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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING?WEDNESDAY 25th.FEBRUARY 1981.

PRESENT:28,Apologies 7, as per the attendance book.
~ Presgdent Robin opened the meeting by extending a welcome to alj
present,particularly our Guest Speaker,Mr.David Raff.and his wife
Jill and other visitors. including Mrs.Temple-Watts a member of bot
the Chinchilla and Toowoomba Nats.Clubs.
Motion: The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed,taken a
read,moved by Mrs."illie Marsden,seconded by Mr.Don Lightfoot
Carried.
[Amsmn o T .
INWARD: 1. w.r-.A.News, journal of National Parks Assoc. of Qld.
2.Newsletter of Richmond Valley Naturalists Club.
3.From Qld.National Park & Wildlife Service,a summary of the
the findings of the discussion groups at the National Parks
workshop held at Girraween Dec.13th. 1980.
4.From the Australian Conservation council,a questionaire to
enable the club to be included in the Green Pages a direct-
~ory of non-Government conservation and enviromental group .
OUTWARD:1. Letter to Radio Station 4 Q.5. re date and venue for
the Christmas Party,
MOTION: Moved by Martin Davies,seconded by David Pfrunder that th-
inward correspondence be received and the outward endorsed.

Carried.
FINANCTIAL STATEMENT :
November i Beilanic 62IBi ¢ queve oio siniaiaitie & aisie s otiv s sie 2L San 6
Cheque on which bank stopped payment #5,00
(Lost by Education Dept. for Centre...Total #253.16
Receipts Nov. DU S S el this s o o Ta e ois $12.00
Hen't Collection: - e s oo o S R $ 4%.00
December BUBSE 85 adhsf v cio o oie  sigs e toe ns e $10.00
¢26,00
Total.. $279.16
Payments:
Nov.26th 1980.Education Centre(to replace cancellgé cheque
$5.00
b @ T U 2 ) o e i e e v SRR St T $7.50.
Dec.11th 80.Magazine PoStageeesece.oeveecs ooy #4, 50,
$17.00,

Feb. Cr. Balances...... #$262,16,
Accounts passed for payment, Room Rent..#6.60.
Mag. Postage..... .42,
Moved Dot Archer seconded May Prentice that the treasurers
report be received and the accounts passed for payment.
GENERAL BUSINESS: A. Reports on National Park Workship at
Girraween were given by three of the four club members who
attended.Tom, Archers group was mainly concerned with fire
management, ean “arslett's with general park management ,and
Ray Marsden's with control of feral animals.
B.Paul Grimshaw has been transfered to the Brisbane region
& is unavailable =5 guest speaker for Mareh meeting. Miss
Desley Mc.Donagh kindly offered to present slides taken in
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GENERAT, BUSINEES, Cont.Jordan, Lsrael and Egypt,by her on a
recent trip..This offer was greatfully accepted.

OUTING REPORT Report ‘o -‘Feb,outing was given by Robin Mc.Coske

‘

(see full report pagel):.. . T R
NEXT OUTING Mrs Dore Mc.Cosker reported on pre-outing & plans
she has prepared for March 22nd. Venue .Texas-Limevale area,
& a most interestiné day is assured,jncluding a visit to a
marble quarry,Alan “unninghams Crossing etc. An invitation
has been extended to the Historical Soc.members.Scheduled
departure Weeroona Park 8.30 aim...'Warpoo' 2.30. -
NEXE_MEETING:Q.W.AnRooms, DESLEY Mc.DONAGH is Guest Speaker,

o - —

Meeting closed at 8.45 pm, S B ,
_Guest Speaker Mr,.Dvid Raff,cattle breeder of Karara. In
1960 David was a recipient of a Nuffield Fellowship which
saw him in Britain and. the Continent for six months.He spoke
about agriculture in Britain in a most interesting & entert-
-aining manner, o .

DORE Mc.COSKER'S OUTING NOTES. for 22nd.M.ARCH TEXAS AREA.

Nats., and Historians will meet either at Weeroona Park .at
8.30 &m. or at the junetion Stanthorpe Inglewood road at the
ZWARROQ!' corner at 9.30am.

Under the guidance of- Dore and fellow member Laurie and
Joy Jeffrey of Texas ve will visit some historical sites and
somegrand old river gums,relics of former days... We will

have to measure the girths.At Limevale,the Red Bank is an in-

-triguing bank of coloured(mud or orchre) where cameras will

be clicking: Don't wear your best clothes to wander through
the o0ld marble mine and be prepared for heat.

A vieit to the Texas Mvseum with some of their members is
planned and if time permits a visit to the place where Alan
Cunningham, famoue botanist and explorer crossed the Dumarest

-Piver,on his way to discover the Darling Downs in 1827,will
vonclude the outing., Latter only if time permits,

We will have lunch near the cars, Lhere will not be a/¥4
lot of walking,anywhere,but I hope a lot of interest for
" eéveryone no matter what their tastes.

