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neports from field outing to Bald Rock 21st June:-

Again a very good turn-up for the field outing,this time to Bald
Rock. The weather was ideal Tor c¢limbing and even our oldest members
reached the top. The younger ones made it in the shortest time so
all ages had a successful tinc. :

We were interested to receive a photo and the following write-up .
Iron a local paper:-—

Bald Rock National Park Just across the N.S.W. border from Stan~
thorpe is the highes granite outcreop above sca level in Australia.

Unknown to nany people,at 90Cft high above the surrounding terrain

and the highest point in the Granite Belt,it is the sccond largest
single rock in Australia. The largest of course is Ayers Rock,1100f%
above ground level, south-west of Alice Springs in the N.T. A aarked
track leads to the top of Bald Rock,which provides sightscers with
cxtensive panoranic views of the surrounding Great Dividing Range in
the border arcas,across the Granite Belt and northwards to the edge
0f the Darling Downs.
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Bird notes:- ’

Unfortunately becausec of siclmess I did very little bird observ-
‘ng on our last outing. However we did spend some time on the summit
of Bald Rock observing a pair of Wedge tailed Bagles as they planed

28 soared around the stecy sides of the rock,now rising in a wide
~piral then plummeting out of sight to the scrub below, taking full
sdvantage of every current of air.

It is unfortunate that the sight of one of these majestic birds
~rouses in most Australians only the desire to reach for a riftle.
wogles are always suspect to the grazier and have been credited with
attacking and carrying off all manner of stoclk, sone of which would
PE Iar beyond their powers to 1lift. where ecagles were

We grazed sheep for many ycars in country snd-n-over-snes-did-we
conmon and never once did we scc one carry off a live lamb. Mostly
they seemed to feed on carrion. A neighbour of ours who was a keen
naturalist as well as a grazicr had a pair of cagles nesting among
sondstone ridges on his property. These birds werc never molested
cad we were able to observe them at the nest over several sceasons.

Their nest was placed high in the branches, of a Spotted Gun,Euc.
waculata which stood near the base of a sandstone cliff. From the

t o}
top of the cliff we were able to look straight at the nest. The bones
rfound discarded around the nest proved conc usively that lambs played
2 very minor part in the diet of these particlilar cagles,even though
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Wes were lambing in paddocks not far away. Rabbit, rodent, small mar-
supiel and bird bones formed the bulk of the bones in the debris
below the nest. The only wmcat consuned from doncstic stock came fron
carcases.

Aquila audax -(bold eagle)- Wedge tziled fagle is 2 noble baird,
she fourth largest cagle in the world with an average wing span of
over 7ft (specimens to 11ft have been recorded) As with most ceglcs
the female is souwwhat larger than the male. The nest ic a large
platforn up to 8ft across made of sticks and linecd with leaves =nd
soft bark. One,two or threce eggs are laid,usually in Jv: ¢=July. The
nest is repaired and used year after year.

Sotanical Notes:- ; -
The area is rich in plant 1life and some of the plants which we : KMr-
observed are-listed Dbelow. ) °
Eriostemon queenslandicus showin a fow ecarly blooms
Isotomna anethifolia flowering daintily in sheltered rock crevices
Phebalium ambiens called fruit salad phebaliun becauvse if the leaves
arc crushed they smell like Monsters deliciosa
Solanun amblymerun at basec of rock,prickly plant with few mauve
flowers and small green tomato like fruit.
Orchids were seen qn most sheltercd rock faces.
Tongue orchid - Dendrobium linguiforme
Xing i i specilosun
Onion i Gastrodia sesantoides <
Report of meeting held in C.W.A. rooms 24th June 1970 at Spms—
There was an attendance of 29 with apologies from 9 people,
Newsletters w z red from the Qld and Chinchilla Naturalist °
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Glubs The Board cf Adult Zducat:on Adviscd that 200 copics of the
constitution were being prepared and it was hoped that this would not
izvolve the Club in any expense.

The president rcported that 9 members visited the Q1ld.Nats. camp
nt Spicers Gap on the Sunday of the Queens Birthdey Weekcnd. 55 peoplc s
astended our club outing to Bald Rock.

It was suggested that the club organise two outings cach month
‘uring spring to- make the most of the wildflower scason. The committwe

will digeuss this at their next necting.

It was decided that tea and biscuits will be provided from Club
wnds at meetings when we have a gucst speaker.

Michael Fox and Robin McCosker rcequested that nancs be attatched
vo contributions to the magazine. It was agrecd that this be done un-—
288 the contributor requests otherwise.

