iron product.on,massive machinery,trains 1i miles lorg were
shown, mingled with cheerful little lizards to mention but a few.
Just to make Tinal indelible imprints on our minds there were
pictures of Rainbow Valley or the spectacular Red Bluff suncet.
I was'nt asleep during the Pinnacles or other areas,but perhapes
I'd-bett-» not try to describe any more of a memorable programme.
Br. ... Mc.Donagh moved a vote of thanks,amongst others things
said,mentioned that anyone of us would be proud to qwn some of
those slides';and it was carried by warm acclaimation.
o ‘ Jean Harslett.

— - ———

NINE MILE ROCKS or PLUM PUDDING MOUNTALIN -

The above formation is quite a prominent featurc from
the"Bendee"-"Springdale" road,as it was from the ridges abovg
‘Jones Creek on a previous outing. Brian's Spqntaneous sugge§t101

- a year ago,as we looked across at it,was carried out at the last
outing. It was-with a difference because none.of,us had heen -
there before,except for our leader Brian and hid daughter .@dlth
on a pre-outing jaunt the week before. Therefore it was an inter.
-esting challange for everyone,with the excitement of the un--
known,in what we might see.:. ' - o S
Brian has kindly furnished a report of the outing whicn follow.:
tgank you { Briamn. ‘ Editor.

REPORT ON THE OUTING TO NINE MILE ROCK on 20.5.1984.
By. BRIAN Mc.DONAGH.

After a most wapromising start (eather-wise) 33 people (22
adults and 11 children) set of to investigate Nine Mile Rock
or "Plum Pudding Rock" which we admired from across ths val ley
on an outing led by Jack Mc.Beth last winter. This time pow~
-ever,we approached from the opposite direction, commencing

from a mors similiar elevation.

There were a few new faces in the party,and we hope they
enjoyed the day.
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"SINE MILE ROCK RSFORT BY BRIAN ¥C.DONAGH Jodls-
The usuai "smoko” was eaten at the hut on -20ff Mc.Donagh's
property. ‘hen we set offover a liftle stream,and then followed
an old dog-proof fence supposed to have beer. grected in 1914, and
showing its age - plenty of kangarco-sized - kid sized holes in the:
netting and posts rotted,;but still servicabl: for cattle. )

The Club often collects flowers for ider.tification,makes blrd‘_,
lists and so on,but on this outing barbed vire was of interest . °
to several of our members,engendered by ti.: age of the fence.

we. reached the top after an ecasy scram>le,the biggest
problem apart from years and lack of condizion, was. the dense -
dodder making life very hard for anything larger -then a fox-
~-terrier! An excellent view to ihe west crer trap-rock country
was soie what spoiled by a very thin haze, Yn- ihe pre-outing,
the week before much more was seen with th2 nakedeye than could
be seen with glasses on this day. - .
' Several options to return to the cars vere offered, but
advised against,so we travelled back the wvay we came..
What did we see and learn. The cnly wildlife seen was one
snall black snakej,a large shedded snake =<in and many geckos
amder the exfoliated slabs of rock. ¢t mary birds were seen,
but quite a flock of Red Wattle pirds wer:s very interested in
us at luach time. . : . :
The geology of the area is rather irtceresting,being phase
Y of the Stanthorpe granites,very fine grained,with more '
quarta than is present in the granites we are more familiar
with. Yne of the children,Judith who actuclly went searching a
little nore fully,found a "flcacer™ with oze side of dog-tooth
quartzy,also much larger than usual biotite crystals and some
woL:'ram. We could not find where the "floater came fromjso
fortunes are not made) Just to the west o1 this area the gran-
-iLe finishes and the traprock =cmmences  s£12wm on the map as
2 jault. - : ‘ L
The major flora of the area ccusists »f Stringy-barks™
Ne:w England “lackbut,black cypiress pine, with.cabbage gum on
the shallow areas. plenty of uncdergrowtayde:finish" (rosemary)
leuzopogons,and tea-tree., '
As far as wyildflowers go,we fcund an intsr2sting overlap
of Tlowering. ome of the Pummer flowering . _ants were still
trying, Lobelias and Olearia. ™ few winter _lowering plants were
found,Cryptandra and jeucopogon,while the wsrm conditions had
induced Boronia granitica,and Ericstemon mycporiodes to think
it was spring, Good to see the Zageria fraseri located again(last
year. it was identified.)
“'wo other plants of interest found was. the odd mistletoe,which
has the odd characteristic of grow’ng-.on mistl=2toe,and wvery
occ:asionally on the host plant.This particular one has a brillia-~
-ntly zolden and hairy underlear and is Nototvaixes subaureus,which
liter-1ly means golden underneath,snd describss it perfectly.
the o-her was the carniverous blac..erwort Uiricularia,which grows
in wew soils. We managed to have a good look % the minute bladder
which traps small insects. o .

~ srian Mc.Dcnagh.
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13 ADDERWORTS
On ou: Yey ousuirg Brian did give a verbal qescrlptlon of
the fugticy ¢fithe Diadders of the bladderwsris,and I believe
1ts worzh repaziing: The family Utricularia acans a bladder,thei:
common nares “aclude bladderworts and "Fairy Aproris" and I think
the ehiidrer vould agree to that se€ .
They ars aiso c2iled "Plants of X "\69
Prayt, heégay fey catch insects — S
and Brian ckowed us e trap, ana L_/{ \
what anamazing Jevise it 18, With s
& sensative auoy which IOrs oOpen ever
g0 essiiy. B sen more clever the littld trap can pump water
Trom the” iyis 1 crsynieking a vaecum iaside ¢ild when the door sprinc
open in floegy sie weier and the tiry insdct s caught in the rush
of the ~idv,:ne:5 1ike %ou can be cavght in a rift,and it can
now stop i s:2I oing inside. As socn as 1w s dispatched the
Lep &anh b ¢i r vle came way, reedy tolcat~a another, Feople
locking at trei sery carefully have seen as muny as 1% insects
carghy Ly ¢as Jrap or plant,
g;ﬁK:jA COLLINAS
[hrse Lovaly cpecimens of Fanksis ecllinz ware brought along
e the mec 3ing b Trr Archer.showing a big range in colour. The
Pives with verw E_r‘ black) stamens and ofien giving rise to its
cemica aar "Me Lzitpin Banksia" and indeed they look uncommonly
Like the ¢ld £.zhicnad naL"p1n, To add to coni'usion this title
is suvme~ines g vue to B, spinulosa too. Usua. .y the mountain forms
r these growin: at helight tend to have thses cavker stamens,
Tl secornd gpoeimcr was quite a rich golden cc..our, and the
taived wes a vsle honer colour ,and they made cn interesting com-
AL Leen, A Stiot had been growa by om. vk has had consider-
~&hlz sac s rzlsine sone natives,
Do, Torgeb Las QIDING y_SUNDAY 24vh,June
verus Mount ek 3on thEPSa
Weeroona Pe st 2,32 aa or 10am at 3ob Harsle:i's. and a enp of
tee will be rewiy fou vou on arrival,
SHGER JEst Heprslets Tpl 83258¢%.
NEXT MEETOIN: Jed. 29k June at Q.V;J A. Recrie 8pm.

GLGET CPRAKES  Cabrielle Brown ti-oed "Herbs for
fleal®l ra! Hnjoyment". Gabrielle is weli wversed on this
eubject ad IV sure will come ap with 3ciething worth
-while.

Jean Harslent