Bird life was plentiful on my pre-outing trip so bring
your binocs.The Grey Boxes were in flower to the joy of
honey loving birds,and < hope to find again some of the inte

-resting plants, :
The club hopes there will be a good roll up for this outing
Dore has put a good deal of effort into the planning of it
which is a good-start for its success, and many will enjoy
meeting up with the Jeffrey family again,
PLEASE NOTE THE EARLIER TIME OF DEPARTURE FOR THIS TRIP
Weeroona Park 8.30 am or if you prefer 9.30. at the Warroo
Road corner. ‘ DORE McCOSKER, '

DAVID RAFF'S PROGRAMME Cont(SEE PAGE &) .
Canada ,N.Z. and Britvain & is known as the Nuffield Farming
Trust now.It was interesting to g0 to areas,that because of
climate coyld be so ordered,eg .plant same day each year.He
claimed the Nat.Farmers Union,350 staff & capital of#$17,00000..
as the most powerful political body in Britain, suggested we

get behin” ~ma,.& that we have a 'Lucky Country', Jean.H.
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REPORT ON THE OUTING TO ‘DR DARK'S PROPERTY by Mr. ROBIN Mc.COSKER,

The first outing for 1981 on Sunday 22nd.February was to one
of the sub-tropical gorges on Dr.Dark's property at 'Willson's
Downfall, LT

The morning was quitw hot ang steamy as we left Stanthorpe and
when we parked our cars in the clearing at the top of the gorge,
there were impressive thunderheads towering above, Tom's suggest-
~-ion to have a-cuppa was a good one, as we spent the next fifteen
minutes’ in the cars waiting for the shower of rain to pass.
Fortunately the sun broke through again and we bravely set off
down the track, thinking about how much the leeches would be
enjoying our company,and enjoying usi,especially if it started
to rain again, Luckily the rain helq off, unluckily we didnt
disappoint all the leeches!!

The outing was to be led by Mr.Franig Wilkinson, but as he
was not available we had to follow our noses. We walked down the
track and were soon engulfed in the jungle-like vegetation,with
orchids and staghorns and various creepers hanking from the tall
trees,aboave the lush undergrowth. A repeated comment was regard-
-ing such vegetation so close to Stanthorpe, After a brief sojourn
on the wreng track we walked to the top of a cleared ridge then
down to an interesting granite outerop with spectacular views
across the gorge %o Mount Lindsay on the far north-eastern hor-
-izon, On the way back to the cars for lunch,five members of the
party were fortunate to meet and make friends with a carpet snake
wilch they estimated was over three metres long. They said they
tried to persuade him to come and join us for lunch,but he declin-
~-ed the invitation as he hagd Just eaten; the evidence, a couple
of feathers, were all that remained,

The storm brewing in the west rumbled a good deal closer, as ¥
‘we firished lunch, and we headed for home as the rain started
falling,thus ending any thoughts of an attempt to see Boonoo-
Boonoo Falls on the same day. -

A previoue KNats.outing to this area was led by Frank Wilk-
-inson, just one month short of ten years ago., That outing attract,
-ed 45 members, .and although there were only 13 members in our
party I am sure we enjoyed the outing just as much,

' A ROBIN Mc.COSKER,
CLEEELPEEEPEEBEEE PP PP :

MOUNT_CORDEAUX_OUTING. ..CUNNINGHAM'S GAP.. NOVEMEER 1980.
BY Mr.COLIN HOCKINGS LEADER.

Despite reports of heavy rain and flooded creeks, sixteen
people attended the outing,including five members of the Queens-
-land Naturalists Club from Brisbane,

On arriving we wondered where the heavy rain had been falle
-ingfor it appeared not to be in evidence at the Gap,

The ascent was made at a very leisurely pace,giving members
plenty of time +~ nhcorye the rain forest around them,

Cont, Page 5,
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MOUNT CORDEAUX QUTING ..CUNNINGHAM'S GAP .. NOVEMEER 1980
by COLIN HOCKINGS.Continued