Specimens were shown and discussed and then Mr Chapnan gave a o
ok and slides on the Carnarvan Ranges.This replaced Mrs Chapman's

reduled talk as she was sick.
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Zrogramae for next two onths:—

e s e et st

19th July Outing, -~ Swanfcls arce,lca
22nd July :MJCtlng - Annual - Guest S

changc )

der gar McCulloch
peaker Dr.T Kirkpstrick(note

3359 Aug  Outing -~ Mt Norman & C“Sle Rock,lcader B.Dodd
20th Aug  Wecting Talk postponed from June I Chuoman.

JOTE Plceasc nake a spﬂcial efiort to attend the Annual Mzeting to
¢lect your new committoc,

Tne following nominations have been rucn*vod for the committee:-
?“‘sidcnt T.Chapnan Librarian I1.Fox
[.~Presidents J.Harslott ¥lora Rep. B.Dodd
W.Cathcart Pauna " I.Chapuan
Teasurer JoWostcott Youth " S.Wilnot
.crotary B.Walke Geology ™ Z .Nowman
wdchan F.Tremcer Bv“p—W” Liking R.McCosker

uUJﬂRlBUW 1085
"wo views of the Spicers Gap Prip:-

. ., Braving inchcs of frost,nine enthusiastic nembers of our .club
_nﬁt utﬁﬂt”Opr a2t 8am on Sun.l4th Junc to rendezvous with Brisbanc -
.68 at Spicers Gap. The trip was s100th and uncventrinl until we loft
ca¢ highway about two nmiles +hi de of H‘1t‘.g;r Park. We¢ took off
“;t¢d¢suloﬁllJ QWOHF the old Spicers Gap road which according so rcep-
ks was in quite 11r order. This road wa Jncb an aliternative route

B

e Br sbane but onc socn sotﬁ the 1upr“°ﬁ“0ﬂ that it was first ongin-
sred with the pace urd iobility of the bullock dray in nind. One also

U

cts dn Hqu31ly strong inmpression that no nember of a naintenance gang

i leancd on a shovel in tho v1c1qity sincc thc turn of the century.

‘his however I think is 2 aistaken inpression because as recently as
-|'“"

1934 we were advisced to take i “10 rs Gap road in prererence to the

Luanninghans Gap Highway, indicating that some lovi ng hand had smoothed
Bic rougher patches. The fact that we w.orc bogged up to the axles for

E

2% hours in the black glutinous mud of the infamous Black Pinch is
guite-incidental .. Still +this is by the way S0 now ignoring with digrity

Nll;anddr-whco% happenings we c¢njoyed the splendid rain forest,t
rd life and the hoight of Spicers Peak at our clbow.

On arrival at the caup-sice we enjoyvd a cup of coffec and adimgired
sit: glorious view over Moogerah Dani and surrounding countrysidc from
trategically placed cli ifftop. ﬂur pre gsidont then led us quictly off
a leisurcly stroll up the side of DPLC‘““ Peoak. We estimated the
tance as about two nilos and tho grade cove tually as about onc in
iz, which unexpeetedly maskes for unch mors counvenicent obscrvation of
tiio local®flora and fauna. Yhilc onus nosc is pressed into a grassy
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ck it is surprisingly siupl: to study at closc ouirtbrs a curl-

m E¥Yond or maybe 2 lurking Blue tongued Skﬂnc £ bonus advant-
s that one can choosec with great preeision the cxac t gspot to
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blace the foot on the cnd of the knce now undor one's chin. No onc
ﬁotually recached the top but adLﬂti:u& to do so0 hTVu been aroused,

“Ju view from oven our ¢=“0‘r ventage point was nost rewarding. The
beak itself ig 4, OOOIU which is thc highest ¢n uhat arza as Mt Mit-
chell on one aldb of Cunninghons Gap is 3,757ft and It .Cordeaun on the

other side is 3725ft.

We cawme homec over a 1mors civilized road on the Brisbance sdde of
the Gap and for no other reason than we worc there and so was it we
circled the Moogerah Dan. This 2lonce would have made our day as thec
swanpy castorn cnd of the dan had the nost nagnificcnt collcetion of
weter fowl one could wish o sco. Tnu statcly Black.Swans werce thoro
in their hundreds, the grey linmbs of drowncd trbum worce decked with
Pormorunts a SLQbuLV cgrot and palun caded stilts paced the mud flats

cnd the water was in a statc of cons tant swirl and flurry with ducks,
coots and myrlﬁzo of dabchicks. We tarricd and obscrved till almost

SUNSYT.

From there a swift and off fortless journcy houme and as a final
conment,at least onc of our d“lVOT“ should ao 18 proud in any car
rally. He led us confi idently where the rocks were the big gbbt and the
ditches the deepest, the hills t}u Stecupest < thR,LnSOlr d by the
g7:00Th ribbon of road winding into the dusk,after a rapid Tflight he
zde a perfeet touchdown in iarylsna Street,

Z.llcwnan
. There was some indccision before our par ty chosg the shorter ro-
ute to Snlcbrs wiich leaves Lu; 1lglwar thiis side of 15hyr Park, Al-
snough certain rbAUrJncbs were nadc_about the pers on w 0 sugg\utud
tiis road it was found to be passable and proved inscresting for the
sird watchers. We found the caiip of the Qld.Nats. in the gu but as
Wwe expectod, the only people therc had »1ike us,come for tho day.The

=~

others had w“iu an carly start on the day's activitics

Af'ter g bricf stop wo walked to Mt Spicer where we found sone of
v climbers at va rious stages of collapsc and hcight as wo climbed
she relatively pﬁSJ firss part. Not being a keon rock climber I did
not press on with the othors. Altheugh they did not reach tho sumnit
I am told that onc was so proud of hor cffort that she had to be dis-
,m;“goi from lcaving a brizht narzer to show the iu-u:mu u1u had rcach~
& e returned to canp for Iunch aftor spending nours climbing.

We then continucd thrcugh the gap to Moogcerahn Dam,wﬂdrb we found
a1 upper reaches covered with bird lite, It scens that this trip
uld be well worth arrang ging as o club cuting in the future,

M. Fox

Banlksiag
. Man plan““ poTrp tuate the nane of the berson conscrnoed with their
voriginal identification. robably no one d\v-vvud nor rccc1vod 8 norg
fitting neuorial thon Sir Joseph Banks through onc of Australia's nos+

coiractive plants,the Banksin.,

Sir Joseph Banks,z noted ‘ngligh naturalist,collcetcd botanical



.

FACE 8B

Specinmens many of which had not boecn collceted before. Eitheor at his
own expense or in hig capneity as honorary dircctor of the Royal Bot-
~ic Gardens at Kew he scnt colleetors to"many parts of the world,
ilis parbayiqm was onc of the most inportant in cxistence and is now
111 the British Muscun along with his library consisting nainly of
valuable works on natural history, He acconponicd Captain Cook on the
‘ndeavour's voyage around the world and his notes on thoe Journey are
~Xtremely valuable. He collect.d the first spceeinens on the shores of
the bay that Cook naned Botany Bay becousc of "the great quantity of
20w plants that Mr.Banks and r.Solander collccted In this place™,

e genus Banksis wes subscquently naned in his honeour,

Banksia is and Australian genus of about 50 spceive of ¢vergreen
rrees and shrubs and is o nmember of the family Proteacac.This fanily
is olmost confined to the Southern Hemisphere and includes such well
caown plants as the Waratan, tho spidir-flowsred Grovilleas and the
froteas. The family nane wos dorived from Protous the sca god said
o bg ablc to change his forn at will,rcferring to the great divers—
ound in the family and oven within the sanfic genus.

TV

" The genus Banksia is coniined to Australie cxcept for Banksia don-
.ta which ecxtends to Now Guinco, Banksios arce distributed throughout
i1l states of Australia but with = predouninence in Western Australia
nhere there are 43 specics and nost of these are found nowhere clse.
T.cre arc 6 specics in Quecnsland and two on the Granite Belt; Bank-

1o integrifolia and ecllins.

N Banksia intcgrifolia is svreod throughout the district and some
lozge trocs roach a height of 501t but i is nore comionly seen as a
. e

apely shrib oF snall tree bea
S-X inches long. The leaves nre dark glossy green with aatted fTelty
i nn

sllvery under surfaces. The specifiec nane is fronm "integer™ conplete
aiad "folium" a leaf, referring to the unbroken leaf cdgo,

Banksia colling is a bushy shrub or snall tr.c growing tc 10ft6.
th attractive silky young branches. The leaves arc fairly narrow,
ually toothed and white underneath, The flowers are 3 to 6 inches
<

(C3)

in this district golden yellow in colour but at Springbrook there
~re red and black foras. It flowoers in late spring and attracts hongy
iting birds.The specific nane refors to its Tondon y to grow on hill
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) L T. Chapnan
Birdwatching With a Difforcuce

. From ny kitchen window I can watch mnany varictics of bush birds
~ac atMthe same tince wash dishos. This dry scason a fauily of Blue
Wrins with 2 Willieo Wagtall apparcntly helping to mind the youngsters
ctrns up at lunchtine and Tontits with thoir bright ycllow breasts

“re also regular visitors in nid—of oon. L1l thuesc are toume cnough
0 #et close to. A snall greyish bi »Very sinilar to a sparrow has

iz
habit of hovering whilc gearching for +titbits.

i

H

Lately a pair of rathor shy robins has appeoared, the male has a

clokish breast,and thoy scarch’ for noths and other lnscets. Fron

i to time I have scen robins with very vivid red breasts. Ibis



- oo PAGE. 6
cone algo and dig in the dry earth for Trogs which may have scaled
tnensclves up until the rainrs cone.

Magpics and Pcewits erc daily visitors and the Kookaburras perch
on telegraph poles laughing ot their own private jokes. All this
gocs on under the cyes of my old toothless cat - if looks could Ky
his would.

., Wiscman
VERY IMPORTANT

Dotails of ficld outing o Swanfels area 20 niles Trom Warwick
3 lcadecr Edgar McCulloch

Asscmble at HOSPITAT PARK WARWICK at 9.45an
I£ is uost iaportant to be =t Warwiclk oy 9.45 an as the concoy will
nove off promptly at 10 am and we have no dctails of the route frou
There, ' 3

PLUAST B PUNCTUAL
any interested "rock hounds" pleasc bring picks cte.

Bird watchers,bush walkers and plant cnthusiasts should all find
—— Somcthing of intorest too.

FLQ TRENT TR AND IRENT CHAPMAN
Aditoxr agsistant
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