- Brilliantly coloured Golden Whistlers were numerous and

their curiosity gave members plenty of opportunity to observe
their actions and habits. Pairs of Rufous Fantails also caught”™
our attention with their displays on the moss and lichen cover
-ed logs beside the track, We were fortunate enough %o find - -
a Rufous Fantails nest with its characteristic wine-glass.
shape.Many Scrub Wrens darted through the undergrowth as we
passed along the track. o L : 4 -
Cat-birds, obviously named for their cat-like call,were
heard by most members, However-patience: is required if you
hope to catch a glimpse,any more than a fleeting one ,of this
Bowerbird relative.The patience of a few members was rewarded
with a good view of a couple of birdc with their green and
paler spotted plumage.While waiting,0live Hockings pointed out
that their cat-like call is a mewed version of comething which
sounds a little like"Here I are!", and that is just what this
tricky little chap seems to be -avoiding view and challanging .
you,. yet playing a humourous game with you. e
One of the members found a brightlly coloured beetle which
aroused the intérést of Jeafl Harslett. Firthér “investigation at:
the Queensland Museum,showed the beetle to be very rare, just-
-ifying Jean's interest. - - - - o o : S
Another point of interest was a couple of Lyre-Bird feathers -
found in the leaf litter at the edge-of the track. These would
of course belonged to an'Albert!'Lyrebird before being moulted.,
Thus different from the Stanthorpe species. In the same vicin-.
~ity Trap-door -Spider's nests., It was of particular interest to
notice that the trap-door itself had tiny vegetation actually
growing on the'door! making its difficult detection even more
so than usual. 4 o : .

A -lizard was one of theinteresting finds of the day. It was
the Angle Headed or Southern Forest Draggon (Gonocephalus , ..
spinipes) This beautifully marked lizard wigh :its sharplyfidged
eyebrows _and long.toes, was sunning itself on a rock beside the

track. Later a second specimen was found -on the way back to %k
the cars. It was amazing to note that the first chap found -
high up in the rain-forest was very beautifully marked with-a -
lichen pattern and colour. The second specimen was quite low
down neae the:road and in the dark brown leaf litter,and was
also dark brown and plain coloured to match ites particular
surroundings. After a short period,yhen it moved out into a
sunny area it became very perceptdibly lighter in eoloure ™

We-had lunch at the "Mine" and speculated: aver 1t.bein%.

natural or man-made. After lunch we proceeded to-the.'Baddle(
on the northern side of the mountains summit. We were .too .
late by some weeks, to see the giant red 1lily flowers(Doryan-
-thes: palmeri) Probably the abnormally dry: seasons -have - .
S S 1 . _ . cont.Page 6.
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MOUNT CORDEAUX OUTENG NOVEMBER... Cont.

caused them to flower early. T A
- The lack of rain was causing signs of distress in the rain-
-forest beyond the saddle. Many plants were wilting badly. It
was here that some members saw a Rose Robin.: ‘
© On the return journey to the carsj,a keen eyed member spot-
ted a Rock-Wallaby perched on the mountain side. It sat there
unconcerned, as the whole party had it pointed out to them., .
After a welcome cup of tea, at the roadside park at the Gap,
members departed in opposite directions,Brisbane-and -Stanthorpe
all having thoroughly enjoyed the day. ‘ '
. ' Colin Hockings.
CEECEECLEEEELLLEEEEEE :
=&=%099 . _ « o " . ‘
A TESSER OBSERVED BUTTERFLY SEEN ON. THE MOUNT CORDEAUX DAY,
Soon after starting the walk an excepionally good look at/#
one of the larger butterflies in the "Browns" clan(Heteronmpha -
mirifica) was seen. The word mirific is an anceint word mean-
-ing "exciting wonder arid astonishment")and it. was no doubt
used for this species because of its surprise colouration in . -
the female which.is so dark brown,the general effect .is of -
black and cream. We had an astonishingly good look at this
lady. The male which emerges some months earliem is super- -
~ficially so like one of our commonest butterflies,that it = .
is almost always overlooked. Neither are seen often, and then
in Queensland only ‘in the limited habitat of rainforest from
Maroochydore to the Border®Ranges., Thus such a splendid view
was quite a thrill. The black and cream is most striking,but
when it closes 1ts wings the underside so matches the leaves
of the rainforest floorj,even the highly observant are un- -
-likely to see it,unless it looses its nerve and moves.It: has
such strong belief in its own camouflage that it rarely com-
-mits this error, o

, Jean Harslett. -
fdodofutolnddudufolifodocddodcddolctidodolidodol A

REPORT ON THE GUEST SPEAKER,Mr.DAVID RAFF by Jean Harslett

Mr.David Raff of Karrara was our guest speaker for theFeb,
meeting and provided.a very thought stimulating talk to a well
attended Nats meeting. His visit overseas was occasioned by th-.
winning of a Nuffield Scolarship enabling him to. study agricl-

-ture 1in higher fields overseas. For part of the study ‘time
and also for our evening he was. accompanied by his wife., This
was pleasing for Stanthorpe people as she is well remembered

as part of the Bridle family who left'Ballandean Station' 8

or 10 years ago. David explained that the Nuffield Schélar-
-ship originally allowed a study period in a variety af fields
in Commonwealth Countries, but finance became low with rising
costs. In mid 1970's former scholarship holders got to-gether
and established a fund to send 2 members from each of Austral

Cont bottom page 3 ~ia



